
Inspection of Ashurst Wood 
Community Pre-School
School Lane, Ashurst Wood, East Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3QW

Inspection date: 1 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this highly enriching learning environment. They make excellent 
progress in all areas of learning. The curriculum is ambitious for all children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. A wide range of 
stimulating and challenging learning experiences allow children to build and extend 
their skills. Children learn to problem-solve as they explore a range of everyday 
objects, such as padlocks and screws. They experiment with what items they need 
to repair a broken clock. They develop their fine motor skills as they concentrate 
intently on securing the screws. Children work together and become deeply 
engaged in their imaginative play. For instance, in the mud kitchen, children follow 
recipe cards to make pizzas, adding in fresh herbs and mixing them with mud.

Children are extremely happy in the setting and build strong attachments to the 
nurturing, experienced staff. Children's behaviour is exemplary. They are sociable 
and confident and form great friendships with each other. Children learn about 
nature and the world around them. For example, the discovery of a black bird's 
nest sparks conversation about what birds eat. Children decide they want to make 
bird feeders and explore the sticky lard and seed with their hands using words such 
as 'gooey'. Children have ample opportunity to play outdoors. They develop their 
physical skills in the large garden. For example, they chase each other around the 
climbing frame, navigating the space to ensure they are safe.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's progress is meticulously monitored by the highly skilled staff team. 
Any gaps in children's learning are identified quickly and strategies are put in 
place to ensure children make progress. The teaching is of a consistently high 
quality, leading to children making outstanding progress from their starting 
points. Children's learning is consolidated through revisiting activities, ensuring 
knowledge is embedded.

n The manager is extremely successful at reflecting upon the provision. She 
continuously strives for further improvements. The manager leads the staff team 
with confidence and has clear expectations. Regular, effective supervision of 
staff helps to ensure high-quality teaching. 

n Staff have ample opportunity to develop professionally. They have access to a 
wide range of training courses to help build their knowledge and skills even 
further. The information gained from training is cascaded to the team and helps 
to inform and embed outstanding practice. 

n Developing children's communication skills is a key focus in the pre-school. 
Staff's interactions with children consistently support them to develop their 
language. For example, they repeat key words to children to help them 
remember them. Children take home the 'chatterbox' and fill it with exciting 
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objects from home. They then share what is in the box with other children. This 
helps children to build their confidence and communication skills.

n Staff plan activities to encourage children's curiosity. For example, children 
experiment with torches and animal figures to create shadows on the walls. 
They predict what will happen as the torch is moved further away. Staff 
introduce mathematical and positional language to the children. The highly 
effective teaching supports children's school readiness. 

n Children are encouraged to be independent. They enjoy helping adults and 
taking on responsibilities for tasks. For instance, during snack time, children use 
safe knives to chop and serve the healthy snack of fruit and vegetables for the 
other children. They are taught techniques to put on their coats independently. 
Staff have created a 'wow' wall to celebrate children's achievements at home 
and in the setting. This builds children's self-esteem and confidence and children 
are rightly proud of their successes.

n Children are taught about different cultures and the setting celebrate diversity. 
Staff find out about the cultures relevant to the children that attend and ensure 
their traditions are celebrated. Each week, the children explore the traditional 
food, music, dance and language of different countries. For example, they make 
Welsh cakes to share in the setting and learn some Welsh words. Weekly, they 
also explore a different country learning about the traditional food, music, dance 
and language of that country. 

n The setting excel at working in partnership with parents. Parents report they 
would not hesitate to recommend the setting. They highly commend the staff 
team and feel a part of their children's educational experience. Parents report 
they receive regular feedback and information on how to support their child's 
learning at home. The setting also work collaboratively with other professionals, 
sharing information to ensure the best outcomes for all children.  

n Children participate in small group activities which help to develop their listening 
and attention skills. They are reminded to listen carefully to the story before 
staff ask questions about what they have heard. Children demonstrate high 
levels of engagement during activities. They sit and listen well. Children 
understand and follow the rules within the setting and these are consistently 
reinforced by the staff team.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The pre-school has a strong focus on safeguarding children and families. The 
environment both inside and outside is very well maintained to minimise hazards 
and keep children safe. Staff are alert to the signs of abuse and they know the 
process to follow if they are concerned a child is at risk of harm. Staff regularly 
review their training to ensure their knowledge is up to date. The manager shares 
updated information on wider safeguarding issues at regular staff meetings. 
Recruitment procedures are robust. The manager regularly checks the ongoing 
suitability of staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY397901

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10228064

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person
Ashurst Wood Community Pre-School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909646

Telephone number 01342 825 515

Date of previous inspection 6 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ashurst Wood Community Pre-School registered in 2009. It is managed by a 
committee of parents whose children attend the pre-school. The pre-school is open 
term time only, Monday to Friday from 8.40am until 3pm. The pre-school receives 
funding to provide free early education for children aged three and four years. 
There are six staff, all of whom hold appropriate childcare qualifications, including 
one member of staff who has qualified teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jade Orosz
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk 

together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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