
Inspection of Simply Kids
The Woodside Academy, Morland Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 6NF

Inspection date: 3 May 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happy to attend and enjoy their time at the after-school club. The 
children are pupils from three local schools and attend a mixture of sessions, 
including breakfast club, after school and during the holidays. However, they mix 
well together and form strong friendships with their peers and the staff. The club 
promotes a culture of inclusion where children learn about other cultures and 
religions. Children develop an understanding of showing respect and learn to 
celebrate differences within their local community. Children and staff laugh 
together as they participate in a wide range of activities which ignite their 
imaginations. For example, children demonstrate their creativity as they design and 
make 'cup monster' puppets and model with the dough.

Children confidently make choices in their play. They chat to staff about their day 
and share their news with the group. Staff join in conversations and ask questions 
about their interests. Children read out daily affirmations together, which supports 
their positive approach towards their play and attitudes. The staff have high 
expectations and role model expected behaviour effectively. Children use good 
manners and behave well. Children understand the club rules and are kind to their 
friends. Older children mix with their younger peers and include them in activities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnership working with the host school, other schools children attend, and 
parents is effective. Information is shared to provide continuity of care, 
supporting transition times and the health needs for all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. The club is working with the 
host school to provide workshops for parents on managing behaviour and 
mental health.

n Staff provide regular opportunities for children to be physically active and 
increase their understanding of healthy lifestyles. Children enjoy playing team 
games, they practise their football and basketball skills and celebrate scoring 
goals. Children enjoy the challenge of the trim trail and use the equipment 
safely. Staff provide nutritional meals and encourage children to drink water. 
Children follow good hygiene practices.

n The manager and staff are dedicated to their roles and provide high-quality care. 
They plan a broad range of activities and include children's interest and ideas. 
This  ensures they keep children motivated and promotes a positive attitude to 
their play. Children comment that they are asked for their views and feel they 
are listened to. However, during mealtimes the noise levels are high, which 
limits children from hearing conversations. 

n Parents speak highly of the club and comment that their children feel safe and 

Inspection report: Simply Kids
3 May 2022 2



enjoy attending. They share their views regarding the manager and the staff 
team. Parents state that staff are reliable, friendly, and caring towards their 
children. Staff communicate well with parents at the end of the day about their 
children's time at the club. The club engages with community groups and 
arranges activities, such as football club for dads. They also organise charity 
events to support disadvantaged families.

n Children demonstrate high levels of confidence and independence. They 
complete tasks for themselves and clear up after they have eaten. Children 
confidently ask for resources and listen well when they are reminded about the 
club rules. Children understand the need to walk inside and manage risk for 
themselves when they use the apparatus. Talking about feelings helps children 
to reflect on their behaviour. 

n Staff engage well with the children. They observe them participating in activities 
and join in their play when invited. They encourage communication and increase 
their thinking and ideas. For example, staff join children playing instruments, 
they demonstrate a beat and children copy what they can hear, extending their 
listening skills. Children respond well to praise. 

n The manager and staff regularly review their service to help them make further 
improvements. They evaluate activities and seek views from the children. 
However, parents are not consistently asked for their feedback. All staff have 
access to further training and build on their knowledge. Staff are supported well 
by the manager and regular appraisals provide positive feedback to help them 
develop as professionals. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager implements a safer recruitment procedure and ensures all staff are 
suitable to work with children. All staff have completed safeguarding training, 
including the 'Prevent' duty. They can recognise the signs and symptoms that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm or abuse and know the procedures to follow if 
they have any concerns about a child's welfare. Staff ensure the environment is 
safe for children, they use risk assessments and ensure children are supervised 
effectively. Staff teach children about road safety and hold discussions with 
children about online safety and keeping themselves safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2553142

Local authority Croydon

Inspection number 10215781

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Simply Kids UK Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2520665

Telephone number 07951214290

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Simply Kids registered in 2019. It is one of two provisions and operates from The 
Woodside Academy, in Croydon. It is open weekdays from 7.30am to 9am and 
3pm to 6.30pm during school term times. It also provides a holiday play scheme 
during school holidays, opening from 7.30am to 6pm Monday to Friday. There are 
seven members of staff. The manager holds a relevant level 3 childcare 
qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Craig
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector viewed the play spaces available to the children and observed 
interactions between staff and children.

n Children and parents spoke to the inspector and shared their views.
n The inspector carried out a tour of the setting and held discussions with the 

manager and staff during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation including suitability checks, 

insurance, and staff qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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