
Inspection of Start Right Montessori 
Nursery School
Christchurch Church Hall, The Green, LONDON N14 7EG

Inspection date: 30 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at this welcoming nursery with big smiles, happy to begin their day. 
They greet staff warmly and quickly settle down to play. There is strong support 
for children's emotional well-being. For instance, children receive a home visit from 
staff before they join the nursery. This helps them to develop secure attachments 
right from the start. Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in the 
calm and well-ordered environment. Children understand the high expectations of 
staff and demonstrate this throughout the day. For example, children know that 
they must follow good hygiene routines. They wash their hands before eating and 
after messy activities.

Children are keen learners and show high levels of independence. For instance, 
they choose their own activities and carefully carry the resources to their work 
mats. They concentrate well to complete tasks and tidy up the resources when 
they have finished. Children are enthusiastic and assertive as they play. They show 
high levels of imagination and confidently practise what they have learned. Older 
children cooperate to create their own games, such as an Easter egg hunt. They 
display excitement and enthusiasm as they search the garden for coloured eggs. 
They count the eggs accurately and use number cards to represent how many they 
have found.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers work hard to review and develop the quality of the provision. They 
support staff well to improve their professional skills and knowledge. This 
includes regular coaching, supervision and training. Staff speak enthusiastically 
about how their teaching has improved. For example, they say they are more 
responsive to children's individual interests and use these to plan exciting 
learning experiences.

n Children benefit from a broad and interesting curriculum. Their learning is 
carefully sequenced to ensure that they consistently build on what they know 
and can do. For example, children gradually develop strength and coordination 
in their hands through taking part in activities such as completing jigsaw puzzles. 
They explore enjoyable ways to make marks as they play with different 
materials. Older children confidently demonstrate the skills that they have 
learned. They show great enthusiasm as they incorporate writing into their play. 

n Staff work closely with parents and, where needed, other professionals, to 
ensure that all children get appropriate support for their needs. This includes 
children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities, children who 
receive additional funding and children who speak English as an additional 
language. Staff spend time with children on a one-to-one basis, to deliver 
focused learning plans. They use resources such as a pictorial timetable, to help 
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children understand routines and make choices about their play. 
n Parents give very positive feedback about the nursery and staff. They say that 

they get a lot of information on their children's learning. Parents have regular 
meetings with staff to review their children's progress and enjoy receiving 
photos of activities via an online app. They say that this helps them to continue 
children's learning at home.

n Children become deeply engaged in their play and remain at chosen activities for 
long periods. They are excited to discover something new. For instance, they 
explore different textures and comment enthusiastically that spaghetti is no 
longer slippery when they add salt. Children persevere as they learn new skills, 
such as how to operate tongs to pick up small items, and show pride when they 
complete tasks.

n Staff generally support children's language skills effectively. For instance, they 
have conversations and comment on children's play. However, staff sometimes 
miss opportunities to introduce children to a wider range of words, to help 
broaden their vocabularies further.

n Children behave well and develop good friendships with their peers. Staff use 
positive praise and consistent reminders to help children understand what is 
expected of them. However, they are less consistent at times in supporting 
children to understand their feelings and the impact of their actions on others.

n Staff encourage children to keep their bodies healthy, such as by brushing their 
teeth each day and eating plenty of fruit and vegetables. Children benefit from a 
lot of active play in the nursery garden. They confidently run, balance and pedal 
tricycles. This helps them to develop good physical strength and coordination. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff demonstrate a secure understanding of safeguarding. This 
includes wider issues, such as radicalisation and the risk of online abuse. They 
know how to identify signs of abuse and the procedures to follow if they become 
concerned about a child's welfare. Managers and staff understand how to respond 
if there is an allegation or concern about an adult working with children. Managers 
carry out robust checks on staff, to help ensure that they are suitable for their 
roles. Staff assess risks and follow nursery procedures to maintain a safe and 
secure environment for children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to further extend the vocabulary that they use with children, to 
help children learn and use a wide variety of words 

n strengthen teaching to ensure that staff consistently support children's 
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understanding of feelings and emotions, and help them to recognise the impact 
of their actions on others.

Inspection report: Start Right Montessori Nursery School
30 March 2022 4



Setting details
Unique reference number 135400

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10232708

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Shahbaz-Mehr, Sussan

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907392

Telephone number 079779 00473 020 8292 2745

Date of previous inspection 16 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Start Right Montessori Nursery School registered in 2000. It is situated in the 
London Borough of Enfield. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 9am to 
3pm, during school term times only. The provider employs eight members of staff 
to work with children. Of these, six hold early years qualifications at level 4 or level 
3. The nursery offers funded early years education for children aged two, three and 
four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The deputy manager showed the inspector around the nursery premises. She 
explained how staff organise the environment and learning programmes for 
children.

n The inspector observed activities and interactions between children and staff, to 
help her evaluate the quality of education. This included a joint observation with 
the manager. 

n Parents, staff and children shared their views and experiences with the inspector 
at appropriate times during the inspection. The inspector also met with 
managers to discuss leadership issues, such as recruitment, training and support 
for staff.

n The inspector looked at some of the nursery's documents, including 
safeguarding policies, staff suitability checks and paediatric first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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