
Childminder report

Inspection date: 22 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time with the childminder. They show they are very 
happy and that they feel safe in her care. Children spend lots of time outdoors and 
benefit from a range of different learning experiences. Children demonstrate a 
positive attitude, confidence and independence. They behave extremely well. 
Children play cooperatively together with their friends. They understand the 
routines of the day and the childminder's expectations. For instance, after lunch 
they willingly take their plates to the kitchen to help the childminder clear away.

Children are gaining many skills from the childminder's curriculum that is planned 
well overall. This curriculum encompasses all seven areas of learning. The 
childminder places a high focus on helping children to develop a love of books. For 
example, children build on what they know and already understand about the story 
'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' using props to act out the storyline. Children know 
familiar endings and call out 'he was still hungry'. They use their fingers to 
acknowledge two pears and three plums. Children show an awareness of 
comprehension as they recall that the caterpillar turns into a cocoon and then a 
butterfly.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is keen to continually improve. She evaluates her practice well. 
The childminder states recent training aimed at effective practice has been 
beneficial in how she delivers activities and identifies any gaps in children's 
learning. As a consequence, she feels confident in her ability to make timely 
referrals should a child need additional support in their learning.

n Overall, the childminder has a good understanding of her curriculum and how to 
implement it. She plans well and follows children's interests effectively. Children 
show willingness to take part in all their activities. They show curiosity in sensory 
play experiences and water play. Children engage in conversations. They are 
developing an awareness of numbers and counting. However, although some 
children are using words that are associated with mathematical concepts, the 
childminder is not always secure in the methods she uses to enhance this 
further. For instance, in promoting the ways children learn to use spatial words 
and language, comparison of quantity and promoting an understanding of 
shapes.

n The childminder knows children well and interacts effectively to support their 
individual learning styles. Overall, she is confident to build on what children are 
learning. For example, following the theme of the hungry caterpillar, children 
create their own caterpillar, using pipe cleaners and beads. Children use the 
word of the day, which is 'tricky' to explain they sometimes struggle to attach 
the beads, but are willing to keep trying. Children show their comprehension of 
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the story as they practise wriggling like caterpillars, rolling up tightly in a cocoon 
and flying like a butterfly.

n Children are attentive when listening to stories and are keen to offer suggestions 
about what is happening. They show increasing language skills and developing 
vocabulary. The childminder encourages singing with musical instruments to 
promote language acquisition further, but sometimes is not as successful in 
helping children listen with more attention to sounds. As a result, children 
become a little distracted.

n Children behave very well at all times. They understand the childminder's 
expectations for them and demonstrate a willingness to learn and have fun 
doing so. Children are keen to take part in a planting activity. As they plant 
sunflower seeds, tulip bulbs and runner beans, children demonstrate knowledge 
that these will need sun and water if they are to grow. They take turns to fill the 
watering can and understand to wash their hands once everything is planted. 
Children show readiness for the next stages of their learning.

n The childminder promotes children's healthy lifestyles. Children are developing 
their own characters, confidence, independence and emotional security. They 
enjoy physical play. Snack times are sociable occasions where children learn 
about safety, for instance as they carefully use safety knives to cut their fruits.

n The childminder is confident to make secure assessments of children's learning 
and shares this with parents, who are positive about the care children receive. 
Parents state that their children have very secure bonds with the childminder 
and settle well. They add that children's speech is improving all the time.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a secure understanding of her responsibilities to safeguard 
children. She adheres to her robust policies, procedures and risk assessments to 
help ensure children's health, safety and well-being. The childminder helps children 
to understand safety for themselves. For example, the safest way to use a slide. 
The childminder regularly updates her knowledge of all aspects of safeguarding 
matters. For instance, she knows the procedure to follow if an allegation is made 
against her. She understands how to identify possible radicalisation. The 
childminder is aware of her responsibility to act on any disclosures made by a child.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the opportunities for children to use and learn mathematical language 
and concepts relevant to their age

n help children build on their listening and concentration skills through a range of 
different activities and resources.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY441025

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10228617

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 7

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 4 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2012. She lives in Wellesley, Aldershot, Hampshire. 
The childminder works Monday to Thursday, all day, for most weeks of the year. 
She receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged 
three. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aileen Finan

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n A joint inspection was completed. The childminder discussed her aims for 
children's learning.

n The childminder explained her curriculum and how she plans this and assesses 
children's learning. 

n The inspector observed the childminder's interactions with children. She spoke 
with children present and read feedback from parents.

n The inspector sampled relevant documentation. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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