
Inspection of Hindsford Day Nursery
Lodge Road, Atherton, Manchester, Lancashire M46 9BL

Inspection date: 11 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm welcome on arrival from the long-standing, kind and 
nurturing staff, who know them well. They are happy and settle well. Children form 
strong and caring bonds with their key persons. Babies who are settling in get 
plenty of cuddles and individual care, which helps them to become confident within 
the nursery environment. Good arrangements are in place to support children who 
are learning English as an additional language. Staff find out about children's home 
language vocabulary to support young children's language development. Staff kept 
in contact with families during the COVID-19 pandemic. This supported children's 
continued learning and emotional well-being. 

Children behave well and develop a positive attitude to learning.  Staff use high-
quality interactions and questioning that support children to develop their 
communication skills. They encourage conversations about what children create 
while using dough. Children relish playing with the play dough. They develop their 
imagination as they pretend to make cakes. Children roll the dough using their 
small-muscle skills. They use tools such as rolling pins with control. Children tell 
staff that they make cakes at home. Children excitedly go outside at different times 
of the day. Staff take children out weekly to visit places in the local community. 
Children identify how to keep themselves safe when out and about.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from a wide range of activities and a broad curriculum which 
follows children's interests and, on the whole, builds on what they already know 
and can do. Staff observe children to make sure they are achieving the individual 
targets set for them and set new targets for children regularly. However, some 
staff do not know what skills or knowledge they want the children to gain from 
the activities they plan for them. This means that, occasionally, the teaching 
does not build on what children know and can do.

n Staff understand the needs of individual children and have created a warm and 
inclusive setting where all children are welcomed and celebrated. Children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities receive excellent support. The 
special educational needs and disability coordinator quickly identifies gaps in 
children's learning and implements strategies swiftly to support individual needs. 
They access external services, such as speech and language support and other 
health professionals, to initiate targeted support. This helps to narrow any gaps 
in children's development.

n Staff focus on children's emotional development. Staff have completed specific 
training to support children. Children identify how they are feeling when they 
arrive in the morning. They talk about what has happened during the day if their 
feelings change. This helps children to become aware of their own feelings and 
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how others around them feel. Children are very well behaved and play alongside 
each other well. Staff are good role models and praise children for their good 
manners as they play in the water and take turns. This helps children to develop 
respect, understanding and tolerance for each other.

n Leaders work with the staff team to create an environment that celebrates 
similarities and differences. Staff read stories to children about making friends 
and what makes everyone unique. Children think about differences in 
appearance and learn that they can be friends with everyone. In addition, pre-
school children go weekly on a minibus to take part in swimming lessons. They 
visit a nearby farm and plant and grow in an allotment they are carefully 
building to be for the community. This helps children develop their physical skills 
and learn about the world around them.

n Children enjoy stories in the garden. In addition, there are some exciting story 
sacks and puppets available to encourage interaction during group story time 
indoors. However, practitioners have not considered how they can inspire 
children's interest further to encourage them to take full advantage of the books 
on offer. 

n Parents are happy with how quickly their children have settled into this home-
from-home setting. They state that they feel well informed about their children's 
learning and development through regular information on an online app and 
verbal feedback. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff team create a safe and secure environment for children. 
Staff complete regular training to strengthen their knowledge of child protection. 
They have a broad understanding of safeguarding issues. The manager checks 
their knowledge frequently, such as during their regular staff meetings. They also 
know what steps to take should they have concerns about children's welfare or the 
conduct of a colleague. Robust recruitment procedures and established suitability 
checks ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff deploy 
themselves effectively to supervise children. Risk assessments are implemented 
well, which helps to keep children safe in the setting and on outings.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build upon staff's understanding of the curriculum intent and how this is 
delivered to ensure children are given enough time to embed their learning and 
next steps consistently

n enhance the use of stories and books throughout the setting, to support 
children's love of books and reading.

Inspection report: Hindsford Day Nursery
11 April 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY442974

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10129219

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 73

Name of registered person Hindsford Community Link (NW) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531415

Telephone number 01942 895313

Date of previous inspection 31 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Hindsford Day Nursery registered in 2012. The nursery employs 14 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
and above, including one at level 4, one at level 5 and two at level 6. The nursery 
opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 5pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzy Marsh
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager accompanied the inspector on a learning walk of the setting. She 
discussed the curriculum they provide and how this is arranged with the 
inspector. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and deputy 
manager, and they discussed the impact of teaching on children's learning. 

n A number of parents spoke to the inspector and their views were taken into 
account. 

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including the suitability 
of staff working at the nursery. 

n The inspector held discussions with staff and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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