
Inspection of The Italian Day Nursery
176 Clapham Road, London SW9 0LA

Inspection date: 16 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children's uniqueness is at the heart of this well-established and nurturing day 
nursery. Staff confidently speak to children in their home languages to help them 
to settle quickly. Children quickly find their labelled coat pegs and register their 
attendance to help to promote their sense of belonging.

Children demonstrate that they feel safe and emotionally secure, and they behave 
very well. For example, children keenly remember and follow the routines of the 
nursery, such as when staff ring a small bell. Children enthusiastically help staff to 
tidy away.

Children's social skills are developing well. Older children form secure friendship 
groups. Outdoors, they excitedly play a game of catch, and keenly tell visitors who 
their friends are. Younger children develop close relationships with their designated 
key person. Less-confident children tightly hold hands as they move from one 
activity to another to help them to feel safe. Mealtimes are a very social time for 
children and staff. Positive interactions among them also help children to become 
confident communicators.

Children are independent and motivated learners and staff have high expectations 
for all children. Children keep trying even when they face difficulty. For example, 
older children successfully build a sandcastle. They say to their friends 'we will just 
keep trying' as the castle tumbles down.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager, who is also the provider, has a clear vision for the nursery. She is 
passionate about her role and strives to ensure that children's individuality is at 
the heart of the curriculum. 

n Staff provide many opportunities for children to look at books and successfully 
link stories to experiences, play and learning. Children develop a very strong 
interest in books and stories. For example, when children eagerly plant seeds, 
they enthusiastically link a story about a beanstalk. Staff and children act out 
key parts, such as pretending to be a giant. This helps to further promote 
children's imagination and love for early reading and books.

n The designated key person effectively plans individual experiences based on 
what children know and can do, and their interests. Staff successfully recognise 
what children need to learn next to help all children achieve well and in 
readiness for when they move on to nursery and school. 

n The curriculum provides children with sequenced and very enjoyable learning 
experiences to help to develop children's love for learning. Nevertheless, on 
occasion, children's play and learning are interrupted. This means that children 
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do not always have the time they need to become fully engaged in experiences 
that they independently choose for themselves.

n Children who speak English as an additional language are supported well and 
their home languages are valued wonderfully. Children are immersed in a 
language-rich environment both in English and the languages they speak at 
home. For instance, staff find out key words in the languages that children 
speak at home to help to celebrate their uniqueness and promote children's 
sense of identity. 

n Staff work very well together. This is demonstrated when they clearly 
communicate with each other to ensure that children are supervised at all times 
to keep them safe. Staff consistently follow procedures for the care of all 
children, such as when children sleep and rest. 

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and the care that their children receive. 
Parents feel that their children's individual needs are met at the nursery. They 
welcome support when needed. For example, staff offer advice on how to help 
promote children's positive behaviour. Parents say that the nursery is a 'home 
from home'.

n Staff receive ongoing training to help to improve their good teaching skills. 
Following training and ongoing support, staff provide many opportunities for 
children to become natural thinkers. For example, children concentrate as they 
create pictures with a range of natural objects, such as leaves and sticks. Staff 
welcome the support from the manager to promote their well-being and ongoing 
training provided. However, the manager has not yet considered ways to lessen 
paperwork in order to avoid unnecessary burdens.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a sound knowledge of their safeguarding 
responsibilities. They regularly access training to ensure they are kept up to date. 
They recognise when a child is at risk of harm and abuse, such as county lines, 
female genital mutilation and extreme views and beliefs. Staff effectively follow the 
nursery mobile phone policy and understand the safe use of mobiles to help to 
keep children safe. Regular safety checks of the premises help to minimise all 
hazards to children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen routines so that children have less instances of their play and 
learning being interrupted

n continue to reduce burdensome paperwork.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY360906

Local authority Lambeth

Inspection number 10138093

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Diaz, Patrizia

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907732

Telephone number 02077353058

Date of previous inspection 3 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

The Italian Day Nursery registered in 2007. The nursery is located in Stockwell, in 
the London borough of Lambeth. The nursery is open Monday to Friday from 
8.30am to 5.30pm. The nursery employs nine members of staff. The manager has 
a foundation degree. Four members of staff have relevant early years qualifications 
at level 3 and three have a qualification in childcare at level 2. The nursery receives 
funding for free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Morgan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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