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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and well looked after in this home-from-home environment. 
They make choices about what they want to play with. Staff plan exciting activities 
that capture children's interests. For example, children relish baking. Older children 
help younger children. They read recipes and support younger children to weigh, 
measure and mix ingredients. Staff provide support and encouragement at all 
times. Children love to take part in creative activities. Staff encourage children to 
develop their own ideas while they create pictures. 

Staff are good role models. They are kind, considerate and respectful of all 
children. Children work alongside staff to create the rules for the club. Staff listen 
to children's views and opinions. This helps to promote a sense of belonging. 
Children's behaviour is very good. Staff eagerly interact and join in with children's 
play. They challenge children to games of table tennis and competitive board 
games. Children can choose whether to play indoors or outdoors. Children's 
physical development is well supported in the vast outdoor area. Staff ensure that 
all children are included in activities. Children play football, climb on the play 
equipment and chase bubbles as they float in the wind. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The well-established staff team works extremely well together. Staff comment 
that they feel valued and well supported. They have regular meetings where 
they discuss any safeguarding matters and share information about their key 
children. Staff benefit from regular training to keep their knowledge and skills up 
to date. All staff have an excellent understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities.

n Children are kind, polite and thoughtful. Children across all age groups mix well 
and play harmoniously. Older children show care and consideration for their 
younger peers, and invite them into their play. Behaviour is very good and 
children are developing life-long friendships.

n Parents are happy with the service provided. They feel listened to by the staff at 
the club. Parents comment that communication is excellent and that they 
appreciate the staff's commitment. 

n Staff have excellent working relationships with the teachers from the host 
school. They exchange information and relay messages from teachers and 
parents to help with communication and consistency. Children with special 
educational needs/and or disabilities are supported well. Staff work closely with 
teachers and parents to ensure they get the support they need. 

n Children are fully engaged in activities throughout the session. They often spend 
a long time at a chosen activity. For example, they use their imagination as they 
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feed the dolls and wrap them in blankets. Children play together well, taking 
turns to push the dolls around in pushchairs.

n Staff support children to follow good hygiene practices, such as washing their 
hands prior to meals and snacks. Children develop a clear understanding of how 
to keep themselves healthy. They talk about choosing healthy options for 
snacks. Mealtimes are a social occasion. Staff encourage children to discuss their 
school day while they eat their snack. Snack time has changed, due to COVID-
19 procedures. Children no longer make their own sandwiches or wash the 
dishes. Staff are planning to reinstate previous snack time routines, so that 
children have opportunities to further develop their independence skills.

n Staff engage with children enthusiastically, listening to children's views and 
opinions. They seek children's ideas about what type of activities they should 
carry out. Children evaluate activities and explain what changes they would like 
to see in the future. Staff listen to children's ideas and implement the changes. 
This helps children to feel valued.

n Children have opportunities to complete homework during their time at the club. 
Staff are on hand to listen to older children read and help younger children with 
letter sounds. Staff are also aware of children's need to wind down after a full 
day at school. They ensure there are areas where children can relax in a calming 
environment.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have good knowledge of the signs and symptoms of possible abuse and 
neglect. They know the procedures to follow should they have any concerns about 
a child in their care. All staff attend safeguarding training and keep up to date with 
changes in legislation and policy. Staff are aware of the signs that may indicate a 
child is at risk of radicalisation, female genital mutilation and county lines. Staff are 
deployed well to ensure good levels of supervision and support for all children. The 
leadership team follows safer recruitment procedures to ensure that all staff are 
suitable to work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489445

Local authority Sunderland

Inspection number 10229375

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Lamesley Childcare

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909148

Telephone number 07540222091

Date of previous inspection 13 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Lamesley Childcare@ St John Boste registered in 2015. The club employs four 
members of staff. Of these, two hold an appropriate early years qualification at 
level 3, one has level 2 and the manager holds a qualification at level 6. The club 
opens Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and 
from 3.05pm until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Campbell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and deputy manager took the inspector around the setting and all 
areas of the building, and discussed how they use the areas to support children's 
learning.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they enjoy doing when 
they are at club.

n The inspector observed the quality of staff's interactions with the children during 
a variety of activities, indoors and outdoors.

n The manager and inspector talked about how activities are planned to take 
account of children's interests and abilities.

n The inspector took account of parents' views through written feedback.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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