
Inspection of Willington Pre-School 
Playgroup
THE HAWSER HUT 42 CASTLE WAY, WILLINGTON, DERBYSHIRE DE65 6BT

Inspection date: 20 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Enthusiastic staff welcome children warmly to this pre-school. Children enter 
smiling and happy to be there. Staff support new children to settle quickly. They 
form close attachments, helping children to confidently explore the environment. 
Children make good progress in all areas of learning. Staff thoughtfully plan 
activities for children around their interests and needs. For example, staff use new 
children's fascination with water play to engage with them. Staff build warm 
interactions seamlessly into the routine. For example, younger children snuggle in 
as they sit on staff members' laps and listen to a story.

After being welcomed, children have free-flow access to the whole setting, indoors 
and outdoors. This helps children build confidence to move around the pre-school. 
Staff are deployed well and are on hand to help when needed. For example, they 
extend learning by thoughtfully questioning children as they make potions out of 
mud. Children develop a range of skills that support them in readiness for school. 
Children learn to be considerate. They share and take turns. Staff support children 
to develop good friendships with their peers. This means children play happily 
together, their friendships being supported by staff who teach them to be kind to 
each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager works hard to improve the provision for all children. She has 
created well-considered play and learning spaces, inside and out. Staff are well 
supported and embrace new ways of working with enthusiasm. This inspires 
them to improve outcomes for children further. However, the committee 
members do not yet take an active role in the running of the setting. 

n The provider has robust recruitment procedures in place to ensure staff are 
suitable to work with children. New staff receive a detailed induction to the 
setting. This means they are knowledgeable and well supported in their work 
with children. 

n The manager and special educational needs coordinator work closely with other 
professionals. They provide well-targeted support to help the development of 
children with additional needs. This means children at risk of falling behind are 
supported to achieve. 

n Staff provide good support for children who receive additional funding. The 
manager identifies gaps in children's experiences and spends funding to provide 
new learning opportunities. For example, an animal expert visited the pre-school 
to give children a first-hand experience with animals, which they were allowed to 
hold.

n Children develop strong bonds with their key person. Key persons get to know 
children well. For example, children show real joy when their key person helps 
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them learn to pedal a tricycle. 
n Children make very good progress in their communication through a sequenced 

curriculum. Staff have a good understanding of how to plan for this. They 
actively listen to children and are interested in what they have to say. Staff 
encourage children to take turns in conversation, and invite quieter children to 
speak. 

n There is a well-considered curriculum based on children's needs, interests and 
backgrounds. Staff make good use of their assessment of children's 
development to plan a broad range of play-based experiences. This means all 
children make consistently good progress and are prepared for school.

n The environment is stimulating and inviting, enabling children to feel safe and 
confident in the space. As part of the daily routine, children freely choose where 
they want to play throughout indoors and the garden. However, staff do not 
always incorporate children's next steps for learning during these free-play 
sessions. For example, children have limited opportunities to explore mark 
making and early writing. 

n Parents and carers are highly complimentary about the care their children 
receive. Parents are well supported to engage in their child's learning. For 
example, they say that staff offer help and advice to improve their child's 
communication skills. The manager actively seeks the views of parents and uses 
them to adapt care for children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent knowledge about how to keep children safe. Staff know 
how to identify and report concerns about children. The manager has implemented 
extensive procedures to safeguard children. Comprehensive training and policies 
ensure staff are up to date and very knowledgeable about wider safeguarding 
issues, including the 'Prevent' duty. Staff know how to report concerns about other 
staff appropriately. Leaders have a robust recruitment system to ensure all staff 
are suitable to work with children. Regular risk assessments and effective staff 
deployment help to keep children safe at all times.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n create opportunities for committee members to develop a clear understanding of 
their roles and legal responsibilities

n increase opportunities for children to independently explore mark making and 
early writing throughout the day.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 206905

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10234316

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 5

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Willington Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522226

Telephone number 01283 704081

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Willington Pre-School Playgroup registered in 1992. The pre-school opens Monday 
to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 9.15am until 3.15pm. There are 
eight members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. One member of staff is a qualified teacher. The 
pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Smitham

Inspection report: Willington Pre-School Playgroup
20 May 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a child-initiated activity with the 

deputy manager.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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