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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at the warm, welcoming and well-organised pre-school.
The well-qualified and experienced staff successfully incorporate children's interests
into well-planned activities. For instance, children show an interest in exploring
insects and bugs in the garden. Staff provide resources such as magnifying glasses
and pots to enable children to collect the bugs and investigate them further.
Children delight in catching bugs and listening to stories about them. They
comment that a spider's web is almost invisible.

Children make good progress in speech and language. Staff provide a language-
rich environment. For example, during activities, they provide a dialogue, listen to
what children have to say and introduce new words. Staff are proactive in
identifying children who need additional support and implementing targeted help.
Subsequently, most children are confident when communicating with adults and
peers. They happily express their views and opinions with clarity and have a wide
range of vocabulary.

Children behave well and have a positive attitude to their learning. They persevere
well with activities and receive huge encouragement and praise from the adults
caring for them. Staff support children's confidence effectively, helping them to
believe they can succeed in their achievements. For example, when children find
using scissors a little challenging, they encourage them to keep trying. As a result,
children demonstrate a 'can-do' attitude and keep trying until they succeed.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Overall, teaching is strong. The manager and staff ensure that children are
provided with a well-designed curriculum. Staff know the children very well.
They identify what children need to learn next and provide activities to help
build on children's existing knowledge and skills. For the most part, staff engage
well with children. However, on occasion, they do not notice when children who
are new to the pre-school need help to join in with the activities. This means
that some children do not always become fully involved and engaged.

W Staff ensure that additional funding is targeted to support the specific needs of
individual children. Staff work well with a range of agencies to ensure that all
children have the support that they need. Consequently, all children, including
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress
from their individual starting points in all areas of their learning.

m Staff have high expectations for all children. They work effectively in
partnerships with parents and regularly share information about children's
development and activities. Parents report that their children are happy and look
forward to their time at the pre-school. They comment very positively about the
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significant progress their children have made since attending.

B Staff place a strong focus on supporting children's literacy skills in the setting,
such as through books, stories, rhymes and reading. Children enjoy looking at
books with staff, who read with enthusiasm. They remain focused and engaged,
talking about what they see, and predict what might happen next. However, the
manager acknowledges that there is less emphasis placed on encouraging
parents to extend this at home, to help promote children's love of reading even
further.

m Staff ensure that children have a wide range of experiences to promote their
health and well-being. For instance, children listen to stories and complete
activities about making healthy food choices. They practise cleaning teeth and
have a good understanding of why this is important.

m Children enjoy the time they spend outdoors. Staff provide good opportunities
for children to develop an awareness of how to manage risks. For example,
children stand on a platform and slide down a pole. Staff ensure that children
are supervised during this activity and gently remind them that they must take
turns. Children demonstrate very good physical skills as they climb and
manoeuvre around obstacles.

B Leaders and managers are committed to supporting staff's ongoing professional
development. The team of qualified staff complete regular mandatory training,
to help keep their knowledge and skills up to date. Daily discussions enable staff
to reflect on the activities provided to ensure children enjoy the time they spend
at the pre-school.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a sound knowledge of the possible indicators of
abuse. They know how to make a referral to the relevant agencies in the event of a
concern about a child's welfare. Staff understand how to identify and respond to
concerns relating to children at possible risk of wider safeguarding concerns, such
as female genital mutilation , radicalisation and extremist behaviours. Children are
supervised well, indoors and outdoors. Staff assess risks regularly to identify and
remove any potential hazards to children. The provider ensures that staff are
suitable through robust recruitment and induction procedures. This promotes
children's safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W support staff to recognise when children who are new to the setting need extra
emotional support to join in with activities
B continue to strengthen partnerships with parents by focusing more sharply on
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strategies to extend children's learning, including further developing children's
existing love of reading at home.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY460867

Local authority Windsor and Maidenhead
Inspection humber 10228090

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person I(_:icl)“rfw)lrJntitIEZZmers Playgroup Pre-School
Telephone number 01753858774

Date of previous inspection 18 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Lilliput Learners is a committee-run setting that registered in 2013. It is open from
Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions run from 8.45am to 3.15pm,
with an optional lunch club from 11.45am to 12.15pm. The pre-school receives
funding to provide free early years education to children aged two, three and four
years. In total, eight staff work with the children, all of whom hold relevant early
years qualifications at level 3 or above. The manager has a foundation degree.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ingrid Howell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed how the curriculum is organised.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed
the quality of teaching.

B The inspector asked staff questions throughout the inspection to establish their
understanding of how to safeguard children and how they assess and plan for
children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children and
considered the impact on children's learning.

B The views of the parents were gathered through face-to-face discussions.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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