
Childminder report

Inspection date: 16 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder provides a warm and nurturing environment where children feel 
happy and settled. They develop strong and meaningful relationships with her. This 
helps children to feel safe and secure. Children explore the environment freely, 
making personal choices about what they would like to play with. This helps 
children to understand that their decisions are respected. Children have good 
opportunities to build on their interests and the next steps in their development. 
For example, the childminder recognises children's interest in the song 'Old 
MacDonald had a farm'. She introduces further activities to support children's 
language. For instance, the childminder introduces a large money box and uses 
words such as 'money' and 'coin'. 

When children play with a toy farm, the childminder introduces a narrative to 
extend their language and introduce early mathematical skills. For example, she 
encourages children to count and group animals together. However, the 
childminder occasionally does not use the correct of pronunciation of words, such 
as referring to a vehicle as a 'brum brum'. Children are well behaved. Pre-school 
children learn about the boundaries set by the childminder through gentle 
reminders. Older children know the rules and expectations of the setting. For 
example, they know not to run in the house and know to use kind words. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows children well. She plans a curriculum based on what they 
already know and can do. This helps them to make steady progress in their 
learning. Children are excited to join in with the activities that have been 
carefully selected to follow their interests and developmental needs. For 
example, young children show good levels of concentration as they complete 
wooden inset trays showing farm animals.

n The childminder has a good understanding of all areas of learning and attends 
mandatory training, such as paediatric first aid and safeguarding. However, she 
has not built on her professional development to enhance the quality of 
education even further.

n Children have access to a wide range of activities to promote their physical 
development and emotional well-being. They climb, balance, run and kick balls 
in the childminder's garden. Children visit the local park each day to climb and 
balance on larger and more-challenging equipment, and to explore the natural 
environment. These daily outings enable children to socialise with other children 
and manage and take risks that are appropriate to their age. 

n The childminder offers new children settling-in periods. She uses this time to 
gather key information about children. The childminder gets to know children's 
interests and routines, and gains an understanding of what children know and 
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can do. This helps her to start planning for children's learning to ensure that 
they make good progress. 

n Children's care needs are met sensitively. Children turn to the childminder, 
nestling in to receive cuddles when they are tired or need comforting. Children 
demonstrate a good sense of belonging in the setting.

n The childminder offers children regular praise. However, children often miss this 
recognition of their achievements. For example, the childminder does not direct 
her comments towards individual children and does not provide children with an 
explanation as to why they are being praised. 

n Partnership with parents is good. Parents' written testimonials express that they 
appreciate the childminder's friendly, caring and professional approach. Parents 
are kept up to date with their children's learning through daily communication 
and an online learning journal. Older children state that they enjoy coming, and 
like to play outside and take part in craft activities. The childminder has effective 
links with the local school that children attend. This helps children to have a 
smooth transition when they progress on to primary school.

n Overall, the childminder promotes children's language and communication skills. 
She plays alongside and with children at their level, modelling new words. 
However, the childminder occasionally uses the incorrect pronunciation of words, 
for example, saying 'horsey' and 'moo cow'. This means that children do not 
hear and learn to use the correct pronunciation of words.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of local safeguarding procedures. She 
understands the actions to take if she has any concerns about the welfare of a 
child. The childminder knows to check the local and most-recent guidance online 
for the procedures to follow if an allegation is made against her or another member 
of her household. She has completed training on safeguarding issues, such as 
female genital mutilation and the 'Prevent' duty. The childminder maintains her 
paediatric first-aid qualification to ensure that her knowledge is up to date and she 
knows what to do in the event of an emergency.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n identify and access professional development opportunities to strengthen 
knowledge and teaching practice

n support individual children to listen and understand what they have been praised 
for

n help children to use and hear the correct pronunciation of words to extend their 
language skills further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY249248

Local authority York

Inspection number 10229474

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 10 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2003 and lives in York. She operates all year round 
from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Thursday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzzanne Thompson

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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