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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities are 
warmly welcomed into this club. Children know the routines and quickly choose 
from an inviting selection of healthy foods for tea. As they eat and unwind at the 
end of a busy time in school, they watch cartoons or talk to staff about their day. 
Children are independent, happy and confident. They develop very good social 
skills and make new friendships. Children listen carefully to staff, who model 
respectful behaviour. Children behave very well and help each other to stay safe. 
For example, they talk about how to use scissors safely.

Children choose from a good range of fun activities that keep them motivated and 
engaged. For example, children spend some time creatively making bracelets and 
threading beads. Others enjoy making cakes for their friends to eat. Some children 
relax as they draw and colour or read a book. They can choose to be active and 
play outdoors in all weathers in the school playgrounds. Children play ball games, 
climb and learn new skills, such as how to juggle, with the enthusiastic staff. They 
comment on the staff being kind and fun. Children say that cooking and creative 
play are their favourite activities. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff consistently support children's good behaviour. Staff 
praise and encourage children's efforts to help build their self-esteem. Children 
are polite and follow the rules and boundaries. They cooperate and show 
consideration for one another as they play together. 

n Staff encourage children to use their own ideas and solve problems. For 
example, children concentrate and persevere as they build models. They self-
select resources and work out ways to fix boxes and card together with tape or 
glue. When they have finished, they proudly demonstrate their creations.

n Staff use children's ideas for activities and follow their interests. For example, 
staff help children to make 'slime' at their request. Children choose where they 
wish to be and readily include staff in their play, such as tag games outside. 
However, the manager recognises that she needs to help some staff focus more 
on supporting younger children to play.

n Children learn about keeping themselves healthy. They are provided with a 
choice of seasonal healthy foods, including fruit for tea. Staff talk about food 
that is good for you. They are fully aware of children's individual allergies and 
dietary needs and ensure these are met. Children follow good hygiene practices, 
including washing their hands when needed.

n Staff took action during COVID-19 to minimise risks to children, such as 
removing cushions and furnishings that could not be easily washed. Following 
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feedback from children, they intend to reinstate a cosy space where children can 
sit quietly and rest when the club is busy.

n The experienced manager and staff team work well together. The manager 
models her good practice as she works alongside staff. Staff have regular 
meetings to discuss their care of the children, consider their own well-being and 
areas of their work to develop further. Staff say they are well supported and 
happy in their work. This helps to provide a good experience for the children.

n The club is a valued part of the school community. Children benefit from the 
strong links with the school. Staff work in partnership with colleagues at the 
school to share information about the children in their care. If children need 
extra support, due to identified additional needs, or after a difficult day at 
school, this is provided effectively. 

n Parents are happy with the provision. They comment on how their children enjoy 
the activities provided and are happy to attend the club. They like how the staff 
are always friendly and caring. A committee of parents operates the club 
effectively, ensuring that staff are suitable to work with children. They plan to 
improve the club's website to provide more information for parents about the 
children's activities.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete appropriate safeguarding training regularly and have a good 
understanding of what to do if they have a concern about a child's welfare. They 
are clear about the procedures to follow. Staff are carefully checked to ensure they 
are suitable to work with children. They carry out risk assessments to help 
minimise any hazards in the environment.  The manager and staff supervise 
children carefully to help ensure they play safely. The premises are secure so that 
children cannot leave unsupervised and unexpected visitors cannot gain access. 
The manager ensures that a suitable number of staff hold an appropriate first-aid 
qualification to meet the needs of children in any potential medical emergency.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 130784

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10228029

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 165

Name of registered person Elm Grove Out of School Club

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909965

Telephone number 01273 708004

Date of previous inspection 3 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Elm Grove Out of School Club registered in 1998. It operates from Elm Grove 
Primary School in Brighton, East Sussex. The club is run independently from the 
school. It is open each weekday from 8am to 9am and from 3pm to 6pm during 
term time. There are 18 members of staff, 12 of whom hold qualifications at level 2 
or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Suleyman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the club.

n The inspector and managed had a tour of the provision and discussed the 
suitability of the premises.

n Children spoke to the inspector and told her about the club and what they like to 
do there.

n Some parents, including the the chair of the committee, spoke to the inspector 
during the inspection and their views were taken into account.

n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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