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Inspection date: 5 April 2022
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standards of early 
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy, settled and secure at this friendly and inclusive setting. Parents 
say that their children look forward to the range of activities and experiences on 
offer. Children build strong bonds with the staff who care for them. New children 
settle quickly. Staff support children's personal, social and emotional development 
well. They encourage children to share resources and take turns, for example, 
when they play board games. Older children are encouraged to help and play with 
younger children. With the support of staff, children help to decide together the 
rules of the setting. This helps them to feel confident, included and part of a team. 
Children's behaviour is good. 

Children choose from a range of challenging and interesting activities and 
experiences. For example, some children choose to visit the park with a member of 
staff on their way back to the setting after school. Others choose to play together 
while using craft resources. Some children prefer quieter time to build with 
construction toys or read books, which they have brought from home. During the 
school holiday periods, staff plan exciting trips out to the beach or swimming pool. 
Children take part in yoga and visit a local art gallery, where they learn new skills, 
such as costume making and drumming. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan well for children's physical development. Children climb, swing and 
stretch on equipment during visits to the park. They develop their balance and 
coordination as they climb trees and play football. Children develop their smaller 
muscles through activities, such as baking, cooking and collage. 

n Children are confident and happy to ask staff for help when they need it. They 
are growing in independence. For example, children put away their shoes and 
coats when they arrive, and clear away their own dishes after mealtimes. Staff 
encourage children to make simple choices and decisions. For example, children 
choose which food they would like to put in their sandwiches at snack time and 
what they would like to play with next.

n Parents praise the setting and staff. They say that their children are settled and 
enjoy coming to the setting. Parents praise the wide range of activities on offer 
and comment that they feel well informed about their children's experiences at 
the club. Staff have established good working relationships with local schools 
from where they pick up and drop off children. There are robust systems in 
place for sharing information between schools and the setting, so that parents 
are well informed about their child's day. 

n Staff have built strong relationships with the children in their care. They take 
care to include all children in the daily life of the setting. Support for children 
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with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is strong. Staff have 
completed training in supporting children with SEND. They attend meetings with 
parents and partner professionals in education and health to provide a 
consistent approach to support children's development.

n Children are encouraged by staff to play cooperatively and be respectful to 
others. For example, they remind children to use manners and to patiently wait 
their turn. Staff support children to understand what it means to be tolerant, 
and understand views and opinions that may be different from their own. They 
encourage children to discuss these themes. For example, children develop their 
own ideas, through writing and pictures, of how best to play with and 
respectfully treat others.

n Children are eager and enthusiastic to take part in the varied activities which 
staff plan each day. They show high levels of focus and concentration as they 
colour Easter cards and make Easter baskets to take home at the end of the 
day. 

n Staff work together well as a team. The experienced managers provide strong 
support for staff, including for their well-being. For example, they provide 
flexibility within working arrangements to accommodate staff's interests and 
preferences. Managers provide support to staff through appraisals and personal 
development plans. They evaluate staff's training needs and support them to 
keep their knowledge and skills up to date. 

n Staff are very reflective. They constantly evaluate the daily experiences for 
children at the setting. Staff gather the views of parents and children. They use 
this information to plan future activities and continuously improve the service 
which they provide.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers have a robust understanding of their responsibilities in relation to 
keeping children safe, including broader safeguarding issues. Staff know what 
might cause them to be concerned about a child. They know who to contact and 
the procedure to follow to help keep children safe. The space in which children play 
is clean and secure, and resources are well maintained. Staff complete food 
hygiene training. They encourage children to learn how to keep themselves safe 
and healthy. For example, they clean tables before mealtimes and encourage 
children to make sure that their hands are clean before they eat. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY495244

Local authority South Tyneside

Inspection number 10229760

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Annemarie & Linda's Happy Shack

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905114

Telephone number 07540707092

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Annemarie & Linda's Happy Shack registered in 2015. The setting is in East Boldon 
and employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 4 and one at level 3. The club opens from Monday to 
Friday, during term time. Sessions are from 7.15am until 9am and from 3.30pm 
until 6pm Monday to Thursday, and from 3.30pm until 5.30pm on Friday. During 
school holidays, the club is open from 8am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Foers
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager welcomed the inspector and showed her around the setting. The 
managers and staff discussed with the inspector the resources and activities 
provided for children.

n The inspector observed play opportunities for children. 
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documents. This included evidence about 

staff suitability and training. 
n The inspector spoke to parents to gather their views on the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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