
Inspection of Innovations Children's 
Centre and Day Nursery
Innovation Childrens Centre, Cousin Lane, HALIFAX, West Yorkshire HX2 8DQ

Inspection date: 19 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children spend a lot of time outdoors. They have many opportunities to enhance 
their physical well-being. Children run up the grassy mound and climb apparatus. 
They have great fun with their friends, building dens with natural materials. 
Toddlers and older children learn about the planting and growing process. They 
show how they can listen and respond to questions. For example, older children 
recall how they previously planted carrots in the allotment. Toddlers and older 
children learn how the plants 'suck up' water from the roots to help them grow. 
They smell the compost and laugh out loud as they say it smells like 'chocolate 
poop'. Toddlers and older children use a tape measure to check the height of the 
sunflower plant. They use words such as 'small' and 'tall' to show their 
mathematical knowledge. Staff adapt their teaching so that they include all 
children. For example, they use signs and action with words when children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) join the play. Staff have high 
expectations for every child and what they can achieve. Children develop the skills 
they need for starting school.

Children play cooperatively and show positive behaviours. They are kind to their 
friends, share and take turns. Children show how they are happy and feel safe in 
the care of staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and staff have worked hard to meet the actions raised at the last 
inspection. Together they continue to make positive changes to the nursery. 
Although some staff are relatively new to the nursery, they know children's 
individual care and learning needs well. This is due to the robust induction 
procedures in place. 

n The curriculum supports children's communication and language development 
well. Babies make animal sounds as they sing along to songs. Toddlers sing 
rhymes that also help them to develop their understanding of number. They use 
objects such as wooden spoons to recognise how things change in a group when 
they take an item away. 

n Managers encourage professional development opportunities for staff, and some 
are working towards recognised qualifications. They support staff to undertake 
peer observations so that they can quickly identify where to improve individual 
practice. However, managers have not yet fully embedded this practice to 
ensure a consistently high standard in the teaching of the curriculum. 

n Children enjoy healthy, balanced and nutritious meals. The nursery cook caters 
for children's individual dietary requirements. Children take part in the oral 
hygiene programme and brush their teeth daily. Staff are aware of the impact 
the COVID-19 pandemic has had on some children's social development. They 
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support toddlers extremely well to follow mealtime routines and to sit at the 
table to eat with their friends. 

n A strength of the nursery is the support it has in place for children with SEND. 
Staff swiftly identify children who work below expectations. This leads to a first-
class support programme and extremely effective partnership working with a 
range of professionals and parents. Staff ensure children get the support that 
they rightly deserve. They monitor individual learning and healthcare plans with 
rigour and precision. Children with SEND achieve the best possible outcomes.

n Managers and staff continue to minimise the risk of transmitting COVID-19. 
Parents do not enter the playrooms. Staff provide information about children 
verbally, electronically and through progress reports. They share ideas for 
parents to help learning at home, for example through stories and rhymes. 
Parents speak highly about their children's care and experiences at the nursery. 
Their written comments show how their children are always happy to attend and 
how they 'love' telling parents about their day at nursery. 

n Key persons carry out children's personal care needs. There is also a second key 
person to do this for the continued emotional security of the child. Staff establish 
warm and nurturing bonds with children. They know those who need extra 
support to manage their emotions. For example, when toddlers begin to tire 
around lunchtime, staff offer reassuring cuddles and a comfort item from home 
to help them settle.  

n Managers use additional funding effectively to enhance children's learning 
experiences. This contributes to the good progress children make. Managers and 
staff use assessment well to check what children already know and can do. 
However, they do not use assessment routinely to challenge children's learning 
further, including those who are exceeding expectations. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff understand the role of relevant agencies. They work confidently 
with other professionals to help keep children safe. Managers follow safe 
recruitment guidance. There are effective arrangements to assess the initial and 
ongoing suitability of staff. Managers implement risk assessment procedures and 
reduce hazards to keep children safe. They ensure the premises are safe and 
secure so that children cannot leave unsupervised. Staff have a good knowledge of 
the possible signs and symptoms of abuse. They are aware of the 'Prevent' duty 
guidance and other safeguarding issues, such as female genital mutilation and 
witchcraft. Staff know what to do in the event of a concern about a child or adult.   

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n embed the system for monitoring staff's practice to ensure teaching is 
consistently of a high standard

n continue to improve the existing good systems for assessment to challenge 
children's learning further, particularly those who are exceeding expectations. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY382695

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10220517

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person North Halifax Partnership Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903426

Telephone number 014222 48222

Date of previous inspection 17 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

Innovations Children's Centre and Day Nursery registered in 2008 and is situated in 
Halifax, West Yorkshire. The nursery employs 18 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, 12 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and above, and one 
holds level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions 
are from 8am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Tucker
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed 
the early years curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing at the nursery.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views and written comments. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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