
Inspection of Outside Tribe
The Orchard, Trethias Farm, Padstow, Cornwall PL28 8JP

Inspection date: 12 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children find learning enchanting at this inspiring outdoor setting. The curriculum is 
meticulously planned and implemented, making the most of seasonal changes 
within the natural environment. The secure site provides an abundance of 
enriching opportunities for children to be naturally curious and creative. Children 
are highly motivated to learn. They become fascinated with their investigations, for 
example working together to relocate a pond. All children confidently explore the 
varied play spaces. They enjoy the opportunities to climb trees. Children run 
through the pathways created in the grass, and use ropes to push and pull tyres up 
and down slopes. They follow the clear safety rules and boundaries, such as not 
climbing past the green ribbon tied on a branch.

Knowledgeable and experienced staff skilfully guide children in their activities, 
extending and nurturing their development. All interactions with children are of a 
high quality. Children have excellent relationships with all staff and demonstrate a 
strong sense of belonging. Staff have high expectations of what children can do 
and expertly support them to manage their emotions. Children resolve conflicts 
themselves, for example using a hand signal and words to communicate when they 
feel unhappy. Children are caring to one another and make 'gifts' for their friends.  
They show high levels of respect for others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Led by the exceptional manager, the staff are passionate in ensuring all children 
have outstanding experiences. They continually reflect on activities and 
children's learning to ensure children achieve the best possible outcomes. They 
use professional development to drive forward improvements in teaching. For 
example, following mathematical training, staff increased the opportunities for 
children to develop a strong sense of number. Children use the wooden 'ten 
frames' and natural materials to count and order numbers, demonstrating a 
secure understanding of mathematical concepts.  

n Language skills are strongly embedded in the curriculum. Staff have rich 
conversations with children and introduce new words in real life contexts, such 
as 'droopy'. Children are confident and articulate communicators. They think out 
loud as they solve problems, explaining their reasoning to nearby adults. Staff 
have an excellent understanding of how to sequence children's learning. They 
identify if children may have any language delay and quickly put extra support in 
place. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, make excellent progress in their learning.

n Books, stories and rhymes are a central part of the day. Staff have placed 
baskets with carefully selected books throughout the site. Children snuggle into 
adults to read and take a shared delight in the words and pictures. Children 
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choose books to read beneath the trees. Staff gather children together around 
the firepit to enjoy stories as a group. They read in a way that excites and 
engages children. Children use the relevant props to fully join in with the 
storytelling. Some children revisit and retell parts of stories, for example using 
ribbon, a tree and puppets to make a 'superworm' lasso and swing.

n Children have wonderful opportunities to be creative and develop their talents. 
They become engrossed as they expertly mix the paint colour they want for a 
model. They show high levels of independence. Staff provide enticing sensory 
resources. Children make 'exploding volcanos' and flower petal pictures, proudly 
sharing their creations with staff. Staff use any extra funding well to target 
children's specific needs and ensure they have full access to all experiences. This 
helps to close any gaps in children's learning.

n Staff meet children's care needs exceptionally well. Children use clean, 
compostable toilets and have access to hot and cold running water. There are 
alternative areas to learn if the weather is extreme. Children wash their hands 
when needed without adult prompting. They take any uneaten food to a 
compost bin. Children make healthy choices and gain an understanding of the 
importance of caring for their world.

n Parents describe the setting as 'magical'. They comment that the settling-in 
process is comprehensive and supportive. Parents note the impact of the high-
quality provision. Children talk about their learning, for example naming and 
warning parents about certain plants. Parents are full of praise for the genuine 
partnership that helps them support their child's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have an excellent understanding of their responsibility in 
recognising and reporting any concerns about children's welfare. Safeguarding has 
a high priority in every staff meeting. The manager uses scenario-based questions 
and quizzes to ensure staff know how to recognise when a child may be at risk of 
harm. Staff receive specific training to understand and manage the risks of an 
outdoor environment. Staff reinforce safety rules with children daily. The quality of 
communication between staff on a wide-ranging site is exemplary.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2547573

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10215614

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 5

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Outside Tribe Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2547572

Telephone number 07526 468105

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Outside Tribe registered in 2019. It is situated in St.Merryn, Padstow, Cornwall. 
The outdoor pre-school opens Tuesday to Thursday from 9.30am until 2.30pm, 
during term time only. It received early years funding for children aged three and 
four years. The manager is a qualified teacher and she employs three staff who 
hold qualifications at level 6 and level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicki Bland
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the site.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Outside Tribe
12 May 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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