
Inspection of St Michael and All 
Angels Pre School
62 Leigh Road, Leigh-On-Sea, Essex SS9 1LF

Inspection date: 10 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy the time they spend at this warm and welcoming nursery. They 
eagerly choose where, and what they would like to play with. Children have a 
positive attitude to learning and engage in interesting activities for sustained 
periods of time. They solve problems together and listen to each other's ideas. 
Children work out that they need to join lengths of drainpipe together for a ball to 
roll along them. They make adjustments to the height of the first drainpipe, so that 
the ball runs faster. Children express a strong interest in making marks and writing. 
Some children know the sound of familiar letters and can write their name.

Children are independent. They confidently manage their own personal needs and 
know to follow a good hygiene routine. They demonstrate friendly relationships. 
Children use complex sentences to describe how they are making invitations for 
their birthday party, and how they plan to invite all their friends. They swiftly learn 
the correct pronunciation of words. Children laugh with delight as they use a 
syringe to suck up water. They squirt the water at the wooden fence and up in the 
air. Children develop the muscles in their hands as they use small tools to search 
for treasure hidden in the large sandpit. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are proactive at finding out about children's previous experiences. They 
provide children with many opportunities to broaden and recall these. Children 
use their vivid imagination to create ice creams using foam and shredded 
vegetables. They take orders and serve these to staff and their friends. Staff 
extend children's knowledge of mathematical concepts, such as addition and 
subtraction, as they use pretend money to pay for the ice creams. 

n Children show that they feel safe and secure. They thoroughly enjoy the warm 
interactions from their key person and all staff, who know them well. They 
benefit from tailored settling-in processes. 'The waving window' helps children's 
emotional well-being as parents are not entering the setting due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

n Staff are positive role models. They consistently encourage good manners and 
respect for others. They manage any minor disagreements between children 
calmly. This means that children are learning how to share resources and show 
that they understand what is expected of them. They patiently wait for their turn 
to pour their drink at snack time.

n The introduction of forest school sessions has had a positive impact on children's 
growth in confidence. They learn how to assess risks, develop respect for the 
natural world and follow rules to help keep themselves safe. Children enjoy 
being active and benefit from an inviting and well-resourced outdoor area. They 
negotiate space very well and create a trail of stepping stones, which they jump 

Inspection report: St Michael and All Angels Pre School
10 May 2022 2



from one to another.
n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents are overwhelmingly positive about 

the setting. They appreciate the wealth of feedback they receive about their 
child's progression in learning. Parents describe the staff team as 'nurturing' and 
who are clearly 'passionate' about their roles.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities have tailored support 
to help them to make good progress in relation to their starting points. The 
manager and staff work in close partnership with parents and other 
professionals to ensure a suitable curriculum is in place. 

n Staff complete regular training to continue to develop their knowledge and skills. 
They share their learning with the whole staff team, which supports a consistent 
approach to new methods of practice. Recent training has had a positive impact 
on helping children improve their control and coordination when using real tools. 
Staff receive regular supervision meetings to reflect on their practice. However, 
current supervision arrangements are not yet thoroughly embedded to precisely 
focus on raising the quality of teaching to an even higher level.

n There is a unified approach between the committee and manager to ensure the 
seamless running of the pre-school. Children benefit from weekly visits from a 
committee member, who reads and sings songs with them. Staff work in 
partnership with most staff at other settings that children attend. However, they 
are not yet successful in developing working partnerships with all other settings 
to support all children's continuity in learning effectively. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that staff complete regular safeguarding training and attend 
meetings to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. Staff are very 
knowledgeable about how to protect children. This includes broader aspects of 
safeguarding, such as female genital mutilation and the 'Prevent' duty. Staff know 
the signs to look out for in children and their wider families that may indicate they 
are at risk of abuse. They know who to report these concerns to, including external 
agencies. The manager follows robust recruitment procedures to ensure that those 
she employs are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop partnerships with all other settings that children attend to promote 
continuity in children's learning and development

n strengthen the existing arrangements for the supervision of staff to focus on 
raising their professional development to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 119526

Local authority Southend-on-Sea

Inspection number 10137547

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person St Michael & All Angels Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519123

Telephone number 01702 714599

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

St Michael and All Angels Pre School registered in 1987. The setting is open during 
school term time only. It operates from 8.30am until 3.30pm, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and from 8.30am until 11.30am on Thursday. There are 12 
staff members who work directly with the children; of these, eight hold relevant 
childcare qualifications at level 3 or above. The setting provides funded early 
education for three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Pike
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and manager completed a learning walk across all the areas of the 
setting to understand how the curriculum is organised.

n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the 
manager. The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors 
and outdoors. She assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with staff at appropriate times 
during the inspection and spoke to children.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 
documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting 
and committee members.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day and 
their written feedback. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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