
Inspection of Little Walkers Day 
Nursery Coseley
st John Fisher Roman Catholic Church, Yew Tree Lane, Coseley, West Midlands 
WV14 8RF

Inspection date: 29 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, confident and enjoy the time they spend in this welcoming 
environment. They take part in a range of activities that are specifically planned to 
meet their individual interests and next steps for learning. All children forge close 
relationships with staff and demonstrate that they feel secure and settled. Babies 
who are unsure or upset actively seek out staff for a reassuring cuddle. Children's 
behaviour is good. They play happily alongside their friends as they initiate 
conversations and share resources with them. 

Children enjoy outdoor play in the newly renovated garden area, which is now used 
as an extension to indoor play. They develop their physical skills as they balance on 
crates and walk on stilts. They confidently climb on larger apparatus and squeal 
with delight as they slide down. Children enjoy messy play as they explore the mud 
kitchen and dig and plant vegetables in the growing area. 

Children who speak English as an additional language are supported well. Staff use 
gestures and model simple words, encouraging children to repeat them. Overall, 
children make good progress in their learning from their initial starting points. They 
are supported well during transitions and gain the skills they need for the next 
stage of their learning, including the move on to school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and staff have worked hard to implement changes since the previous 
inspection. They have liaised with the local authority and acted on their advice 
to ensure that extensive improvements have been made. Staff have attended 
training to further their knowledge. They share their newfound expertise with 
each other so that it benefits all staff and has a positive impact on the quality of 
care and learning for children. That said, changes still need to be fully 
embedded into practice to ensure that the quality continues to improve. 

n Staff well-being is given high priority. The staff wellness champion is responsible 
for looking after staff and raising staff morale. She checks how staff are feeling 
every day and sets a wellness challenge of the month, such as a hydration 
challenge and cutting screen time before bed. Staff say that they feel well 
supported and have noticed a positive change since the last inspection. 

n Managers monitor staff practice. They carry out a learning walk around the 
nursery every day to make sure that activities for children are purposeful and 
meet children's individual learning needs. They ask staff questions to check their 
knowledge and to encourage them to reflect on their practice. Staff benefit from 
supervision and staff meetings, where they can share ideas and discuss any 
concerns. 

n Children take part in a range of activities that sustain their interest. Toddlers 
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have great fun as they explore dry cocoa powder. They add water to it to 
represent the rain and mix it with their hands until it turns to 'mud'. They 
pretend that they are on a bear hunt and use their hands to 'squelch' through 
the mud to find the bear.  

n Older children use scissors to cut up flowers to make a card. They talk about the 
petals and compare which ones are bigger or smaller. They carefully use glue to 
stick the flowers onto paper and are proud of their achievements. Occasionally, 
staff do not fully extend on children's learning experiences. In addition, they are 
too quick to provide children with the answers to questions instead of allowing 
them time to think and respond for themselves. 

n Children learn to regulate their own behaviour using a specially designed self-
regulation area. They use mirrors, pictures of emotions, and emotion spoons to 
share with staff and their friends how they are feeling. 

n Children's communication and language are supported well. Staff use books and 
stories to encourage children to interact and express what they know. Baby-
room staff introduce single words for children to repeat. Older children hear new 
words and introduce them into their play. There is a strong focus on early 
literacy throughout the nursery. Children access play dough every day to 
encourage muscle development in preparation for early mark making. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff have introduced a home learning hub 
to provide parents with age-appropriate ideas, activities and books to enable 
them to support children's continued learning at home. Parents are pleased with 
the level of communication they receive and with the improvements that have 
been made. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection, all staff have attended safeguarding training to update 
their knowledge. They are fully aware of the types of abuse and the signs to look 
for that may indicate that a child is being abused. They know the procedures to 
follow and who to contact if they have concerns about a child or a member of staff. 
Recruitment procedures are robust, and all staff are checked to ensure they are 
safe and suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed the changes that have been implemented to ensure that the quality of 
care and learning continues to improve 

n provide support for staff to help them to understand how to fully extend 
activities 

n give children time to respond to questions and think of ideas for themselves. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2579056

Local authority Dudley 

Inspection number 10219393

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person Firewalker (UK) LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900906

Telephone number 01902 498893

Date of previous inspection 17 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

Little Walkers Day Nursery Coseley registered in 2020. It is one of three settings 
owned by the same provider. The nursery employs eight members of childcare 
staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications from level 3 to 
level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Johnson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n A meeting was held between the inspector and the managers.
n The inspector looked at a selection of documentation and checked the suitability 

of staff working with the children.
n The inspector spoke to children, staff and parents at appropriate times during 

the inspection and took account of their views.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the managers.
n The managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together. They 

observed staff's teaching practice during activities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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