
Inspection of Rawlins Under 5's 
Playgroup
St. Bartholomews Primary School, Willowcroft, Quorn, LOUGHBOROUGH, 
Leicestershire LE12 8HQ

Inspection date: 16 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are safe and settled in this calm environment. They develop close and 
trusting bonds with the staff, who have a caring and responsive manner. Children 
are friendly and welcoming. They smile and wave as they say 'hello' to visitors. 
Children benefit from mindfulness sessions delivered by staff. This supports 
children to be calm, relax and learn to understand how to regulate their feelings 
and emotions. Children's literacy skills are developing well. Reading areas are set 
up by staff so that children can access books with ease. Staff encourage children to 
join in with storytelling and singing songs. For example, children ask staff to sing 
their favourite, the 'bubble gum' song. They smile and giggle as they pretend to 
take out a piece of bubble gum from their pocket, unwrap it and start to chew. 
Children pull funny faces and then pretend to blow the bubble gum until it pops. 

Children are encouraged to be creative. They have the freedom to express 
themselves through craft activities and they use their creations during role play. 
For example, they pretend to work at a lollipop stall, serving ice creams and ice 
lollipops to each other. This supports children to develop their imagination while 
playing and cooperating with their friends. Children benefit from lots of 
opportunities to be active and develop their physical skills outside. They learn to 
handle tools with confidence; they use their arm muscles when using spades to dig 
the ground, looking for worms. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has worked hard to address the weaknesses identified at 
the last inspection. They work closely with staff to support their learning through 
training and development. For example, staff have attended safeguarding 
training, which has secured their understanding of what to do if they have 
concerns about a child's welfare. Links are made with other settings that 
children attend. Staff share information about children's successes and next 
stage of learning. This is beginning to have a positive impact on children's 
achievements.

n Partnerships with parents are a key strength of the setting. Parents are 
overwhelmingly appreciative of the care and support they and their children 
receive in the setting. Staff work with parents to find out about the experiences 
children have at home. The staff plan activities that take account of the 
information parents provide. Children benefit well from this successful 
partnership.

n Staff know what their key children can do and what they need to learn next. 
Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
excellent. Staff work closely with other agencies involved with the children to 
design and implement targeted learning plans. These are regularly reviewed and 
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support children's next steps well. The setting's special educational needs 
coordinator fully supports parents when making referrals to other professionals 
and applying for additional funding. 

n The manager has a clear curriculum in place. Generally, staff plan for the 
curriculum to be ambitious, exciting and interesting. However, during some 
activities, staff do not extend and challenge all children's learning. For instance, 
during a trampolining activity, staff supervise the children but limit interaction. 
They do not always facilitate their learning or offer challenge. That said, children 
still make good progress from their starting points.

n Overall, children form positive friendships with each other and enjoy talking and 
playing games together. Children mostly develop a suitable awareness of the 
behaviour expectations. However, some staff do not consistently give children 
an explanation of why some behaviour is unwanted. For example, during a 
dispute between two children, staff ask one child to leave the other child alone. 
Moments later, the same incident happens again involving the same children.

n Children grow in their independence. They put on their coats, wellies and wet 
suits when it is time to go in the garden. Children sit nicely during snack and 
mealtimes as they chat to their friends and staff. They are encouraged to open 
up the packaging of foods that are in their lunch box themselves. Staff remind 
children to eat the 'good' foods first. They discuss the tomato plants that are 
growing in the garden and that fruit and vegetables make you big and strong. 
Once their mealtime is over, children place appropriate food waste into the 
compost tub. This is then put inside the compost container in the garden.

n The manager leads the staff team effectively. The staff are passionate, 
dedicated and committed to providing a high-quality service. The management 
team supports and encourages staff to continue to build on their skills through 
training and regular discussion. Staff comment that they feel valued, and that 
managers pay close regard to their well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager understands her safeguarding role and responsibilities. Staff can 
identify the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They 
have recently updated their knowledge on how to report concerns to professionals 
outside of the setting. This includes, if necessary, how to report allegations against 
members of staff. The manager has effective procedures for the recruitment and 
induction of new staff. Staff's understanding of safeguarding is frequently checked 
through questioning and discussions. The setting is secure, and staff undertake 
daily checks to ensure that children play in a safe environment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n support staff to consistently implement the curriculum with more precision in 
order to challenge children appropriately during all activities 

n develop staff's awareness of how to provide children with consistent messages 
and support so that children can understand the staff expectations for their 
behaviour.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY347021

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10217074

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Rawlins Under Fives Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522214

Telephone number 01509 413062

Date of previous inspection 17 November 2021

Information about this early years setting

Rawlins Under 5's Playgroup registered in 2007 and is situated in the grounds of St 
Bartholomews Primary School, Quorn, Loughborough. The playgroup employs 10 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 6, two at level 5 and five at level 3. The playgroup opens from 
Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are from 8.30am to 3.30pm. The 
playgroup provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Langley
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk together. The 
inspector spoke with the manager and staff to gain an understanding of their 
curriculum intent.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the setting.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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