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Inspection date: 13 May 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children flourish in this stimulating and inclusive club. They enter the club excited 
to see the variety of activities available to them. Staff give thought to the children's 
needs following a busy day at school. For instance, healthy and nutritious snack 
ingredients await children to access, so they can refuel for the busy afternoon 
ahead. Quiet spaces have been incorporated around the book corner for children 
wishing to listen to a story and relax. Outdoor spaces are readily available for those 
that require more physical exertion.

Children are supported to engage in a variety of well-considered experiences that 
are adapted to meet their individual needs. For example, children less interested in 
mark making, access dough with tools, such as drills, files and screwdrivers. Staff 
use subtle interactions with children to help them identify the patterns they are 
creating. Children enjoy access to the forest school. They learn how to take 
appropriate risks while exploring. Staff extend learning based on their interests. For 
instance, children build stories based on fairies and elves they believe to inhabit the 
forest. Children create fairy homes, built from sticks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have an excellent understanding of children's emotional 
needs and strive to ensure children feel safe and settled at the club. They offer a 
well-planned gradual settling-in procedure. This includes, utilising the part-time 
sessions the school runs in September. This enables children to access the club 
with their parents while it is quieter and for shorter periods of time while they 
settle in

n Staff work extremely closely with the host school. They communicate with 
teachers daily to support children's needs and development. This helps to 
provide children with consistency in their care. The key-person system is 
effective and staff know the children well. Key persons plan a diverse range of 
activities based on children's interests and needs. This helps to support the next 
steps in their learning. 

n The experienced staff sequence children's learning exceptionally well to develop 
their knowledge and skills. For example, children learn fireside rules and fire 
construction over a six week period. Once these skills have been demonstrated, 
children are taught to use flints prior to their campfire feast on week six. 

n Children enjoy excellent support from dedicated staff that interact well with 
them. They are encouraged to be confident in their abilities and to have a go. 
For instance, children construct a water shoot from guttering and rocks. Staff 
talk meaningfully to the children about what they can do when they work 
together. They use open-ended questions to allow children to overcome the 
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challenge of collecting and transporting the water to their construction. 
n Older children welcome staff interaction in their activities. They encourage 

children to explore materials and combine them to see what happens. Children 
enjoy a wide range of outdoor physical play opportunities. Staff are enthusiastic 
and engage with children in games, such as tennis, badminton, football and tag.

n Children's behaviour and attitudes are excellent. Staff act as exceptional role 
models to help children develop conflict resolution. For example, minor 
disagreements are quickly resolved as staff talk calmly to children. They 
encourage them to consider their actions and think of solutions. This supports 
children's social and emotional development.

n The staff have an excellent relationship with parents. They comment on children 
asking for additional sessions and the welcoming and stimulating environment 
the staff team create. Parents value the additional efforts staff go to, enabling 
children to still attend school events while at the club. Such as, accompanying 
them to school discos and summer fairs. Additionally, parents value the club 
opening for school inset days. This helps to accommodate for working parents.

n Leadership and management of the club are exceptional. Staff comment that 
they feel extremely well supported and can access training independently to 
support their practice. Robust links with the school support children to make 
excellent progress. The manager ensures children attending from outside 
schools in the holidays also benefit from a joined-up approach. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The safeguarding procedures are robust and extremely effective. All staff receive 
regular safeguarding training. Updates are shared with staff through weekly 
discussions to ensure they are informed of any changes. The manager provides 
regular supervision meetings with staff. As such, staff are confident in their 
knowledge and ability to notice the possible signs and symptoms of abuse and/or 
neglect. They have good understanding of the broader areas of safeguarding, 
including female genital mutilation, county lines and extremism. Staff know how to 
report any concerns they may have regarding a child or adult at the setting. The 
manager implements safer recruitment procedures to ensure staff are suitable to 
work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2571897

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10239292

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 110

Name of registered person Kids R Us Out Of School Clubs Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2571895

Telephone number 07413698270

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids R Us St Matthews is open for breakfast and after-school club between the 
hours of 7am until 8.45am and 3pm until  6pm Monday to Friday. The club also 
operates during the school holidays from 8am until 6pm. The club currently 
employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager who holds level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Harris
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together. The manager 
talked to the inspector about how the space and resources are used. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with the manager and staff. She 
looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of persons 
working with children. 

n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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