
Inspection of Hanslope Park Day 
Nursery
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Hanslope Park, Hanslope, Buckinghamshire MK19 
7BH

Inspection date: 3 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children are happy, confident and sociable learners. Older children are keen to 
introduce themselves to visitors and talk about their activities and interests. For 
example, they eagerly share the stories that they read and talk about the 
characters in them. Children demonstrate good levels of concentration and play for 
extended periods. In their self-chosen play, young children carefully feed their 
'baby', dress them and arrange their blankets in their cot for sleep time. 

Children benefit from positive key-person relationships. Young children enjoy 
comfort and reassurance from staff, as they become familiar with their 
environment and new routines. This helps them to feel safe and secure. 

Children behave well and follow well-established routines, such as washing their 
hands before meals and finding their own drinks bottle when they are thirsty. They 
consistently use good manners in their interactions with each other. Children learn 
how to communicate their thoughts and feelings. This helps them to empathise 
with others. 

Children engage well during activities that staff organise to meet their interests. 
They enjoy a range of visits on site, including to the sensory garden and to the 
woods. These help them to learn about the wider world. Children develop a good 
range of skills, which prepare them for their next stages in learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has not informed Ofsted of changes to those involved in the 
leadership and management of the nursery. He has not ensured that the 
necessary information has been submitted to complete suitability checks of 
volunteers who are now active committee members. However, the impact on 
children is minimised as they do not have unsupervised contact with children.

n Managers use additional funding well to support children. For example, they 
purchase resources to help children find out about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others. This helps children to develop an 
understanding of how they are unique.

n Overall, staff share a common understanding of what they want children to 
learn. For example, they describe how painting activities can help children to 
develop their hand muscles in preparation for their later writing. However, at 
times, during their interactions with children, staff do not focus on the skills and 
knowledge that they want children to develop. This means that on occasion 
children are not challenged fully in their learning. 

n Staff sensitively support children to manage their interactions with their friends. 
For instance, they recognise when children encounter problems in their play. 

Inspection report: Hanslope Park Day Nursery
3 February 2022 2



They demonstrate to them how to invite others to join their play. This helps 
children to develop the confidence to resolve these issues for themselves. 

n Children develop positive attitudes to their learning. They quickly become 
engrossed in their play with others. For instance, they practise using tools and 
equipment to mix, pour and scoop during their messy play. Children sit and 
enjoy listening to stories with their friends. They concentrate well and answer 
questions about how the characters in the stories are feeling. 

n Staff develop positive partnerships with parents. For example, they involve 
parents in regular reviews of children's progress and seek their views to help 
them plan meaningful learning opportunities. Staff seek information about 
children's care and routines at home. This helps them to make plans to 
accommodate children's feeding needs when attending nursery. This is 
particularly successful for younger babies.

n Staff report that they feel well supported by managers. For example, they have 
opportunities within the working day to complete training. They particularly 
report on the positive impact of training about how to interact with babies. Staff 
respond to babies' gestures and non-verbal communication well. For instance, 
they take them to toys that they point to and follow their lead as they crawl to 
items of interest, such as the see-saw. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers implement robust procedures to keep their staff and children safe. For 
example, they practise fire evacuation and emergency procedures routinely on a 
weekly basis. They complete daily risk assessments and annual risk assessments to 
ensure that the premises are safe and suitable for children. Managers ensure that 
staff maintain a good safeguarding knowledge. For example, they keep their 
knowledge up to date through training and development activities. Staff has a 
consistently good understanding of how to respond to concerns about children. 
They are familiar with whistle-blowing procedures should they need to refer any 
potential concern about staff practice. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
provide Ofsted with the necessary 
information to enable suitability checks 
to be carried out for members of the 
committee. 

03/03/2022
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff practice and precisely focus curriculum delivery on the 
knowledge and skills children need to learn so that they are fully challenged in 
their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY278067

Local authority Milton Keynes

Inspection number 10209755

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 57

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522847

Telephone number 01908 515794

Date of previous inspection 28 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

Hanslope Park Day Nursery registered in 2004. It operates within the grounds of 
Hanslope Park in Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire. The nursery serves staff 
working for the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office. The nursery is 
open from 8am to 5.30pm from Monday to Thursday, and from 8am to 5pm on 
Friday. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for 
children aged three and four years. The nursery employs 18 staff. Of these, 15 
work with children and 13 staff hold qualifications between level 2 and level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Dailey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19  
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager led the inspector on a tour of all areas of the premises used by 
children. She explained the intentions behind the organisation of space and the 
planned educational programmes. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors with 
managers and assessed the impact on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to the provider and discussed procedures to check the 
suitability of committee members. 

n The inspector spoke to staff about the curriculum and their intentions for 
children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to parents on the day of the inspection and considered their 
views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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