
Inspection of Footprints Pre-schools 
Limited
The Stables, Fair Oak Court, Fair Oak, EASTLEIGH, Hampshire SO50 7BG

Inspection date: 16 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily say goodbye to their parents and carers and confidently enter the 
pre-school. They clearly know the routines and expectations. For example, children 
understand they need to carefully store their belongings before going to play. 
Children benefit from an inviting learning environment that staff set up with 
stimulating resources. They are self-motivated and independently choose what to 
play with and where to play.

Children are enthusiastic learners. They relish the opportunity they have for long 
uninterrupted periods to deeply engage in their play and learning. Children dig in 
sand and investigate toy ducks in the water. They demonstrate positive attitudes to 
their learning, each other and the caring staff team.

Children benefit from a curriculum that has been specifically designed to meet their 
needs. They are learning to be effective communicators, for instance, who can 
make friends and play with their peers. Children listen attentively to what staff say, 
such as during engaging story times or when asked to help tidy up. Children learn 
a good variety of skills from supportive staff. These skills, such as sharing and turn 
taking, will help children to move on to the next stage in their educational journey.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know the children they care for very well. They understand what children 
like to do and play with. Using children's interests, staff plan activities that help 
to stimulate and motivate children's learning. For instance, children enjoy 
playing with props from familiar stories. Staff use these props very effectively to 
teach children play skills. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
very well by caring staff. Children with SEND thrive in the highly individualised 
approach that staff offer to help them close gaps in their learning. This is a key 
strength at the pre-school. 

n Staff build on what children know and can do. They have clear aims for what 
children can achieve before they move on to school. Children learn about the 
local community. For example, they develop an understanding of their village. 
They enjoy walks in the local area to discover nature, visit the library and buy 
snacks for their friends. Staff help children to learn about similarities and 
differences. For example, they learn about and celebrate meaningful festivals, 
and look at different uniforms. Children are learning about the wider world they 
live in.

n Staff encourage children to develop a love of reading. They support children's 
excitement about books by being enthusiastic storytellers. Younger children take 
part in active stories, flapping their wings like dragons and blowing out 'smoke'. 
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They giggle and laugh as they join in. Older children learn new words as they 
listen, entranced by tales of selfish animals. Staff take every opportunity to 
develop children's vocabulary. 

n Overall, children's behaviour is good. They play with their friends and are 
learning about turn taking and sharing resources. However, occasionally, a few 
children need a more consistent approach by staff to help them to manage their 
feelings and emotions. 

n Staff recognise that children need to be physically active. They take children to 
local parks, where children can run and climb energetically. Children enjoy 
opportunities to play on challenging equipment with their friends.  

n Children play collaboratively with their friends and show good levels of 
independence. However, staff do not recognise when it would be beneficial to 
join in with children to further support and extend children's learning.  

n Staff work effectively with external professionals and local schools to support 
children's learning. They build positive partnerships with parents, sharing 
information and offering support for children's learning at home. This ensures 
high levels of continuity and consistency for children. Parents and carers speak 
very positively about the care and education that staff provide for their children. 

n The manager has worked very hard to train her new staff team to a good level 
of practice. She is a reflective manager with a clear vision for continuous 
development and ongoing improvements. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has a robust process in place to recruit staff that are suitable to work 
with children. All new staff attend safeguarding training before they start work. 
This sets safeguarding as the highest priority for staff at the pre-school. Staff 
attend regular safeguarding training to keep their knowledge current. They fully 
understand their role to keep children safe and promote their well-being at all 
times. Staff know the procedures to follow if they have any concerns about 
children's welfare. They understand how to refer any concerns they may have 
about other members of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to further develop their awareness of how to consistently support 
children in understanding and managing their feelings and emotions 

n support staff to be make better use of opportunities to join in with children's 
play, to offer them further challenge and to fully build on their learning.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY477650

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10228900

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Footprints Pre-Schools Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533671

Telephone number 07540252454

Date of previous inspection 26 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Footprints Pre-school registered in 2014 and is located in Fair Oak, Hampshire. It 
operates during school term times only from Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm. The 
pre-school receives funding for free early education for children aged two, three 
and four years. A team of six staff work with the children. All staff hold early years 
qualifications at level 3 and one is a qualified early years teacher.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Dean
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and took that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they intend for the children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outside, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n A meeting was held between the inspector and manager. The inspector looked 

at relevant documentation and saw evidence of the suitability of staff. 
n The inspector talked to staff and the children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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