
Inspection of Garras Owlets Preschool
Garras Cp School, St. Keverne Road, Mawgan, HELSTON, Cornwall TR12 6AY

Inspection date: 16 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children gladly attend this beautifully planned pre-school. They settle quickly as 
adults greet them warmly and sensitively. Children make excellent and rapid 
progress as the curriculum is incredibly well sequenced. It is ambitious for all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
For example, three- and four-year-old children create bugs with clay and collage 
pieces. They discuss whether the bugs have wings or not and with encouragement, 
they successfully snip wings onto their bugs. Children accurately count out and 
insert the right number of legs onto their bugs. They are very proud of their 
creations.

Children concentrate for long periods of time with activities. This is because there 
is an extremely calm atmosphere and adults expertly support children to develop a 
can-do attitude. Children persevere with challenges and succeed independently, as 
adults offer questions and open-ended solutions. For example, four-year-olds are 
climbing on a wooden structure. They want to move to another area and ask for an 
adult to lift them. The adult asks them how they think they might get there 
themselves. The children work it out independently and achieve their goal with 
elation. Children are extremely well behaved. They are polite and respectful 
towards each other and adults. They know what to expect and what is expected of 
them as adults work collaboratively to offer a consistent routine.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children develop excellent communication and language skills. Adults have high 
expectations for all children. Adults brilliantly model a wide range of vocabulary 
to extend their knowledge. They ask children lots of questions that encourage 
them to think for themselves and solve problems. Mathematics is threaded 
expertly throughout the routine and activities. For example, children throw giant 
fir cones on a grassed area. They compare which fir cone has travelled the 
furthest. They use language for measuring and comparing. Children count how 
many of them are attending and write the number on the register board.

n Highly qualified staff take time to really get to know each child. They conduct 
home visits and meaningful settling-in visits. They use this knowledge to 
expertly plan activities, so all children reach their maximum potential. The 
activities closely follow children's interests as well as offering challenge. Children 
become very confident and secure, as they realise what they know and can 
achieve. Children proudly share facts they have learned about insects and bugs.

n Children develop independence and a deep understanding of how to look after 
themselves. They look out of the window to decide if it is raining, and if they 
need waterproofs and wellington boots. They get themselves ready for outside 
play, asking politely for help from adults, if necessary. Children talk about how 
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the rain is important for their plants and vegetables growing in the garden. 
Children fetch their own drinks and clear up after snack. They help to thoroughly 
clean tables ready for mealtimes. They work collaboratively to do this.

n The adults ensure that the pre-school is very inclusive of other nationalities and 
cultures. Children learn about these through innovative activities and support 
from adults. Children use translation pens to hear stories in different languages 
and they press buttons on 'talk stars' to hear words in these languages. Children 
who speak other languages share songs and stories with all the other children. 
Parents and visitors from different countries visit the pre-school. They share 
food and songs from their country and talk to the children about where their 
country is in the world.

n All the adults have excellent partnerships with parents. Communication between 
them is extremely effective. Parents know where their child is developmentally 
and their next steps. Parents of children with SEND have regular meetings with 
the special educational needs coordinator (SENCo). They collectively agree 
targets and plans together. The children make exceptional progress because of 
the high levels of support they receive.

n The manager is extremely reflective and constantly strives to improve the quality 
of outcomes for all the children. She organises regular staff and supervision 
meetings to encourage all adults to improve their practice. Adults are highly 
motivated to develop and learn, and attend regular training. They readily adapt 
practice and the environment to support every cohort of children very 
effectively.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All adults have very deep understanding of their duty to safeguard children. They 
are very knowledgeable about signs of potential abuse and the wider safeguarding 
issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty. Adults know how to safely record and report 
concerns about the welfare of children or colleagues. Managers ensure that the 
safeguarding policy and procedure is shared regularly at meetings. Regular health 
and safety checks are carried out to ensure the environment is suitable and safe 
for all children. There are rigorous recruitment procedures in place to ensure the 
ongoing suitability of all adults that attend the pre-school to work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY375766

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10125859

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Garras Owlets Pre School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901878

Telephone number 01326221653

Date of previous inspection 23 March 2015

Information about this early years setting

Garras Owlets Preschool registered in 2008. It is situated on the site of Garras CP 
School in Mawgan, near Helston in Cornwall. It is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 8.45am to 3pm and Thursday 8.45am to12 midday, term 
time only. There are five core staff. Of these, four hold qualified teacher status. 
The pre-school receives early years funding for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sian Bath
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) spoke to the inspector about 

how they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND).

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on the children's 
learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of circle time with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working at the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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