
Inspection of Clarence House 
Wellingborough Nursery
17-19 Cedar Way, Wellingborough NN8 4SL

Inspection date: 4 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and quickly settle. They are greeted by friendly staff who have 
suitably high expectations for children's learning. Staff ensure that meeting 
individual children's needs is at the heart of this warm and welcoming nursery. 
They work extremely well as a team and are quick to share relevant information 
from parent handovers with each other. Children feel safe here. They have strong 
relationships with staff and are quick to share smiles and cuddles.

Children enjoy learning both indoors and outdoors. All children, including the very 
youngest, are learning to communicate well. Staff chatter with children, sing songs 
and tell stories to encourage them to talk. Children's vocabulary is developed 
through a variety of activities. For example, when children clamber into a car 
outside and shout 'beep, beep', staff respond and ask where they are going. Staff 
skilfully use spontaneous activities to support children to extend their mathematical 
knowledge and develop social skills. For example, nursery children learn about 
mathematics as they explore outside and negotiate balance beams. They count and 
name colours as they sort cars and post them down the garage slide. Children 
learn to be kind to their friends and share toys with each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff encourage all children, including babies, to develop physical skills both 
indoors and outdoors. Outdoors, babies and toddlers stand together at the water 
tray and blow bubbles. There is room to run around and climb, along with places 
to dig and explore. Indoors, babies are supported to explore their environment. 
Staff encourage them to stand and move around the room independently.

n Children behave well. This is because staff have clear expectations of 
appropriate behaviour. Staff support daily routines which even the youngest 
children are beginning to understand. For example, toddlers are supported to 
wash their hands and put their bib on, so they are ready for lunch. During lunch, 
staff encourage all children to use spoons, toddlers are supported to use forks, 
and all children drink water from their own cups. After lunch, all of the babies 
and some of the toddlers have a rest. Staff respond well to all children 
individually; they work to understand the needs of very young children. For 
example, when a baby becomes upset, staff interpret their cries and offer them 
a comforting cuddle. When this does not soothe, they offer them warm milk. 
Staff put the needs of the children first.

n Children settle quickly and this means they are ready to learn. Staff support all 
children to understand and manage their own feelings. For instance, when two 
toddlers struggle to share a watering can, staff ably support them and offer 
them other resources. Staff encourage children to think about each other and 
talk to them about sharing and taking turns. Very young children are starting to 
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develop respect and building relationships with their peers.
n The leadership team supports all staff to engage with training, including 

apprenticeships, in-house training and degree-level development. Staff comment 
that they feel highly valued and supported in their work with children.

n Staff ably assess what children can do and use their assessments to support 
children's next stage of learning, whether that be moving between nursery 
rooms or preparing to move on to pre-school. Staff plan effectively for all 
children, including the very youngest. However, sometimes, they do not use 
opportunities to extend or build on children's skills and knowledge to ensure that 
they make sustained progress.

n Staff plan an ambitious curriculum which is exciting for children and encourages 
them to explore. For instance, children enjoy handling soft grain in a tray on the 
floor. They scoop and pour, filling and emptying containers. Staff encourage 
children to talk as they play. Children are supported by staff to count and name 
colours. Staff recognise that not all children have outdoor play spaces at home, 
so they plan for children to spend time outside every day. Children are 
encouraged and helped to climb and balance on a range of equipment. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has an effective plan to ensure that children are safe. Staff use daily 
routines to create a safe environment for children. For example, they work very 
well together to bring children downstairs from the nursery to the garden and 
repeat the process when they return. The manager and staff have a broad 
awareness of safeguarding and understand how to identify the signs and 
symptoms of abuse. They have clear policies and guidance to support them with 
reporting their concerns about children's welfare or the behaviours of adults. Staff 
know who they can talk to about their concerns. The manager uses a robust 
process for recruiting staff and ensuring their suitability.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's understanding of how to extend children's learning so they make 
the best possible progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY492941

Local authority North Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10076548

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 2

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Clarence House Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903550

Telephone number 01933 778112

Date of previous inspection 19 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Clarence House Wellingborough Nursery registered in 2015. It is linked with an 
adjacent pre-school and is one of 10 early years settings managed by Clarence 
House Day Nurseries Ltd. The nursery opens all year round. Sessions are from 
8.30am until 6pm Monday to Wednesday, and from 8.30am to 5.30pm on 
Thursday and Friday. The nursery provides funded early education for two-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Siddons
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector held meetings with the nursery manager and two members of 
staff. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n Relevant documentation was viewed by the inspector, including evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery leader.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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