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Finchale Primary School, Canterbury Road, Durham DH1 5XT

Inspection date: 6 April 2022
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Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the club and are greeted by caring, nurturing staff. They are 
happy and settled and eagerly share the events of their day in school with staff. 
Staff support children's independence well. Children choose what they want to do 
from the range of activities and resources available to them. Staff interact well with 
children and encourage them to become engrossed in their play. Children spend a 
long time making Easter baskets from dough. Staff encourage them to count and 
estimate as they mix ingredients. Children behave very well. They have a good 
understanding of the staff's high expectations for their conduct and behaviour. 
They are kind and courteous to each other.  

Children have access to a wide variety of toys and games. Staff support children to 
make structures with magnetic construction pieces. They challenge children to play 
games and to make puppets with sewing kits. Children persevere as they thread 
needles and carefully stitch each side of the puppet. Children take responsibility for 
the displays within the club. They create pictures to look like New York and staff 
help them find out facts about the city. This helps children to find out about the 
wider world around them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff offer children a range of healthy snacks and nutritious, home-cooked food. 
Children show good social skills as they sit together to eat. Staff support children 
to follow consistent hygiene routines to promote good health. They show good 
manners as they say please and thank you to one another. They help to set the 
table and talk about how healthy foods make their bodies strong.

n Children's physical development is promoted effectively. They have daily 
opportunities to play outside and benefit from fresh air and exercise. Children 
access a well-resourced playground, where they can climb, run, jump and slide 
on the large climbing frame. They have opportunities to play dodge ball and 
football. Staff join in and are good role models. This helps to develop children's 
large-muscle skills and coordination. 

n Leaders are committed to evaluating the club to ensure they are constantly 
developing the setting. They gather questionnaires from parents and children 
and use this information to make improvements. 

n Staff work closely with school staff and follow similar topics to complement 
children's learning. For example, children learn about Easter. Furthermore, 
children practise their literacy skills. They choose letters from an interactive 
board and practise their spelling. 

n Staff attend regular team meetings and individual supervisions meetings to help 
them to reflect on their practice. This helps to keep their knowledge up to date. 
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Staff say that they feel well supported by the manager. The manager has 
identified that staff would benefit from additional training to further support 
them in their role. 

n Parents report they feel well informed about what their children do each day. 
They explain that staff know their children well and spend quality time with their 
children. Parents comment that the setting has been 'a brilliant support'.

n Children confidently find their favourite games or craft materials. They are 
engaged in meaningful activities throughout the session. They often spend a 
long time at their chosen activity. For example, children concentrate as they 
connect small elastic bands together to make bracelets for their friends. Children 
are happy to involve others in their play and demonstrate the ability to take 
turns.

n Staff remind children of expectations and offer praise when children behave very 
well. They teach children to be polite, well mannered, and kind to their friends. 
Staff promote children's good behaviour and celebrate their achievements, such 
as by rewarding them with stickers. They consistently apply fair boundaries, so 
that children understand how to behave at the club. As a result, children behave 
well. 

n Children are confident and keen to participate in conversations. For example, 
they talk to the inspector about their favourite activities at the club. Children 
express that their favourite thing about the club is that they 'get to make new 
friends'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of safeguarding issues. They know how to 
identify indicators of abuse and how to follow reporting procedures. Staff know 
what to do in the event of an allegation being made against a colleague. Regular 
risk assessments ensure that the premises are secure at all times and any potential 
hazards to children's safety are identified and minimised. Children are beginning to 
risk assess their own activities. Staff are well deployed to support children's 
individual needs. The manager ensures that safe recruitment procedures are in 
place, so that all staff are suitable to work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY396844

Local authority Durham

Inspection number 10229347

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Canterbury Kids Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904793

Telephone number 07599 465958

Date of previous inspection 6 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Canterbury Kids Club registered in 2009, is committee run and situated within 
Finchale Primary School in the Newton Hall area of Durham. The setting employs 
four members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3. The setting is open Monday to Friday, term time only. 
Sessions are from 7.30am to 8.55am and from 3.25pm to 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Campbell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk around the setting, to 
determine the organisation and planning of activities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged with activities.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Canterbury Kids Club
6 April 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

