
Inspection of Little Gems Nursery
Unique Enterprise Centre, Belfield Road, ROCHDALE, Lancashire OL16 2UP

Inspection date: 30 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children spend their time immersed in play. They laugh out loud and excitedly 
explore the array of resources available to them. Toddlers delight in imaginative 
play. They serve dinners and cups of tea to staff. Children enjoy watching as staff 
pretend to eat and compliment their efforts as 'yummy'. Toddlers go on to care for 
the baby dolls in their room. They carefully tuck them in to sleep and pat their 
backs reassuringly. Staff support children well during activities. They narrate as 
children play. This helps to expose younger children to new words.

Pre-school children work together to achieve goals. They create an obstacle course 
outside. When they have run out of bricks they quickly begin to brainstorm 
together. They discuss ideas as a team to decide what other resources can be used 
to finish their project. Children show close bonds with peers and staff as they 
celebrate their success together. Staff extend children's learning. For instance, 
when constructing their course, staff encourage children to think about what safety 
elements they might need. Children recall previous learning and decide to put on 
construction hats, 'like builders do!'.

The manager has recently allowed parents to re-enter the building, having 
previously been stopped in response to COVID-19. Children and parents appreciate 
this. Parents feel more connected to their children's learning experiences now. 
Children enjoy showing their parents the toys and their work.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children's personal development well. Pre-school children chop 
their own fruit and prepare fruit kebabs for their friends to snack on. All children 
know when to wash their hands and do this without prompt. During lunch, all 
children consider the food on offer and load up their own plates. They scrape 
their plates into the bin when finished and deposit their plates to be washed. 
Even the youngest children manage this with ease. This practice helps to 
support children's growing independence. This is especially helpful for those 
children who are due to start primary school this year.

n Children enjoy close, warm relationships with staff. The key-person system is 
very secure. Key persons know their children impressively well. They skilfully 
adapt the curriculum to support children's individual needs and complement 
their personal interests. This supports children's good progress and means all 
children access the curriculum effectively. They learn new things, remember 
past learning and relate play to their home lives. As a result, children with delays 
in their development quickly begin to catch up to their peers. 

n Children behave well. They listen attentively to staff and their peers. Older 
children follow instructions and treat their friends kindly. They say 'please' and 
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'thank you' to one another and share toys happily. Younger children 
accommodate their friends within their play. They take turns, invite others to 
join in and smile happily at one another. Children are confident.

n Parents praise the manager and staff. They feel recent changes have increased 
the quality of provision. They appreciate the manager and her 'open 
communication'. The manager shares policies and procedures with parents when 
they first access the setting. However, not all parents read these documents, 
and as a result, are unaware of key information. For instance, parents do not 
always know where to escalate concerns should they have any.

n Children make lots of choices throughout the day. They help to make decisions, 
such as what to play with, where to play and what books to read. For the most 
part, their choices are adhered to. However, on occasion, staff ask children if 
they would like help and do not respect their response. Similarly, some staff do 
not recognise when children make their desires clear, such as wanting to leave 
the table. They sit children back down without explaining why or helping them 
to understand expectations. This leads to some minor frustration among the 
children. 

n Children's mathematics skills are supported well. Staff are keen to involve 
numbers, shape and measure in most aspects of the curriculum. Children 
embrace this. Younger children begin to count out loud and separate groups of 
objects. Older children confidently discuss space and measure when filling and 
emptying containers of sand. This benefits children, especially those approaching 
primary school age. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has created a culture of awareness within the setting. She, alongside 
the staff, has a sound understanding of safeguarding needs within the local area. 
All those who work with children are acutely aware of the signs and symptoms 
which may indicate a child is being abused. Staff know the correct procedures to 
follow should they have concerns about the manager or another member of staff. 
The manager works closely with appropriate outside agencies. She recognises her 
responsibilities, including in the event of an allegation being made against a 
member of staff. The premises are secure and regularly risk assessed. Potential 
hazards are swiftly rectified. All of which helps to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen information sharing processes with parents, especially with regards 
to policies and procedures, in order to create an even stronger working 
partnership and culture of transparency
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n strengthen staff understanding of recognising and listening to children's choices, 
to help children feel even more respected and heard.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY339580

Local authority Rochdale 

Inspection number 10213109

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Kashmir Youth Project

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905942

Telephone number 01706 516 609

Date of previous inspection 7 October 2021

Information about this early years setting

Little Gems Nursery registered in 2007. The nursery employs seven members of 
childcare staff. Of these, six hold a relevant early years qualification at level 3 and 
one is unqualified. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two- and three-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shauneen Wainwright
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Children, staff and parents shared their feedback and experiences at the setting 
with the inspector. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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