
Inspection of Brishing Barn Nursery 
Ltd
Brishing Lane, Maidstone ME17 4NF

Inspection date: 13 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted warmly at the nursery door by friendly and welcoming staff. 
They develop secure attachments with their key persons, who know their needs 
well. The youngest children settle quickly at activities such as construction bricks 
and sand, while the older children follow routines independently to put their 
belongings away before excitedly greeting their friends.

Children learn to be kind and respectful to others. This is embedded through the 
high expectations that staff have for their behaviour. When children are struggling 
to regulate their emotions, they are sensitively supported. For example, when 
children in the baby room are struggling to share toys, staff use words such as 
'kind hands' before providing more resources to meet children's needs.

All children gain good physical skills in the large outside area. They confidently 
move their bodies in a variety of ways. For example, children use steps to access 
slides and use their feet to scoot along on three wheeled tricycles, showing delight 
as they succeed in what they set out to do. Staff support where needed, but allow 
the children to take developmentally appropriate risks to extend their learning. For 
example, when learning to balance their bodies to get across the tyre trail.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children access good-quality learning across the nursery. Staff plan activities 
that keep children interested and engaged, because learning builds on what 
children already know and can do. However, at times, staff do not provide the 
older children with opportunities to challenge themselves during adult-directed 
activities. This impacts on children's creativity and critical thinking skills. 

n Some staff interact with the children well, using open questioning to encourage 
and promote their speech and language development. However, at times, new 
and less-experienced staff do not engage and interact with the children 
successfully. For example, some staff will play alongside the children rather than 
extending questioning or commentating on what they are doing, so they are 
hearing a range of language. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported very 
well. The knowledgeable special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) 
supports staff and parents when making referrals to outside agencies that can 
offer additional support. For instance, the SENCo works closely with outside 
agencies and specialist provisions to ensure that children can make the best 
possible progress. 

n Children are ready for their next stage of learning, in particular their eventual 
transition to school. They learn how to be independent, with staff modelling this 
right from the youngest rooms. Children learn about their new school with their 
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key person, looking online at things such as the uniform and what the school 
looks like. This helps to ensure that the emotional needs of the children are met. 

n Staff build positive relationships with parents. Managers are aware of the impact 
that COVID-19 has had on children settling, so they offer extending settling-in 
periods to ensure that children feel happy and confident being left in the setting. 
Parents are provided with information about their children, for example what 
they have been learning and what parents can do at home to extend and 
develop children's learning further. Parents comment that the staff are friendly 
and approachable, which has helped ease any concerns when leaving their 
children. 

n Meal and snack times across the provision are positive, enjoyable experiences 
for all children. For instance, in the baby room all the children sit at the same 
height in appropriate chairs for their age and stage of development. This 
encourages children to engage with each other. Babies are supported in feeding 
themselves, with staff on hand to support and encourage where needed. Staff 
sing to keep children entertained and engaged while waiting for their lunch. 

n The manager has only been a place for a short while. However, she knows the 
setting well and the areas of improvement that she, along with the deputies, 
would like to make. Leaders understand the pressures on the staff team, 
particularly since COVID-19. They are mindful of the staff workload, and well-
being of the staff is given priority. Staff report that they feel supported in their 
role. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and managers ensure that there is a strong ethos of safeguarding practice 
throughout the setting. Staff are knowledgeable on the current risks to children, for 
example online safety. All staff get the opportunity to talk to managers during 
meetings, where safeguarding is discussed. Staff are regularly quizzed on 
safeguarding issues to ensure that their knowledge is always up to date and 
relevant. The setting is safe and secure. Only permitted people can access the site 
and clear procedures are in place for checking the identity of visitors. Thorough risk 
assessments are in place to ensure the safety of the children while on site.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with a greater level of challenge during activities to further 
extend on their ongoing learning, particularly in the older age ranges

n continue to strengthen and embed support for newer and less-experienced staff, 
to help raise the good level of practice even further when interacting with 
children during play.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY418865

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10228544

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 117

Name of registered person Brishing Barn Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905127

Telephone number 01622 749800

Date of previous inspection 10 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Brishing Barn Nursery Ltd registered in 2011 and operates from two converted 
barns in Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 
7am to 6pm, all year round. The provider receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are 32 members of 
staff. Of these, 11 hold qualifications at level 3 and above, with three staff qualified 
at level 6.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Southern
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed how 
the curriculum and setting are organised. 

n Parents, children and staff spoke to the inspector at convenient times during the 
inspection, and their views were taken into account. 

n The manager completed a joint observation with the inspector to evaluate the 
quality of teaching.

n The inspector observed the quality of education and assessed the impact this 
has on children's learning. 

n The inspector reviewed a sample of relevant documents, including suitability 
checks, policies, procedures and other records regarding health and safety.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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