
Inspection of Mengham Out of School 
Club
Mengham Infant School, St. Marys Road, HAYLING ISLAND, Hampshire PO11 9DD

Inspection date: 20 May 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are enthusiastic as they arrive in the setting from school. They are met by 
welcoming staff, who listen with delight as the children talk about their school day. 

Children are happy and settled and follow a routine. They are independent learners 
and enjoy taking responsibility. For instance, children enjoy helping to prepare and 
serve tea. Children form strong friendships and enjoy one another's company as 
they take part in crafts and sports. This helps them to build on their social and 
physical skills, and creativity.

Children have the freedom to play, both inside and outside. They have fun playing 
on the adventure trail and are supported to take risks to extend their learning. For 
example, children show staff how they can go backwards on the monkey bars.

Children have good manners and follow the setting's rules. For instance, children 
wait their turn and understand that it is only one child at a time on certain pieces 
of equipment. They encourage and support their friends, showing a strong sense of 
teamwork as they play together. For example, they enjoy playing football, helping 
each other to get the ball in the goal. Children's behaviour towards each other is 
admirable.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is passionate about providing a high-quality, inclusive 
environment. She works cohesively with the staff to ensure the smooth running 
of the setting. The manager evaluates the setting well, seeking the views of the 
parents and children. This helps them to identify areas to develop, ensuring the 
setting meets each child's individual needs. As a result, children really enjoy 
spending time at the setting.

n Staff have clear expectations of children's behaviour. They discuss the setting's 
values and rules, which have been put in place with the children. Staff provide 
strategies to help children manage their behaviour. For example, children have 
space to be calm and have access to sensory resources. 

n The manager collects information about children before they start. This enables 
staff to effectively support new children to become familiar with the setting, 
which allows them to settle quickly. The key-person system is well established 
and helps children to build a sense of belonging. Staff know the children well 
and support their individual needs, comforting them when needed.

n Children say they love the setting. They talk confidently about their favourite 
activities and say that the staff are 'fun'. Children enjoy playing active games 
with staff outside. Staff motivate children to join in and exercise in the fresh air.
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n Staff promote healthy lifestyles. They talk with the children about healthy food 
and why it is important. For example, staff discuss the salad and fruit options 
with the children at teatime, encouraging them to eat both. They support 
children to learn about oral health. Staff share information with parents about 
tooth brushing and provide a toothbrush and toothpaste for the children.

n Parents speak extremely positively about the setting. They appreciate the 
measures the staff take to ensure their children are settled when they start. For 
example, inviting children to attend sessions during the holidays to familiarise 
them with the environment. Parents feel staff are welcoming and supportive. 
They comment that their children thoroughly enjoy the different activities the 
setting offers and are excited to attend.

n Staff communicate effectively with school staff. They gather information about 
children's individual needs and interests. This helps them to support and extend 
children's learning while they are at the setting.

n Staff feel very supported by the manager, who provides them with regular one-
to-one meetings. The manager has a good understanding of staff's professional 
development. Staff complete regular training, such as safeguarding, first aid and 
food hygiene.

n The setting is fully inclusive and effective in supporting children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff are aware of children's dietary needs 
and have effective procedures in place to ensure children's safety and well-
being. For example, making all children aware of food allergies to keep everyone 
safe.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff attend mandatory training and keep up to date with 
changes in legislation and policy. They have a clear understanding of the signs and 
symptoms of abuse. Staff have a secure knowledge of the procedures to follow to 
keep children safe. The manager follows safer recruitment procedures to ensure all 
staff are suitable to work with children. Effective risk assessments are in place to 
minimise risks to children within the environment. They ensure the outside 
environment is secure. Staff are deployed well to ensure good levels of supervision 
and support for all children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY346737

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10228053

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 153

Name of registered person OSCA Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521662

Telephone number

Date of previous inspection 19 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Mengham Out of School Club registered in 2007 and is based in Mengham Infants' 
School in Hayling Island, Hampshire. The after-school club is open during term 
time each afternoon from 3pm to 5.30pm and offers a breakfast club from 8am to 
8.45am each morning. During the school holidays, the playscheme is open from 
8am to 5.30pm. The setting employs nine staff, three of whom hold appropriate 
qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicole Atkinson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager to discuss how the 
setting is organised. They discussed the range of activities provided both inside 
and outside. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and children and 
assessed the impact that this was having on the children. 

n Discussions were held with the staff, parents, and children at appropriate times 
during the inspection. 

n A meeting was held with the manager. The inspector reviewed a sample of 
documentation, including evidence of staff suitability and training.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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