
Inspection of The Village Nursery, 
Shenington
Shenington Airfield, Rattlecombe Road, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY

Inspection date: 14 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and enjoy their time at nursery. They have access to a variety 
of stimulating and interesting activities and resources, for example shaving foam. 
Children squeal in delight as they touch and hold the foam. Children form secure 
friendships across the age ranges. Older children support the younger children in 
their play. For example, they show them how to blow bubbles. Children enjoy 
positive interactions with the adults. They explore the garden and show great joy 
at digging in the large sandpit with a sit-on digger. Children manage their own risk 
when climbing in the garden. They help each other by offering a hand to support 
balance. 

Children's behaviour is good and minor conflicts are soon resolved. Staff model 
positive behaviour and guide children through sharing and turn taking. Children are 
building good communication and language skills. Through descriptive 
communications with staff, new vocabulary emerges as they talk about the activity 
the children are doing. The quality of teaching is good. This is evident in how 
children explore and discover new activities. They enjoy listening and talking about 
seeds and what they need to be able to grow.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has made significant improvements to the nursery. Staff training 
has been effective in developing staff knowledge and skills. Staff attend regular 
staff meetings where they discuss the next steps for children's learning. They 
then plan challenging yet exciting activities and learning experiences for 
individual children.

n The manager is ambitious in what she wants the children to learn and shares 
this effectively with staff through regular supervisions and evaluation of practice.

n Staff training has improved communication greatly. They talk with the children 
about what they are doing and model active listening skills. Staff allow the 
children to express their ideas and give time for them to respond to adult 
interactions. 

n Children develop good language skills and vocabulary. Staff observe children's 
play and offer an open dialogue of what they are doing. They use challenging 
and open-ended questioning to develop vocabulary further. This helps children 
to listen, use new vocabulary and learn what it means. However, staff do not 
always offer the same level of communication when children are playing outside.

n Children of all ages play well together and enjoy the friendships they have. They 
actively seek out their best friend to play with. They enjoy sharing the farm 
animals and farm vehicles, making the sounds of the animals and giggling in 
delight.

n Staff interact effectively with children, supporting the development of their skills 
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and enhancing their learning. They encourage children to be independent in 
making choices. Children enjoy helping themselves to resources, such as the 
bubble mixture in the garden.

n Children manage risks in their play well and staff are on hand to ensure they are 
safe. Children express their interests and needs well. They meet their own 
personal hygiene needs, such as toileting. Children know the routine of the day, 
although they are not always involved in transition times, such as tidy up time. 
Staff tidy ready for lunch, which does not further support children's knowledge.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff provide regular feedback to parents to 
share information about their children's progress. They also provide ideas for 
activities at home to further support children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are competent and committed to safeguarding children. They have a strong 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities. They ensure risk assessments are 
effective to minimise risk. They recognise signs and indicators of abuse. Staff have 
a clear understanding of how to record and refer any concerns. Additionally, staff 
know what to do if they have concerns about colleagues. They know how to report 
concerns about staff to the local authority designated officer. Staff have access to 
the required contact information and are confident in following up on any concerns 
raised. The manager is competent in safer recruitment. A thorough process is 
effective in maintaining and ensuring continuous suitability of staff. Regular 
supervisions and reviews of practice provides insight for any areas of development.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend staff interaction and communication while outside to facilitate more 
learning and challenge to the children

n review the organisation of daily routines to extend learning opportunities for the 
children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482561

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10217041

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Wray-Mitchell, Amanda Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP516082

Telephone number 01295 688476

Date of previous inspection 22 November 2021

Information about this early years setting

The Village Nursery, Shenington registered in 2014 and is situated in Shenington, 
near Banbury, Oxfordshire. It is open from Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 8.30am to 6pm. The nursery employs five members of staff. The 
manager holds a relevant qualification at level 6, three other members of staff hold 
qualifications at level 3 and one is working towards a level 2 qualification. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Robinson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector met with parents to gather their views.
n The manager and the inspector went on a learning walk throughout the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with staff throughout the inspection at convenient 

times.
n The manager and the inspector discussed and reviewed actions taken since the 

last inspection.
n The manager and the inspector met to discuss leadership and management of 

the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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