
Inspection of Little Lionhearts Nursery 
School
103-105 Greenford Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 3QF

Inspection date: 31 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are safe and happy at the nursery. They arrive with big smiles and are 
excited to explore and engage in the interesting activities that staff carefully plan 
for them. Children settle in well and develop confidence in exploring their 
environment. They enjoy playing outdoors and develop their physical skills well. For 
instance, children run, jump and climb. They balance along beams, use the slide 
and learn to pedal on bikes. Younger children are beginning to walk and cruise 
around the furniture. They enjoy the healthy lunch and snacks provided, and feed 
themselves independently using cutlery. Children enjoy looking at books, listening 
to stories and singing songs. This helps all children develop their speech and learn 
new words quickly. Older children enjoy retelling familiar stories about princesses 
and role play this with one another.

Children behave well. They understand the expectations that staff have of them. 
For example, they know to tidy up their toys before moving on to the next activity. 
Staff act as good role models to children. Children receive positive praise from staff 
about the good choices they make. Children copy this to support and encourage 
one another by saying 'good job', 'well done' and 'we've done it'.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents talk positively about the setting 
and the progress their children make. Staff update parents on what their 
children have done through daily discussions. There is an online system to share 
information on children's learning. Parents say they like this and comment that it 
has brought them closer to staff in sharing information on their children. For 
example, children have been reading 'Goldilocks and the Three Bears'. Parents 
have been able to share ideas on their children's interests and what to plan next. 

n Staff are caring. They interact warmly with children during care routines, such as 
nappy changes, mealtimes and while washing hands. They make eye contact, 
talk about what they are doing with children and sing songs. At sleep and rest 
times, staff reassure children by patting and stroking them. This helps children 
feel safe and secure. 

n Staff regularly observe, plan and provide creative and exciting experiences that 
children engage with. All children are making good progress across the seven 
areas of learning. Any possible gaps in learning are quickly identified and 
appropriate support put in place. Children are well prepared for next stages of 
learning. Overall, the curriculum is well sequenced, ambitious and challenging. 

n Children develop their independence and self-care skills generally well. They 
select the toys they want to play with, make choices and ensure they tidy up 
afterwards. Staff help children to perform tasks, such as putting on their coats, 
shoes, hats and gloves. Children also show confidence in pulling up zips and 
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fastening buttons independently. Older children understand why handwashing is 
important and talk about 'keeping germs away'. However, lunchtimes are not as 
well managed as well as other routines in the setting. Children are not always 
encouraged to develop their independence skills even further and staff try to 
engage them in conversations that do not always stimulate them.

n Managers and leaders support children with special educational needs and 
or/disabilities and those who speak English as an additional language well. They 
work effectively with other professionals and use strategies recommended for 
them to support these children. This ensures that every child makes good 
progress. 

n Children are curious and motivated to learn. They build good relationships with 
their friends and staff. They focus on the activities that are available. Children 
are kind to one another and support each other when things become difficult. 
Pre-school children play with play dough. They work together to roll, pat and 
squash it. Babies and toddlers enjoy playing with sand. They explore the texture 
and use spades and spoons to fill containers.

n The manager and leaders have worked hard to address the weaknesses 
identified at the last inspection. They work closely with staff to support their 
learning through training and development. Staff receive effective support from 
the manager and value regular supervision meetings. Good induction, support 
and training opportunities enable staff to clearly understand their roles and 
responsibilities.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff closely supervise children and provide a secure environment to ensure 
children remain safe. Daily risk assessments are carried out and the provision is 
clean and safe. Staff attend training to ensure their safeguarding knowledge is kept 
up to date. They recognise the signs which may indicate a child is at risk of harm. 
Staff have a clear understanding of what to do if an allegation is made against 
them or a member of staff. Staff ensure that children's dietary needs are met by 
closely supervising them as they eat. There are thorough procedures and checks in 
place to ensure staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of routine activities and strengthen opportunities for children to 
extend their learning further. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2534569

Local authority Harrow

Inspection number 10212800

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 43

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person Leonids Education Group Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2534568

Telephone number 02039000234

Date of previous inspection 7 October 2021

Information about this early years setting

Little Lionhearts Nursery School registered in August 2019. The nursery is based in 
the London Borough of Harrow. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday 
to Friday, all year round, except for one week at Christmas. The provider is in 
receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years. The nursery employs eight members of staff who work 
directly with the children, of which five hold appropriate childcare qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nelam Pooni
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk and told the inspector about 
what they want children to learn at the nursery. 

n The manager carried out a joint observation with the inspector. They looked at 
how well practitioners teach and what they want them to learn. 

n The inspector held discussions with leaders, managers and staff throughout the 
day. 

n The inspector observed children at play throughout the nursery, both indoors 
and outdoors. 

n The inspector spoke with parents and gathered their views about their 
experiences of the setting. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at documentation relating to the suitability of those 

working with children, such as their qualifications, first aid and Disclosure and 
Barring Service checks.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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