
Inspection of Towneley Park 
Children's Nursery Ltd
Tarleton House, Todmorden Road, Burnley, Lancashire BB11 3ES

Inspection date: 20 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages clearly enjoy playing and learning with the staff and each other. 
They happily busy themselves with the wide range of interesting activities on offer. 
Children greatly benefit from staff who understand the importance of talking, 
singing, and reading stories with children, particularly due to the impact of COVID-
19. Children hear and practise lots of new words and phrases which supports their 
communication and language development. The high number of children attending 
who require a range of additional support have their needs met exceptionally well. 
This is because staff make sure they all know exactly what each child needs to 
keep them calm, safe, and engaged in learning. All children are making good 
progress and are well prepared for their next stage in learning. 

Babies have lots of space and opportunities to safely climb, crawl and practise 
walking to support their physical development. Toddlers and older children show 
increasing confidence as they challenge themselves to climb and balance on 
outdoor equipment. Young children are becoming increasingly independent and 
learning to do things for themselves. They listen to adults and are beginning to 
follow instructions. Older children are learning to listen to one another, share their 
ideas, write their name, and understand letters and their sounds, ready for school. 
They behave well and are learning to consider the feelings of others. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff regularly monitor and evaluate the quality of care and 
education they provide. They moderate each other's practice, use staff meetings 
to share ideas, and seek the views of children and parents. Staff reflect on their 
professional development and training needs and leaders address these. This 
had led to the quality of care and education improving to a good standard.

n Leaders have a clear understanding of what they want children to learn and 
support staff to implement this effectively. They regularly check what children 
know and can do and identify gaps in their learning and development. For 
example, they noticed many children had fallen behind in their communication 
and language, physical, and personal, social, and emotional development due to 
COVID-19. Leaders and staff adapt the curriculum to make sure children catch 
up and make good progress. 

n Staff take time to get to know their key children. They work with parents, carers, 
and other professionals, to understand children's interests, what they know and 
can do, their needs and their life at home. Staff also carefully consider how best 
to spend any additional funding, such as purchasing specialist resources or 
training. Staff plan activities that build on children's learning and support their 
good progress. However, they do not consider how to challenge children to the 
highest level, particularly the most able, so they make exceptional progress.    
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n The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) is excellent. The special educational needs coordinators are extremely 
knowledgeable and experienced in identifying additional needs and swiftly 
securing appropriate interventions. They make sure staff understand how to 
effectively use a range of strategies to sensitively meet the needs of the 
children. This enables all children to fully take part in nursery life.

n Staff interact well with children, so they become deeply engaged as they explore 
and investigate the exciting activities. However, when it is time to tidy up or to 
go inside for story time, children are not given time to prepare for this change in 
routine, or finish what they are doing. As a result, children become frustrated.  

n Staff provide children with lots of praise and encouragement, so they learn to be 
confident and independent. Children are reminded of the rules and expectations 
of nursery and staff teach children how to identify and manage their feelings 
and behaviours. Children learn about what makes them unique through real-life 
experiences. For example, wearing ear defenders, examining hearing aids and 
learning sign language, to understand what it is like to be deaf. 

n During the COVID-19 pandemic, staff worked hard to keep in touch with parents 
and support children's learning. Now restrictions have eased, parents are coming 
into the setting again and staff are working hard to re-establish relationships. 
Parents report that they are kept informed of their child's progress and how to 
support their child's learning at home. Parents are happy with the progress their 
children are making and say staff go above and beyond to help them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff are experienced in working with a range of professionals, parents 
and carers, to support children's safety and well-being. Leaders check staff's 
knowledge and understanding regularly through questioning and posing scenarios. 
Leaders and staff know the correct policies and procedures to follow should they 
have a concern about a child. Staff are confident that leaders will act on their 
concerns, but also follow this up to check and learn the outcome. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to provide children with opportunities that stretch and challenge their 
learning to the highest level

n review how transitions between daily routines and activities are managed so 
children have time to finish what they are doing and prepare for these changes.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY536600

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10127427

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 120

Number of children on roll 102

Name of registered person Towneley Park Childrens' Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536599

Telephone number 01282 416020

Date of previous inspection 25 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

Towneley Park Children's Nursery Ltd registered in 2016. The nursery employs 22 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 20 members of staff hold appropriate 
qualifications at level 2 and above. The provider holds qualified teacher status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Flesher
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Inspection activities

n The area manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager 

and area manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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