
Inspection of Galmpton Pre-school
The Village Institute Greenway Road, Galmpton, BRIXHAM, Devon TQ5 0LT

Inspection date: 24 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and demonstrate they feel safe and secure at the preschool. 
They arrive eager to play and happily leave their parents at the gate outside. Staff 
carefully plan the environment and children enjoy an interesting curriculum.

Children are relaxed and move confidently around the preschool. They make 
independent choices about their play. They are curious and investigate the wide 
range of resources available to them. For example, children explore natural 
materials such as straw and use a magnifying glass to search for pretend insects. 
Children develop early social skills as they engage in conversations with those 
around them. They are proud of their achievements and hold up a spider to show 
their friends what they found in the sensory tray. 

Children's behaviour is good. They have a good understanding of what staff say 
and follow instructions well. Each morning, children come together for group 
registration. Staff encourage children to join in and praise their efforts as children 
confidently sing their favourite song to the group. Children are beginning to 
recognise their names and those of their friends as they self-register each morning. 
Some children are beginning to distinguish the sounds of different letters. These 
opportunities help to prepare children for the eventual move to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff provide a well-thought-out curriculum for all children. It 
is carefully planned and structured to build on what children already know and 
can do. Staff support children to consistently build a depth of knowledge over 
time.

n Staff provide a broad range of experiences for children to learn about the natural 
world and living things. For example, children are currently learning about the 
life cycle of a frog. They investigate how frogspawn become tadpoles before 
growing into frogs. Staff support children to make links to the growth of 
different living things, such as humans and plants.

n Staff quickly identify any children who may benefit from additional support. They 
monitor children's progress, and action plans with achievable next steps for 
learning are put in place to help children achieve to the best of their ability. The 
pre-school liaises with outside agencies and seeks additional support and advice.

n Staff provide an inviting reading area with a wide range of books and props to 
develop children's love of stories and books. They revisit stories and discuss the 
characters and their favourite parts of the book. Children listen attentively as 
staff enthusiastically read to them. They enjoy telling their version of familiar 
stories to their friends and repeat familiar phrases within their play.

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language skills well. They 
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encourage children to participate in everyday discussions and talk to them about 
what they are doing as they play. However, at times, children do not always 
learn the correct way to say words as staff sometimes do not use the correct 
pronunciation.

n Children display high levels of independence. They take responsibility for 
completing tasks for themselves and are keen to show their achievements to 
staff and visitors. However, on occasions, staff's questioning techniques are not 
always effective. This is because staff do not always give children enough time 
to think and respond to the questions asked as they quickly answer the question 
for them.

n The pre-school helps to support continuity for the families that attend. This is 
because it has served the community for many years, with generations of 
families attending and staff working at the pre-school for many years.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff share information about children's 
learning and development in a range of ways. The pre-school has recently 
introduced a 'lending library' to support children and parents to read at home 
together. Parents speak highly of the pre-school and feel well-informed about 
children's learning. They comment on how quickly children settle and value the 
wide range of exciting activities available.

n The management team strives to make the pre-school the best it can be for the 
children and families who attend. Staff comment on the approachable nature of 
managers and say they feel happy and supported in their role.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe. They 
have a good knowledge of signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk 
of abuse or neglect. Staff are confident with the pre-school's policies and 
procedures and know how to respond to a concern about a child in their care. They 
also demonstrate a good understanding of processes in place following an 
allegation being made against them or any other member of staff. The manager 
has procedures in place to check the suitability of new staff and completes regular 
supervisions and appraisals to ensure the ongoing suitability of existing staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consistently model the correct pronunciation of words to 
enhance children's growing vocabulary and communication skills

n provide children with even more time to think and respond to support them to 
work things out for themselves and extend their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY300296

Local authority Torbay

Inspection number 10125955

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Galmpton Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904600

Telephone number 01803 845 547

Date of previous inspection 21 April 2015

Information about this early years setting

Galmpton Pre-school registered 1988. It is located in Galmpton, near Brixham, 
Devon. The pre-school operates from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Thursday, during 
term time. It employs eight staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years 
qualifications between level 2 and level 5. One member of staff holds qualified 
teacher status. The pre-school is registered to accept funding for the provision of 
free early education for children aged two-, three- and four-years-old. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Holly Smith
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Inspection activities

n This is the first routine inspection the preschool received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
activities and intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector gathered the views of parents during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at required documentation, including evidence of the 

suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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