
Inspection of Priesthills Nursery
42 Station Road, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 1AP

Inspection date: 6 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely eager to learn in this nurturing and homely nursery. They 
are greeted warmly at the door by their key person. Children explore the 
welcoming environment and engage in intriguing activities which are supported by 
extremely knowledgeable and inspiring staff. Children develop their physical skills 
in the garden. They sit on small sledges and slide down the hill in delight. 
Enthusiastic staff give children the opportunity to estimate who will be the fastest 
and test out theories. This encourages children to develop their problem-solving 
skills. Children display consistently high levels of involvement. Remembering stories 
they have previously listened to, they build magical carriages with bricks. The 
children use complex mathematical language to compare sizes. This helps them to 
build a solid foundation in mathematics.

Children are deeply engaged during group times. They show consistently high 
levels of respect for others. Children join in an activity and take it in turn to use 
descriptive words about their shoes. They speak with increasing confidence and 
fluency. This develops children's language and social skills. Staff provide a 
nurturing and calm home-like experience for babies, who form exceptionally secure 
attachments to their key person. Staff meaningfully engage with babies as they 
explore baskets with familiar items in. Staff consistently extend babies' knowledge 
by repeating words and building sentences. Babies shake musical instruments 
joyfully as staff sing songs with actions that they copy. As a result of this, babies 
rapidly develop early language and listening skills. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated manager is extremely knowledgeable and passionate about 
providing high-quality care and education. She leads her inspirational team 
exceptionally well, using regular supervisions to devise highly focused objectives 
for staff's professional development. This benefits the children as they have 
exceptionally high-quality interactions with the staff during play.

n The manager ensures that staff and children's welfare is given the highest 
priority. During COVID-19 pandemic, care and support were offered to the staff 
team and the families who attend the setting. The staff team kept in regular 
contact with the families. Children were given home learning tasks during the 
pandemic for families to enjoy at home. This ensured that all families had high-
quality nursery experiences at home.

n Staff provide a wonderful broad curriculum that ignites wonder and curiosity for 
children. For example, children mix potions, scooping out the seeds of a 
pomegranate. Staff skilfully build on past experiences of the children, comparing 
this to the tadpoles they have in the pre-school. This provokes highly effective 
conversations.
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n Staff are exceptional at supporting children's language skills. They reinforce 
language spoken and introduce new words for children to experiment with. Staff 
encourage children to listen to the sounds of musical instruments. They use 
highly effective techniques to encourage children to talk about the sounds they 
hear. As a result of this, children speak with increasingly fluency.

n Staff adopt consistent strategies to support children's understanding of expected 
behaviour. Staff use what they know about each child to manage their 
behaviour. As a result of this, behaviour is exemplary. Children are polite and 
courteous to each other and to visitors at the setting.

n Staff have an exceptional knowledge of how to support children who speak 
English as an additional language. They find out about and use words in the 
language children use at home, helping children to feel valued. Parents whose 
first language is not English send in videos of them speaking in their own 
language. Staff then use these to understand and use some of the key words to 
the children. This builds on what the children already know and enables them to 
communicate extremely effectively.

n Staff engage in playful interactions with children. Staff and children then create 
fascinating storylines and scenarios together, such as getting ready to go to a 
party. Children develop a deep level of imagination during play. 

n The manager holds regular consultations with parents. They positively share 
their views. The nursery manager uses the information to continuously improve 
the environment and the experiences of the families that use the setting.

n The children in pre-school have formed a committee. They meet once a term 
where they discuss what they would like to have in their rooms. Highly 
responsive staff create inspiring areas in the rooms based on these discussions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team has robust systems in place to ensure that staff are 
suitable to work with children. Staff demonstrate good knowledge of how to 
identify if a child may be at risk and how to protect children from harm. They know 
about the reporting procedure in place and how to report any concerns about a 
child in their care. The management and staff ensure that all risks in nursery are 
minimised. The nursery is safe and secure, and the management team and staff 
identify and minimise potential risks indoors and outdoors successfully.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 223260

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10138428

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 102

Name of registered person Prosser, Susan

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511490

Telephone number 01455 614732

Date of previous inspection 2 April 2015

Information about this early years setting

Priesthills Nursery registered in 1984 and is situated in Hinckley, Leicestershire. It 
employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold an early years 
qualification at level 3, one holds level 5 and three hold level 6. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 5.30pm. It provides funded education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie North
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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