
Inspection of Ducklings Childcare
14 The Causeway, Godmanchester, Huntingdon, Cambs PE29 2HA

Inspection date: 22 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy and settle with support from their key person. They 
thrive in the enticing environment that engages children quickly into play. Children 
demonstrate high levels of confidence as they explore the garden, taking risks by 
climbing trees and rope ladders. They role play in the mud kitchen and enjoy the 
company of their peers, as well as time playing and learning on their own. Children 
practise their physical skills as they dig in the sand with gardening tools, and ride 
bikes and scooters around differing obstacles. 

Children are calm and fully engrossed in their indoor play. The language-rich 
environment provides all children with opportunities to practise talking about their 
own experiences and to learn new vocabulary. Babies' communication is quickly 
recognised by the caring and responsive staff. Children's behaviour is excellent. 
They patiently line up and wait their turn to use equipment and receive praise from 
the staff for their efforts. Children make rapid progress in their learning and 
development because they have time to practise the skills required to become 
independent learners. As a result, children are exceptionally confident to assist 
their own needs.

Children are learning to be safe and healthy. They help complete daily checklists to 
ensure the equipment and environment are safe and practise using knives safely to 
cut up their own fruit at snack time. They are taught how to brush their teeth and 
learn the importance of handwashing from a young age.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager leads a dedicated and motivated team of highly skilled staff. She 
prioritises their well-being and uses an effective programme of supervision to 
make sure they are continually suitable for their role. Staff receive extensive 
training, and their ongoing professional development is given the utmost 
priority. The manager recognises the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on some 
children's attendance. Additional funding is used towards new resources; some 
of which, children take home to continue their learning.

n The nursery benefits from highly motivated staff who are excellent role models 
to the children. They remind children of the nursery rules and explain to children 
why they are important. Children have learned to use their voices to tell others 
what they do and do not like. Staff skilfully teach children to celebrate 
themselves and others. For example, they celebrate children's birthdays with tea 
parties by the mud kitchen. The children experiment and make herbal tea with 
water, herbs and grass. They add sprinkles and speak about their own birthday 
celebrations.

n Staff support and teach children's learning through well-timed interactions, 
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based on the strong knowledge they have of children's individual development. 
They have extensive knowledge of their key children through excellent teaching 
programmes. They learn about children's interests and consistently follow their 
lead, actively encouraging them to think, investigate and experiment. Children 
demonstrate that they feel safe and secure. They have formed strong bonds 
with staff and seek visitors out to tell them what they are doing. Babies explore 
their surroundings and find pictures of their families on the walls.

n The ambitious curriculum ensures all children make the best possible progress. 
There is a strong focus on continuous learning which helps prepare children for 
the next steps in their development. For example, in preparation for babies 
moving into the toddler room, they learn how to use open cups and cutlery to 
feed themselves independently. Children learn to recognise themselves and their 
names with pictures and labels on their pegs and blanket boxes. Children are 
very well prepared for moving on to school. They practise putting on PE kits and 
teachers are invited in to visit them.

n Children have superb opportunities to access books and develop a love for 
reading. Both children and babies are read stories throughout the day in the 
cosy reading areas, indoors and outside, which are filled with soft furnishings. 
They eagerly listen to stories and repeat phrases from familiar books during their 
play. Staff expand children's understanding of the stories with exciting sensory 
props that they can touch and shake. 

n Staff teach early mathematical concepts. For example, during a potion-making 
activity, staff talk to children about how long the stem of a daffodil is compared 
to the length of a hyacinth. 

n Parents are extremely positive about the nursery and staff which they describe 
as 'very welcoming'. They say how their children are exceedingly happy here 
and really appreciate the regular updates about their child's day through the 
online communication methods. Key persons report to parents about children's 
developmental progress and make suggestions as to how this can be continued 
at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent understanding of their roles and responsibilities to 
safeguard children. They are fully aware of the signs and symptoms of possible 
abuse and how to report their concerns. Management ensure staff keep their 
knowledge up to date with regular online and in-house training, which helps widen 
their knowledge around safeguarding issues such as radicalisation and county lines. 
Recruitment procedures are robust to ensure that only those suitable to work with 
children do so and their suitability to work with children is reviewed regularly. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY559715

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10190798

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 99

Name of registered person Ducklings Childcare (Godmanchester) Ltd.

Registered person unique 
reference number RP559714

Telephone number 01480413914

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ducklings Childcare re-registered in 2018. The nursery employs 18 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above, including one who holds a level 5 qualification. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Small
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk together and discussed how 
the curriculum is organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector took time to speak to parents, children and staff at appropriate 
times and considered their thoughts and views. 

n The inspector took part in a joint observation with the nursery manager and 
discussed the intent and impact of the activity. 

n A leadership and management discussion was held between the inspector and 
the manager, where relevant documents were reviewed including safeguarding 
policies and recruitment processes. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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