
Inspection of Teeny Feet Day Nursery
118 Dargets Road, Chatham ME5 8BP

Inspection date: 1 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play in a friendly, familiar atmosphere with staff who know them all very 
well. They settle quickly and develop close bonds with their key person. Children 
benefit from consistent care practices and challenge because staff share key 
information with each other to support them. 

Children thoroughly enjoy exploring the outside world. They show awe and wonder 
and sometimes concern when weather changes from sunshine to heavy snow. 
Children explore their imaginations outside, acting out experiences from home, 
such as cooking meals for others. They express themselves confidently, telling 
others what their role is and how they can join in.

Children play well with each other, showing respect, care and friendly behaviour 
towards their peers. Older children show compassion towards the younger children. 
They have opportunities to play in their age groups as well as a nursery unit. The 
children respond to each other's needs, learning to cooperate and negotiate in their 
collaborative play.

Children develop plenty of independence skills. For example, young toddlers watch 
their older friends, as positive role models, to learn how to put their wellington 
boots on. Children listen to instructions to wipe their noses and dispose of the 
tissues appropriately. They confidently tell staff when they need to use the toilet, 
expressing their own needs.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are eager to increase their professional knowledge and link new 
information to how they can support individual children's development. Staff 
attend ongoing training and have regular discussions about changes to practice 
through staff meetings and training days. 

n Overall, children's communication and language is promoted well. Staff use 
effective and expressive language to engage children in meaningful 
conversations. They use appropriate language to help extend children's 
vocabulary. However, some younger, less-confident children do not always 
receive as much engagement and conversation from staff to support their 
confidence to vocalise in English or their home language.

n Children make choices as to what and who to play with during play sessions. 
They learn to take responsibility for their resources, for example by tidying up 
toys before getting others out. However, routine times of day, such as snack 
time, sometimes inhibit children's opportunities to complete their play to their 
satisfaction.

n Members of the management team are committed to making continuous 
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improvements to the provision. They encourage staff to engage with parents to 
help identify changes to improve the environment. Staff work closely as a team 
to introduce new ideas and develop the setting. They work positively with staff 
at other settings to support children's eventual transition to school. Staff develop 
close professional relationships with their child's key person. This helps to 
provide a consistent approach to children's ongoing development.

n Parents make positive comments about the care their children receive and the 
progress they are making. They feel confident to leave their children in staff's 
care. Parents have close professional relationships with their key person, who 
provides a consistent approach to children's ongoing development.

n Staff act as very positive role models for the children. They work closely as a 
team, supporting each other and identifying each other strengths and 
weaknesses within their roles. Children mirror this through positive relationships 
with their peers. They have clear explanations for and discussions about 
appropriate behaviour towards their friends and have a clear knowledge of right 
and wrong. 

n Young children confidently explore their play environment. They experiment with 
resources, watching balls disappear at the top of the tower and re-appear at the 
bottom. They squeal with delight as they repeat the exercise over and over 
again. Staff encourage children to explore further by extending their play 
through discussion and gentle, caring engagement. Children's achievements are 
recognised through claps, hugs and cheers. Younger children develop a clear 
sense of pride and self-worth.

n Staff use opportunities well to share stories and songs with children. They 
choose familiar stories that they can join in with. More-confident children happily 
join in the actions and words and predict what will happen next by showing staff 
the next action.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a confident knowledge of what to do if they have a concern about a 
child in their care. They attend regular training and discussions to test their 
knowledge and to update any new changes to regulations. Children learn to keep 
themselves safe throughout the day. They negotiate steps from an early age, 
confidently using the wall to balance, and make the step down into the next room. 
Staff support children's understanding of safety through clear explanations and 
instructions. They encourage children to assess risks themselves, helping them to 
understand their own abilities.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n provide further engagement for younger children with less-developed 
communication and language skills to help support their confidence and social 
skills

n revise the purpose of routine parts of the day to provide extended learning 
opportunities for all children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482828

Local authority Medway

Inspection number 10219902

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Longe, Marian Adebimpe Ifoma

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902959

Telephone number 01634 864076

Date of previous inspection 15 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Teeny Feet Day Nursery registered in 2014. It is situated in Lordswood, near 
Chatham, Kent. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 6pm every weekday for 51 
weeks of the year. It also operates wrap-around care for school-age children up to 
the age of 11 years. The nursery is in receipt of funding for the provision of free 
early education for children aged two, three and four years. There are six members 
of staff who work at the nursery, including the manager. Of these, five hold 
relevant early years qualifications from level 3 to level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The nominated person joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while in the 
nursery. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The nominated person and the inspector carried out a joint observation during 
snack time. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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