
Inspection of Hawkesbury Pre School
In the grounds of Canvey Infant School, Long Road, CANVEY ISLAND, Essex SS8 
0JG

Inspection date: 11 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thoroughly enjoy attending this bustling pre-school, where they thrive in 
staff's expert care. They confidently communicate their needs, wants and ideas, 
knowing that they are valued and treated with the utmost respect. Children build 
strong bonds with staff and show that they feel safe and secure. They become 
engrossed in their chosen activity from the moment they arrive. Children show high 
levels of concentration as they ponder which colours to mix to create the colour 
purple. They test out their ideas and show their immense delight as they discover 
the successful combination of colours. Children show resilience and continue to 
achieve their aim when they are not immediately successful.

Children learn about their similarities and differences, celebrating what makes them 
unique. They learn about festivals and celebrations that are special to their friends, 
such as the Sri Lankan festival of Thai Pongal. Children show compassion and 
respect towards each other. They learn about children less fortunate than 
themselves, engaging in fundraising activities to support local charities. Children 
behave very well. They benefit from the consistent and calm approach from staff, 
who provide children with lots of praise and encouragement. Children gain the 
skills and positive attitudes they need to support them in the next stage in their 
education and for life.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Highly experienced and well-qualified leaders are committed to ensuring all 
children have access to the high-quality early years education that they deserve. 
They establish an ambitious curriculum that successfully helps children make 
progress from their starting points and prepares them for the next stage in each 
child's individual learning. The curriculum is shared efficiently with qualified staff, 
who intuitively weave learning through children's play and interests, providing 
each child with appropriate challenge.

n The provision for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
superb. Staff seek training to meet children's specific learning and medical 
needs, showing their incredible commitment to the inclusive ethos of the pre-
school. They work closely with parents and professionals to implement targeted 
interventions with respect and sensitivity. Children benefit greatly from the time 
spent with peers and staff, making significant gains in their development.

n Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the experiences their children enjoy 
at the pre-school. They comment about their child's safety and the high-quality 
care and education they receive. Parents add that they receive lots of 
information about all aspects of their child's learning and development and how 
to support ongoing learning at home. Parents praise the staff's nurturing 
approach that helps their child settle and form strong bonds with all staff. They 
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consistently comment about the progress children make in independence, 
confidence and communication and language.

n Leaders and staff are highly reflective practitioners, who precisely target training 
and coaching to support children's emerging interests and needs. For example, 
staff are highly effective in their use of strategies from several training courses 
they have attended to help children develop excellent communication and 
language skills. They understand the benefits for children of singing songs, 
reading stories and using music to support communication. 

n The commitment to children and their families is second to none. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic periods of restriction, staff kept in regular weekly contact 
with children and their families, delivering toys and resources to their homes. 
They provided daily activities from a virtual platform to help children continue 
with their learning at home. Staff continue to encourage children to borrow 
books and games to share with their family and that help them embed what 
they learn at pre-school.

n Staff provide children with meaningful hands-on experiences that help them 
remember new learning. For example, children learn about life cycles as they 
plant strawberry plants and watch the changes caterpillars undergo to transform 
into butterflies. Children compare the size of the caterpillars as they grow. They 
listen to a story about caterpillars. They make links to healthy foods they eat at 
lunch and snack times with the foods the caterpillar eats in the story. 

n Children develop independence over time. They pour water and milk into cups at 
snack time and learn how to put on their shoes and coats. Children learn about 
what their bodies can do as they ride on toy cars outside and climb the steps to 
glide down the slide. Staff give children plenty of time to practise new skills. This 
helps children to master them and build secure foundations in their learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure all staff receive regular training and updates about safeguarding 
and child protection matters. Staff know the possible indicators for child abuse and 
neglect. They know the procedures to follow should they have any concerns about 
a child's welfare. Leaders follow robust processes that help to assure the suitability 
of adults working with children. They ensure all staff know how to whistle-blow 
concerns about staff should they need to. Staff demonstrate a proactive approach 
to learn about and understand wider safeguarding issues, such as the risks to 
children of being exposed to extremist views.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY448246

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10127334

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 64

Name of registered person Hawkesbury Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531681

Telephone number 01268 514045

Date of previous inspection 22 November 2012

Information about this early years setting

Hawkesbury Pre School first opened in 1974. The current registration dates from 
2012. The pre-school employs 15 staff, of whom 14 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 and above, including two staff who hold qualified teacher 
status.  The pre-school opens Monday to Friday during school term time only. 
Sessions are from 8.45am to 3.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-olds.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gail Warnes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and nominated individual joined the inspector on a learning walk 
and talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want their 
children to learn.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views together with parents' written feedback.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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