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Inspection of Kings Avenue School

Kings Avenue, London SW4 8BQ

Inspection dates: 9 and 10 March 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement
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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are happy and safe at this school. They value the positive relationships they
have with staff. Leaders in the school are ambitious for pupils, both in terms of
behaviour and their academic progress. Pupils meet these high expectations. They
enjoy their learning, work well in lessons and appreciate rewards for positive
behaviour. The ‘star pupil of the week’ has the opportunity for a trip to the ‘book
hut’, where they can pick a new book to keep.

Pupils speak confidently about the school’s ‘moral compass’. This consists of four key
behaviours: to be kind, honest, helpful and fair. This guidance helps them think
about how to act and behave. Pupils know what bullying is and know that it is not
tolerated in the school. Staff deal well with any minor incidents.

Leaders encourage pupils to take part in leadership opportunities. They want pupils
to have a voice. The active school council contributes to decisions about school life,
including taste-testing for the canteen. Teachers encourage pupils to create their
own clubs. A pupil-run book club has recently been set up. This is well attended by
other pupils. Older pupils support younger ones. For example, Year 6 pupils regularly
offer support to early readers.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders and teachers are working hard to develop a broad and ambitious
curriculum. Subject leaders deliver training to improve the expertise of all teachers.
They know how their curriculum areas link to the early years foundation stage
(EYFS). These links are a key part of their planning.

Governors have a clear understanding of the curriculum. They have visited the
school to further their understanding of their link subject areas. Curriculum leaders
present and discuss their subjects at governing body meetings.

Subject leaders identify the key knowledge and skills that pupils need to understand
and build up over time. This is having a positive impact on pupils’ learning. Year 6
pupils were using their learning on angles, multiplication and division to successfully
solve a mathematical problem linked to the area of a triangle. Pupils in Years 3 and
4 in music were able to identify the differences between major and minor scales.

Leaders have prioritised reading, and pupils learn to read well. Teachers follow a
clear and well-planned phonics programme. They have received the correct training
and use this in their practice. Children start this reading programme from Reception
Year onwards. Some children in Nursery start the phonics programme before they
join Reception if they are ready. Pupils read books that match the sounds that they
know, both in school and at home. This means that they can confidently use their
learning to help them read unknown words. Leaders assess pupils regularly and
identify those who need additional help quickly. Pupils receive additional lessons to
help them catch up.
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Pupils can use some subject-specific vocabulary well. In the EYFS, children were
using their knowledge of three-dimensional shapes to help them explain vertices. In
music, pupils in Years 5 and 6 could explain and demonstrate their understanding of
rhythm. However, some struggled to show understanding of other subject-specific
concepts, such as tempo and pitch. In science, Year 3 pupils were not able to clearly
describe how shadows are formed. Leaders are working to identify and close these
gaps in pupils’ learning.

Teachers are aware of the needs of pupils, including those with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils with SEND have work adapted to ensure
that they can access the full curriculum. Teachers regularly check pupils’
understanding and review their learning. However, on a small number of occasions,
misconceptions were not addressed effectively by staff both in lessons and in pupils’
work.

Pupils meet the clear expectations that teachers have of them. They behave well in
lessons and are respectful and kind towards each other. They benefit from a
curriculum that goes beyond the subjects that they learn. They learn how to keep
themselves safe online, and how to respect diversity. Pupils have a clear
understanding of democracy and appreciate the roles they can hold in the school.
These include being on the school council and as play leaders.

Teachers are well supported by school leaders. Leaders are accessible, and staff
value this. They know that they can ask for help, particularly with workload. They
appreciate the care and consideration given to their well-being.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Clear routines are in place to track and respond to safeguarding needs. Staff are
clear about identifying potential concerns and how to log these. School leaders use
external agencies effectively and make relevant referrals when required. Staff have
received safeguarding training and they are aware of specific contextual
safeguarding concerns for the school.

Pupils learn about online safety, consideration of mental health and an age-
appropriate understanding of healthy relationships. All statutory checks are in place.
Governors seek assurances that school leaders are following these routines and
expectations.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
® While the curriculum is well thought out, teaching does not always respond to

pupils who make mistakes. This means that some misconceptions go
unaddressed. Teachers must ensure that they are following the school’s policy
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and approaches when correcting pupils’ work and identifying misconceptions,
whether in books or in lessons.

B Pupils can recall key concepts and prior learning across a range of subjects. At
times, their fluency of this recall, particularly linking to key subject-specific
terminology, is not as clear as it should be. Leaders must continue to identify and
address these gaps in learning.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details

Unique reference number 133315
Local authority Lambeth
Inspection number 10211670
Type of school Primary
School category Community
Age range of pupils 3to 11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 190

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Matthew Bryant

e e eate=e)

Website www.kingsavenueschool.co.uk

Date of previous inspection 18 MaY 2021, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The executive headteacher has changed since the previous inspection. He took up
post in September 2021.

B The school does not currently use any alternative provision.

B An external provider is used to run a breakfast club and after-school club at the
school.

Information about this inspection
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with leaders and have
taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspection team spoke to the executive headteacher, the head of school and
members of the senior leadership team. Inspectors also spoke to the school
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improvement adviser from the local authority. They also met with representatives
of the governing body.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, science and
music. For each deep dive, inspectors met with subject leaders, looked at
curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to pupils
about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. Inspectors also looked
at curriculum plans and sampled books from religious education, humanities, art
and design, and English.

B Inspectors spoke with the designated safeguarding lead, reviewed the single
central record and scrutinised relevant documentation. They also spoke to pupils
and staff.

B Inspectors looked at the responses to Ofsted’s Parent View survey, including the
free-text comments, and looked at the responses to surveys for staff and pupils
respectively.

Inspection team

Sophie Healey-Welch, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

Ellie Whilby Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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