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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are greeted at their classrooms by friendly staff. They excitedly enter the 
club and confidently talk about their day at school. All children become highly 
engaged in the activities that have been provided for them. They beam with pride 
as they show off their 'latest craft creations'. Children are extremely confident and 
self-assured. 

All children have a sense of ownership of the club. They are regularly consulted 
about the activities that are provided and the expectations of the club. They 
behave exceptionally well and talk about the importance of following rules. They 
tell visitors that these are in place to keep them safe. Children share and take turns 
with each other, supported by the nurturing, calm staff. They show great care of 
the resources as they tidy them away before getting out different games. 

Children confidently communicate their views and share their experiences of the 
club. They describe it as 'fun'. They independently select activities of their choosing 
and invite other children to join in with them. Children interact well together as 
they play hide and seek or use the outdoor space to hunt for bugs. They problem 
solve as a group when considering appropriate habitats for caterpillars and spiders. 
Children show high levels of respect for each other and living things.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff place a great emphasis on promoting children's social and emotional 
development. Early years children have a named key person who knows them 
well and supports them to feel secure. These adults ensure children's interests 
are reflected in the activities that are provided. Staff are extremely responsive to 
children's needs and enthusiastically join in with their games. Children build 
strong bonds with each other and with staff.

n Children benefit from many opportunities to be physically active. They take on 
challenges such as skipping with large ropes. They talk excitedly about how 
many jumps they can achieve. Children show good coordination as they run and 
tackle in football matches. They squeeze into tight spaces as they disguise 
themselves during a game of hide and seek. Children's physical development is 
supported well. 

n Children are provided with a range of healthy food that meets their dietary 
needs. They enjoy fruit and take on the tricky task of peeling tangerines. They 
independently make their own wraps and choose what filling they would like. 
Children know to wash their hands before mealtimes and staff also model this 
well. They regularly drink water throughout the afternoon and are reminded to 
keep hydrated by staff after they take part in physical activities, such as football. 

Inspection report: Crackerjacks Out of School Club
5 May 2022 2



This helps children to learn about healthy lifestyle choices.
n Relationships with parents are particularly strong at this club. Parents praise the 

'brilliant staff' and the well-resourced environment. They say their children are 
extremely happy at the club and have developed very close bonds with the staff. 
Children have built relationships with those from other year groups since 
starting. Parents are extremely happy with the service provided.

n Staff know the children and families well and encourage them to talk about their 
own culture. For example, children independently make flags from around the 
world during a craft session. They ensure these represent the countries where 
all children and staff were born. They show them off proudly and state, 'this one 
is mine'. They find sticks outside to make the flag poles. Children gain a good 
understanding of what makes them unique. 

n Leaders ensure all staff are well supported. They receive a robust induction to 
enable them to become familiar with their roles and responsibilities. Staff are 
highly qualified and leaders are committed to providing opportunities for them to 
access further training opportunities as well as prioritising their well-being. Staff 
talk about the positive impact this support has on their practice. 

n Partnerships with the host school are strong. Staff have good relationships with 
the teachers to support them to build on children's skills and knowledge. For 
example, they talk to staff each day as they collect the children and are aware of 
the topics that are being explored in school. This supports consistency for 
children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff attend regular training to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. 
Recently, they have learned about the signs that someone may be being criminally 
exploited and the procedures to follow. Staff are aware of the steps to take if they 
have a concern about a child's welfare or the behaviour of a staff member or 
manager. Staff maintain a safe and secure environment for the children. They 
support children to look for hazards in the environment. Children remind their 
friends about these safety messages, such as not to swing on chairs as they may 
fall and hurt themselves. Children also know the importance of maintaining a 
register in case of a fire.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511468

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10219632

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Crackerjacks Out of School Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527231

Telephone number 07792 913478 to 07798 913478

Date of previous inspection 31 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Crackerjacks Out of School Club was registered in 1996. It operates from 
Grosvenor Road Primary School, Salford. The club employs five members of 
childcare staff. Of these, three hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 
3 and two hold qualifications at level 6. The club opens Monday to Friday from 
7.45am until 9am and 3.10pm until 5.45pm. A holiday club operates from 7.45am 
until 5.45pm during the school holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager of the areas used by 
the club to find out how they are organised, and the range of activities provided.

n Children told the inspector about what they like to do when they are at the club.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n A joint observation was completed with the deputy manager.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the club with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working at the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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