
Inspection of Woodside Pre School
Woodside Avenue Methodist Church Hall, Woodside Avenue South, Coventry, 
Warwickshire CV3 6BE

Inspection date: 17 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Staff provide children with a safe and secure environment and every child who 
attends this pre-school thrives. Children are eager to attend. They are warmly 
greeted by staff, who take a real interest in how children are feeling as they arrive. 
Staff skilfully teach children to respect one another and they learn from a young 
age to be aware of their friends and to take turns. They smile with pride when they 
get a kindness heart to put up on their kindness tree. Children show great attitudes 
to learning and their behaviour is impeccable. 

Staff have high expectations for every child and value each child's individual needs, 
including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They 
work tirelessly to ensure that all children have their own opinions and voice. 
Children flourish in all areas of learning. Pre-school children are well on their way 
to being school ready. Children are independent learners. For example, they show 
perseverance with taking their own coats and shoes off, use their own names to 
self-register, and prepare their own snacks and drinks. 

Staff create an environment that promotes children's curiosity. Children are 
encouraged to learn by finding out things for themselves and being active in their 
wider community. Children take part in day trips in the community, such as sports 
day at the local care home and trips to the recycling centre. This helps children to 
learn about the world around them. During forest school experiences, children 
learn about taking care of their environment and how to keep themselves safe. 
Children articulate what they know as they recall previous learning and discuss 
their needs. Staff encourage children to use their language skills as they sing songs 
and repeat lines from stories. Children skilfully cut with scissors, use pencils to 
write their names and mix different materials to make 'potions'. Their physical skills 
are promoted as they ride bicycles with dexterity and join in with 'rhythm time'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of education for all children is exemplary. Staff have a clear intent 
for what children's next steps are and what they want them to learn, and they 
embed these next steps into everyday activities. Staff are passionate about 
widening children's experiences. This helps every child to make rapid progress 
and gain a solid foundation for their future learning.

n Staff use all opportunities to develop children's physical, language and social 
skills and they are passionate about promoting children's independence. They 
enthusiastically praise and encourage children when they complete tasks, such 
as when children carefully take seeds from a wok and place them into the 
crevices of a pine cone.

n Children respect each other's individuality and embrace diversity. They learn 
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about different cultures, faiths and disabilities and about music and instruments 
from around the world. Volunteers from a college for children with SEND visit 
and read the children stories. This helps children to be inclusive, accepting and 
respectful. Staff use various groups in the community to build on children's 
knowledge of the world. 

n Children explore the outdoors as they visit the woodland area. Staff plan 
meticulously for these sessions, which cover all areas of learning. Staff use 
innovative activities, such as Japanese Hapa Zome, to teach children about 
nature. Children place flowers between tissue paper, hit them with rocks and 
look at the patterns the flowers make. Children learn about which plants and 
berries can be harmful. 

n Children's attitude to independent learning is superb. They articulate their needs 
well, using full sentences. Staff encourage children to voice their opinions, and 
they promote confidence in language by asking open-ended questions. Children 
engage in conversations about various topics throughout the day. 

n Staff use effective observation and assessment to meet children's next steps. 
They use a variety of methods to share information with parents about children's 
progress and next steps, including social media, text messages and face-to-face 
meetings. Staff liaise closely with other agencies and professionals to obtain 
additional help for children and their families when needed. Children with SEND 
receive targeted support. Consequently, gaps in children's learning are closing 
rapidly. The manager is quick to use funding for any specific resources a child 
might need. 

n Staff have built excellent links with parents. Parents are all thrilled with their 
children's progress. They state that the pre-school is a 'home away from home'. 
All parents, including parents of children with SEND, state that staff are 
supportive, welcoming, and there for them when they need them. 

n Leadership and management are exemplary. The manager is extremely 
supportive to encourage and enhance staff's professional development. Staff 
attend extensive training to continually build on their knowledge and interests. 
Managers are highly supportive of staff and their well-being, and mental health 
is of the utmost importance. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open safeguarding culture across the pre-school. Leaders implement 
ongoing suitability checks to ensure that all staff are suitable. Staff are fully aware 
of their responsibility to keep children safe. Staff attend safeguarding training, and 
the manager uses scenarios to test out their knowledge. All staff can recognise the 
signs that a child may be at risk of harm. They understand the risks to a child from 
extremism and know what to do if they have concerns. Staff carry out robust risk 
assessments of the premises and during outings to ensure the safety of children at 
all times. Children learn to keep themselves safe. They walk exceptionally well 
across busy roads and know how to climb ladders and low branches safely. 

Inspection report: Woodside Pre School
17 May 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2502935

Local authority Coventry

Inspection number 10191567

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 61

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Groves, Rachael

Registered person unique 
reference number 2502934

Telephone number 07946633657

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Woodside Pre School registered in 2018. It operates from Woodside Avenue 
Methodist Church Hall in Finham, Coventry. The pre-school is open from Monday to 
Friday during term time. Sessions are from 8.15am to 4pm on Monday to Thursday 
and from 8.15am to 3pm on Friday. The pre-school employs seven members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications from level 2 
to level 5. The manager holds qualified teacher status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
SOPHIE Van Harten

Inspection report: Woodside Pre School
17 May 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

n The inspector viewed the pre-school and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n The provider, who is also the manager, joined the inspector on a learning walk 
and talked to the inspector about the pre-school's curriculum and what they 
want the children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views about their experiences of the pre-school. 

n Staff held discussions with the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and assessed the 

quality of education.
n The inspector viewed documents relating to the suitability of staff working in the 

pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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