
Inspection of Mother Goose Corner 
Nursery
Mother Goose Corner Nursery, Spring House, 41 St. Peters Road, HUNTINGDON, 
Cambridgeshire PE29 7FH

Inspection date: 21 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive and thoroughly enjoy their time at this nursery. They arrive 
confidently, eager to see their friends and start the day. Children show high levels 
of curiosity as they explore and play. They proudly show to their friends and staff a 
centipede they find in the garden. Children listen carefully as staff explain where 
centipedes typically live. Toddlers listen intently when they hear birdsong during a 
group activity in the garden. They join in with actions to songs that staff sing, such 
as 'Two little dickie birds'.

Children benefit from the calm and relaxed environment that staff provide. They 
show that they have very strong bonds with staff. Children confidently seek staff 
out to share their ideas or seek reassurance should they feel upset. Babies receive 
prompt and sensitive responses from staff, who ensure their needs are met. They 
beam broadly as they explore gloop and crushed cereals. Older babies show their 
glee as they confidently climb the steps to glide down the slide under staff 
supervision.

Children show kindness and respect towards each other. They show increasing self-
control in managing their emotions and develop a positive understanding of how to 
behave well. For example, at group story time, pre-school children identify the 
story book as a 'golden rule book' and explain that being 'angry is not helpful'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Inspirational leaders place children at the heart of everything they do. Leaders 
establish a highly effective and ambitious curriculum that provides staff with a 
clear model to help build children's knowledge and skills over time. Leaders 
know precisely what they want children to achieve, to help prepare them for the 
next stage in their education and for life in modern Britain.

n Leaders highly value and respect staff. They invest greatly in staff's continued 
professional development and well-being. Staff say that they feel incredibly well 
supported and enjoy their work. They add that they feel empowered to research 
and try new ideas to help develop their practice and the learning experiences for 
children. Staff are highly motivated to fulfil leaders' expectations for children, 
such as to be confident communicators whose opinions are valued.

n Parents are incredibly positive about the staff and nursery. They state that staff 
'really work with them to ensure their child's development and well-being is 
supported and met'. Parents add that they feel exceptionally well informed about 
their child's progress in learning and how they can support this at home. This 
helps to inspire consistently positive attitudes to learning in children.

n Staff know children exceptionally well and precisely what each child needs to 
learn next. Staff purposely plan the learning environment to reflect children's 
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emerging interests. They instinctively weave new words and knowledge as they 
talk to children and join in their play. For example, when children choose to 
draw their faces, staff introduce words such as forehead and chin. They expertly 
use mathematical language to compare the size of pencils and shapes of facial 
features. For instance, children draw 'upside-down triangles' to represent a nose. 
They confidently discuss their similarities and differences, as staff foster their 
understanding of the diverse world in which they live.

n Staff work exceptionally well with other professionals, ensuring the child is at the 
centre of all that they do. They astutely notice when children may benefit from 
additional support and sensitively work with parents to help them access 
guidance from other professionals, when appropriate. Staff working with children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive appropriate training to 
implement targeted interventions and support. Children make significant 
progress in building their confidence.

n Staff working with babies work closely with parents to mirror home routines 
from the start. They take time to gather information from parents and structure 
settling-in sessions to meet each child's individual needs. Staff show parents and 
babies the utmost respect. For example, they routinely seek babies' and 
children's consent before changing nappies.

n Children learn how to safely use knives. Staff explain the parts of the knife and 
show children how to chop banana for their snack. Children thoroughly enjoy the 
freshly prepared meals at nursery. Leaders ensure that children's specific dietary 
requirements are shared with all staff. Children with allergies are encouraged to 
know and state what they are not permitted to eat. This helps to build essential 
self-care skills as they move on to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure staff attend regular training and receive timely updates about 
safeguarding and child protection. Staff confidently identify possible signs of abuse 
and neglect. They are highly committed to their role to protect children from harm 
and know precisely the procedures to follow should they have any concerns about 
a child's welfare or staff conduct. Leaders follow robust recruitment processes that 
help to assure the suitability of adults working with children and ongoing suitability. 
Staff demonstrate a strong understanding of wider safeguarding issues, such as 
the risks to children of hearing extremist views and female genital mutilation.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY426104

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10219591

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 96

Number of children on roll 113

Name of registered person Taylor, Valerie Jean

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904446

Telephone number 01480451874

Date of previous inspection 27 August 2015

Information about this early years setting

Mother Goose Corner Nursery registered in 2011. The nursery employs 25 staff of 
whom 18 hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3 and above, including 
one member of staff with early years professional status. The nursery is open each 
weekday from 7.30am to 6pm, excluding a week over Christmas. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gail Warnes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views together with written feedback provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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