School report

Inspection of Murrow Primary
Academy
73 Murrow Bank, Murrow, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 4HD

Inspection dates:

1 and 2 March 2022

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Early years provision

Good

Previous inspection grade

Not previously inspected under section 5
of the Education Act 2005

What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils are happy, safe and enjoy coming to school. They develop warm respectful
relationships with adults. Together they ensure that the school, affectionately known
as ‘team Murrow’, is a harmonious and happy place to learn. Throughout the day,
pupils take turns, listen to each other and are always looking for ways to help each
other.
Pupils rise to their teachers’ high expectations. Pupils behave well around the school
and in lessons. Bullying is rare. Pupils are confident that staff deal with any
instances of bullying straight away and it stops.
Pupils feel safe and cared for by staff. One pupil’s comment that, ‘Every teacher
helps to keep us safe, and they are really nice’ was typical of the view of many
others. Pippin, the school dog, is a very popular member of the team.
Pupils enjoy learning. They talk with enthusiasm about the new things they study. In
lessons they focus closely on what they are learning. They read widely and talk
about books enthusiastically. They enjoy the extra-curricular activities, trips and the
many opportunities they have to take responsibility in the school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Leaders have ensured that pupils from Reception through to Year 6 follow a
carefully crafted and ambitious curriculum. Leaders have thought about what pupils
need to know and be able to do over time.
Reading is taught well. From the start of Reception, pupils gain confidence to
recognise single sounds and common words. Skilled adults support pupils to practise
and improve their reading. Many pupils are reading fluently by the end of Year 2.
Older pupils enjoy reading and read a wide variety of authors and genres. Teachers
introduce vocabulary clearly in lessons. This helps older pupils to better understand
what they are reading. They become confident to read more challenging books.
However, a few pupils who are not yet fluent readers are not provided with books
that are carefully matched to sounds they are learning.
Teachers have a detailed knowledge of most subjects and how to teach them. They
introduce pupils to new information, including subject-specific words, in small,
manageable steps. Teachers check pupils’ understanding carefully. Teachers also
provide pupils with many opportunities to revisit what they have studied in the past.
Pupils remember what they have been taught. They produce good quality work.
Staff are creative in using well-chosen resources to make learning interesting for
pupils. In Reception, children use natural materials to compare and order numbers
and shapes when learning outdoors. They respond enthusiastically to the weekly
challenges that their teachers set.
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In a few subjects, leaders have not completed their development of the curriculum.
Where this is the case, teachers do not adapt and deliver the learning as effectively
as they do in most subjects.
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) access the same
curriculum as their classmates. Adults support them effectively to be increasingly
independent in their learning. This helps pupils with SEND to be ready for secondary
school.
Pupils behave well. They are attentive in lessons. Pupils understand and value the
school rules. From the start of Reception, pupils learn to take turns and share. They
understand that reflecting on their behaviour helps them to make good choices.
Well-attended clubs in the morning help to get the day off to a good start for many
pupils.
Leaders have provided many opportunities for pupils to aim high and be ready for
their next steps after Murrow. Pupils develop their confidence and resilience through
outdoor learning. They learn about responsibility by taking on leadership roles such
as play leaders and physical education (PE) ambassadors. Pupils get the chance to
develop their talents in the many clubs, such as curling. Leaders make sure pupils
learn about different religions and ways of life. Pupils understand the importance of
equality. They learn to respect people from different backgrounds.
Staff feel supported and valued by school leaders and each other. Governors are
considerate of staff well-being. They ensure leaders have the time and support they
need to sustain and improve the quality of education. Training, by trust leaders and
other providers, helps staff to be knowledgeable and effective in their work.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Pupils feel safe at this school. They know there are adults they can speak with if
they are worried about something.
Leaders, including governors, recognise the importance of safeguarding. They take
necessary steps to ensure that pupils are safe. Leaders and staff receive regular
safeguarding training. Staff understand the processes to keep pupils safe at school.
When a concern is raised about a pupil’s welfare, leaders ensure that important
information is carefully recorded. Leaders take appropriate action, including working
with external agencies, to get vulnerable pupils the support they need.
Minor administrative errors found by inspectors with record-keeping were resolved
by leaders.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Leaders have not ensured that, for a few pupils, books are closely matched to
their emerging phonic knowledge. This means that these pupils sometimes
struggle to rapidly develop their reading skills. Leaders should accelerate their
work to ensure that books are well matched to each pupil’s phonic knowledge so
that pupils can become fluent readers.
 In a few subjects, leaders have not made clear what pupils should learn. This
means that teachers are dependent on further support and clarification from
subject leaders and are not as confident when teaching these subjects. Leaders
must give staff training and guidance to deliver all subjects equally well.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

145147

Local authority

Cambridgeshire

Inspection number

10212049

Type of school

Primary

School category

Academy sponsor-led

Age range of pupils

4 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

99

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of governing body

Alan Ball

Headteacher

Ruth Bailey

Website

www.murrowprimary.co.uk

Date of previous inspection

Not previously inspected

Information about this school
 Murrow Primary Academy became a sponsor–led academy in 2017. The school is
part of the Diamond Learning Partnership Trust.
 The school manages a school breakfast club.

Information about this inspection
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.
 Inspectors carried out deep dives into mathematics, PE, reading and science. For
each deep dive, inspectors met with subject leaders, reviewed curriculum
documentation, visited lessons, spoke with pupils and teachers from the lessons
visited and looked at pupils’ work. The lead inspector also listened to some pupils
read to members of staff.
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 Inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher and the special
educational needs coordinator.
 Inspectors spoke with groups of pupils and staff as well as observing pupils at
breaktimes.
 Inspectors scrutinised documentation relating to safeguarding of pupils including
the single central record of recruitment checks. Inspectors also reviewed school
records for behaviour, the school’s evaluation of the work it does, the school’s
development plan and minutes of governors’ meetings.
 An inspector held a meeting with the trustees including the chair of trustees, the
chair of the local governing body and the chief executive officer of the trust.
 An inspector spoke with some parents after school. Inspectors also took into
account 31 responses to the Ofsted parent questionnaire, Ofsted Parent View.
 An inspector reviewed 16 responses to the staff survey and 52 responses to the
pupil survey.

Inspection team
Lynne Williams, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

James Chester

Her Majesty’s Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2022
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