
Inspection of Little Dolphins Pre-
School
Goldolphin Primary School, Godolphin Crescent, Godolphin Cross, Helston, Cornwall 
TR13 9RB

Inspection date: 28 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely confident and well behaved. They come in very happy and 
are eager to see what exciting activities they can explore. Children are very secure 
as they know that they are valued by the caring and attentive staff. They 
confidently choose what they want to do and ask for help when needed. Children 
decide to construct vehicles. They select available instruction cards and staff 
knowledgeably offer suggestions to help them independently complete the task. 
Younger children relish being active in the fresh air. They play at the mud kitchen 
and delight in the sensory experiences. Staff support their investigation wonderfully 
and extend their experimentation and learning. Children feel extremely safe. All 
areas are thoughtfully designed to promote their safety. Staff also very effectively 
help children to understand risk and to keep themselves safe. Children relish riding 
trikes down the sloping garden navigating the space safely, and developing their 
confidence and physical skills very effectively.

Staff have very high expectations for all children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Children make exceptional progress through 
the well-sequenced curriculum. Staff skilfully encourage them to share their 
thoughts, ideas and plans. For example, they ask children what they are building. 
Children tell them it is a dam to hold back lots of water, and staff encourage their 
thinking further, with discussion of why they might need to collect all that water.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are extremely effective at teaching children to be independent. They 
ensure all children's learning is sequenced and builds on what they know. Staff 
know exactly when to interact with the children as they expertly identify all 
learning opportunities. Children work together to clear up after meals, including 
doing the washing up. They show deep respect to each other. Adults set an 
excellent example and model respect to each other and the children. As a result, 
children behave exceptionally well and can follow the routine calmly. Children 
develop an excellent awareness of healthy lifestyles. They relish being out in the 
fresh air and noticing their bodies' response to exercise. Children develop an 
awareness of healthy eating through the nutritious and healthy snacks the pre-
school provides.

n All the staff have a deep understanding of the curriculum and how children 
learn. Staff use extremely effective assessment to monitor children's progress. 
They share this knowledge with each other. This means all staff know all the 
children incredibly well. They use this knowledge to plan exciting activities that 
all children can engage in. For example, children make clay models of ladybirds. 
Younger children develop their fine motor skills and learn new words such as 
'squash' and 'poke', while older children count out spots and legs. Children learn 

Inspection report: Little Dolphins Pre-School
28 March 2022 2



language for more and less as they find the legs and spots. Staff take every 
opportunity to help children learn new words and sentence structures. They 
model language extremely well to children. This helps children make excellent 
progress with speech and language across many different contexts.

n The manager and staff have excellent partnerships with parents. They use highly 
effective settling-in procedures. This means all children develop confidence and 
trust in the staff. Parents are incredibly happy with the progress their children 
make at the setting. Staff plan activities that children can take home and share 
with their parents. This helps children make excellent connections between the 
two settings and helps parents to continue children's learning at home. For 
instance, children plant peas in small pots at pre-school and take them home to 
look after. They share photos of their peas with their friends and staff. This 
helps children to remember past events and share experiences.

n Staff have excellent links with the local school. This ensures transition into 
school for all children is highly effective. The manager and all the staff 
constantly seek to improve outcomes for children. The manager continually 
assesses the quality of the provision and clearly identifies areas for 
improvement. Staff well-being is a priority and regular supervision meetings are 
undertaken. All staff continuously train and seek new ways to support and 
educate children. This ensures all children achieve their maximum potential. The 
manager works closely with other local settings and offers support as needed. 

n Staff work closely with parents and outside agencies to ensure all children, 
especially those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, make rapid 
progress. The special educational needs coordinator ensures children follow any 
targets set by other professionals. Children all benefit from some of the 
strategies that have been implemented, especially with regard to communication 
and language.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety is of high importance to all staff. The designated safeguarding 
lead and staff demonstrate extensive knowledge of how to safeguard children. 
They fully understand all safeguarding policies and procedures. They are confident 
in recognising signs of possible abuse and what they must do if they are concerned 
about a child or a member of staff's well-being. All staff are fully aware of the 
wider safeguarding concerns. The manager carries out rigorous staff recruitment 
procedures to make sure they are suitable to work with children. Staff carry out 
thorough risk assessments of all activities and areas to ensure children are safe. 
They act quickly to reduce risks.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY288333

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10070157

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Little Dolphins Pre School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907588

Telephone number 07799721377

Date of previous inspection 9 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

Little Dolphins Pre-School registered in 2004. It is situated on the grounds of 
Godolphin Primary School in Godolphin Cross, near Helston. It is open from 8.30am 
to 3pm Monday to Thursday and from 8.30am to midday on Fridays, during term 
time only. The setting receives government early years funding for children aged 
two, three and four years. There are five members of staff. The manager has an 
early years teacher qualification. One is a qualified teacher and two have a suitable 
level 3 early years qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sian Bath
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Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on the children's learning.

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation during circle time.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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