
Inspection of Barley Wood Nursery
Barley Wood, Long Lane, Bristol BS40 5SA

Inspection date: 4 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and well cared for in the nursery. Babies and toddlers form 
close bonds with staff, who provide lots of comfort and reassurance and meet their 
care routines consistently. This helps children to feel safe and secure. Children 
behave well and learn positive attitudes and good social skills. They listen politely 
when others talk, play kindly and follow instructions well.  
  
Staff have high expectations of what children can achieve. They provide challenges 
and new experiences to build on children's interests and what they can do. Children 
benefit from a broad curriculum of activities to support all areas of their learning. 
This includes regular activities in the surrounding gardens and woodland. For 
example, older children find natural resources in the woods to make faces with 
clay, adding leaves, moss and twigs. They learn to identify plants and creatures 
and to respect the environment, for example only collecting leaves that have fallen 
and not those growing on the trees. Children of all ages are eager to join in 
activities. They confidently make their own choices and engage well as they 
explore and learn.   

The nursery staff have adapted their practice to keep children and families safe 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. For example, staff arrange flexible settling-in 
sessions before children start and use electronic systems to keep parents informed 
about their children's care and development.    

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of teaching is good. Staff monitor and plan children's learning 
effectively from the start. Key persons know the children well and have efficient 
systems to ensure all staff understand what each child's focused next steps of 
learning are. Staff adapt activities to support children's learning styles and 
needs. For example, they provide small-group sessions in the 'Zen room' to help 
children concentrate without distraction.  

n Overall, staff encourage children's communication and language skills well. They 
instigate lots of discussions with older children and talk through babies' actions 
and verbalise their babbles. Children learn new words regularly to build their 
vocabulary. Younger children enjoy naming things they see in picture books. 
Older children learn more complex words and meanings, such as what 
'nocturnal' means. However, staff do not always allow quieter children time to 
answer questions to encourage their thinking and language skills even further.   

n Staff respond well to children's choices and ideas to build further on their 
learning and creativity. For example, children create a pretend campfire in the 
wood where they thread leaves onto sticks to 'toast marshmallows'. Staff 
provide musical instruments for babies to join in singing games to keep them 
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engaged. 
n Staff work in partnership with parents and external professionals effectively. This 

ensures they meet children's individual care and learning needs and include all 
children equally in the activities.  

n Children develop some good skills to help them build their confidence and 
independence in readiness for school. Older children learn to change their 
clothes for outdoor play and serve themselves at mealtimes. Children learn how 
to identify and manage risks well, such as how to behave safely near fires and 
by the pond.  

n Staff provide lots of activities to encourage children's physical development. 
Overall, they support children in developing healthy lifestyles. For example, 
children learn about dental care and good handwashing routines and enjoy fresh 
and nutritious meals together. However, on occasions, staff are not consistent in 
their approach to help children learn how to clean their own noses hygienically.

n The management team and staff evaluate the quality of provision successfully to 
make ongoing improvements. For instance, they are currently developing the 
garden to provide more learning opportunities and making improvements to the 
building to ensure all areas remain safe and secure for children.  

n The management team supports staff's professional development effectively. All 
staff either hold or are working towards early years qualifications. They benefit 
from supervision sessions with the manager to help build their knowledge and 
skills. The management team values staff's welfare and well-being and provides 
services and special events to help support these.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team follows robust recruitment and vetting procedures to 
ensure staff and apprentices are suitable to care for children. Staff have a good 
understanding of their safeguarding roles and responsibilities. They attend training 
and have regular updates to help them understand the risks to children from a 
wide range of safeguarding issues. Staff know what procedures to follow in the 
event of a concern about a child to safeguard their welfare. They use effective risk 
assessments to monitor the premises, environment and activities to help keep 
children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide time for quieter children to think and answer questions to develop their 
language skills even further

n help older children to learn how to clean their noses hygienically themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489024

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10230943

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 128

Name of registered person Bridgwater Young Men's Christian Association

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905002

Telephone number 01934 861282

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Barley Wood Nursery registered in 2015. It is operated by YMCA Dulverton Group. 
The nursery is situated in the village of Wrington, North Somerset. The setting is 
open daily from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round. The provider employs a manager 
who holds an early years qualification at level 6. She is supported by 19 staff. Of 
these, 16 hold appropriate qualifications at levels 2, 3, 5 and 6. The nursery is in  
receipt of funding for free early education for children aged two, three and four 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bridget Copson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector to explain how they 
plan and deliver the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed activities and the quality of the staff's interactions with 
the children. She conducted a joint observation with the manager.  

n The inspector sampled documentation and discussed the manager's knowledge 
of the requirements of the early years foundation stage.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents and children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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