
Inspection of Teapots Day Nursery
Elite Court, Main Street, Broughton Astley, Leicestershire LE9 6RE

Inspection date: 27 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the nursery full of enthusiasm and ready to start their day. 
Toddlers and pre-school children greet staff by name and settle into their chosen 
play immediately. Babies and younger children happily hold out their arms to 
familiar staff as they arrive. Children show that they feel safe as they move easily 
and confidently around the spaces available to them and play with a range of 
equipment.

Pre-school children are eager to learn and show good mathematical skills as they 
recognise numbers from zero to at least 10. They enjoy discovering how scales 
work by adding and removing items. Staff support them to challenge their skills 
and praise them highly for their achievements. Babies and young children 
thoroughly enjoy exploring the experiences provided. They show curiosity as they 
immerse themselves in a variety of sensory and messy play with items such as 
cereal, dough and paint. Children use their imaginations well. For example, pre-
school children use a large cardboard box as their 'stage' and enjoy singing and 
dancing to their 'audience'. Toddlers use their imagination as they move cars and 
other vehicles in flour, pretending this is mud and sand. Babies play with role-play 
cups and pots and share these with staff, as they pretend to drink and eat.

Children behave well and are supported to understand how to do so from an early 
age. When younger children push each other, they are reminded about 'kind hands' 
and to play together. Pre-school children are encouraged to 'take a breath' and 
then explain to staff what it is that has made them sad. They are praised highly for 
listening to staff and following instructions. As a result, children have high levels of 
confidence and self-esteem.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy developing their physical skills in the outdoor area and large soft-
play area. Pre-school children have fun as they jump 'up to the sky', do star 
jumps and run fast and slow. They enjoy using wheeled toys and hiding in the 
'hobbit house'. However, even though staff know that some children prefer 
learning outdoors, there are limited opportunities for them to do so.

n Staff have high expectations for children's learning. They plan a worthwhile 
curriculum that follows children's interests and helps them to make good 
progress. Staff know the children well. They successfully draw on ad-hoc 
opportunities to extend children's learning, which helps children to become 
deeply engaged in their play. For example, as children draw around their hands, 
staff suggest that they draw their nails as well and then provide paint with mini 
brushes to challenge their physical skills.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff share a wealth of information with 
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parents verbally, through meetings and by email. They obtain information about 
children's learning and experiences when they start at the nursery and use this 
to inform learning and play opportunities. Parents speak with fondness about all 
staff and express how well their children are learning. Staff exchange 
information with parents about children's development and progress, to support 
continuous learning at home.

n Overall, staff recognise the importance of supporting children's communication 
and language development. They engage in conversations with children as they 
play. Most staff introduce, model, and repeat the correct use of words. They ask 
children questions and listen to what they have to say. However, at times, staff 
are not quick to notice when some younger children would benefit from more 
adult interaction, to build on their growing speaking skills further. 

n Staff work hard to ensure that children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities have their needs met. The special educational needs coordinator has 
a good working knowledge of the children. Staff support families and work with 
other professionals to implement strategies, to help children to make the best 
progress they can.

n Children form close bonds with the caring staff, who know the children and 
families well. Staff place a strong emphasis on developing children's personal, 
social and emotional skills. They ensure that children are offered praise and lots 
of encouragement to persevere and achieve their chosen goals.  

n The management team works hard to ensure that children and staff are well 
supported in the nursery. The team recognises that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
left some children and staff feeling anxious about attending the nursery. 
Therefore, regular well-being sessions are offered for children and staff to help 
alleviate this anxiety. Staff speak highly of the management team and the 
positive support they receive. Regular meetings and appraisals are offered to 
staff to enable them to talk about issues and gaps in their skills. However, this 
process is not sharply focused enough on how staff can improve quality of 
teaching further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and all staff attend regular safeguarding training. They 
speak with confidence about the signs and symptoms of abuse and what to do 
should they suspect a child is at risk of harm. Managers ensure that staff are 
deployed appropriately throughout the nursery to ensure that children are 
continually supervised. Risk assessments are carried out every day to ensure that 
the areas children access are free from hazards. A significant incident occurred at 
the nursery which the manager did not inform Ofsted about. However, they 
managed the incident appropriately and adapted practice to prevent this from 
happening again. Therefore, this has minimal impact on the ongoing safety of 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide greater outdoor learning opportunities for children who prefer this way 
of learning 

n help staff to recognise when children would benefit from more adult interactions 
to extend and encourage their early speaking skills further 

n strengthen procedures for staff's professional development opportunities, to 
raise the standard of teaching even higher.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 223277

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10237750

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 119

Name of registered person Private Educare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522177

Telephone number 01455 286688

Date of previous inspection 3 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Teapots Day Nursery registered in 2000. The nursery employs 20 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 18 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
2. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alexandra Brouder
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Inspection activities

n This is the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspection was carried out as the result of a risk assessment, following 
information received about the provider.

n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk together to discuss the 
nursery's intention for children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector spoke with children and staff during the inspection.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.
n The inspector reviewed relevant key documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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