
Inspection of Little Impressions Day 
Nursery
Unit 9, St. Albans Road Industrial Estate, St. Albans Road, Stafford, Staffordshire 
ST16 3DR

Inspection date: 16 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they are happy and safe at the nursery. They start their day 
with a warm welcome from staff, who engage them in conversation and learning 
throughout the day. Children are encouraged to become independent learners and 
develop confidence. They enjoy a range of activities, that staff plan to support their 
curiosity. Children develop their creativity while they mix 'potions', adding colourful 
feathers. They use pegs and pegboards to devise patterns. Children are proud of 
their achievements and eagerly share these with staff. They enjoy the praise they 
receive from attentive staff. 

Babies and children have close attachments with their key person and look to them 
for reassurance. Babies explore their environment with confidence. They 
demonstrate that they feel safe because they walk around the room with the added 
security of staff holding their hands. 

Children learn to enjoy a healthy lifestyle. They understand the importance of 
eating healthily and cleaning their teeth thoroughly. Children develop their physical 
skills through a range of stimulating experiences. They spend time in the outdoor 
area, where they develop their large-muscle skills. Children negotiate the obstacle 
courses with confidence and enthusiastically jump over low hurdles.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan a broad curriculum, which builds on children's individual interests. 
They spend time engaging with children to find out about what they know and 
enjoy. Children make good progress in their learning and are confident to have a 
go at new activities, when encouraged by staff. However, on occasion, staff do 
not precisely plan activities that are linked closely to children's next steps in 
learning.

n The nursery is an inclusive setting, and staff ensure they include all children in 
the activities and experiences. Children show good levels of cooperation, when 
they share resources and learn to take turns during activities. Children 
understand boundaries, behave well and have good attitudes to learning. This is 
supported by staff who have developed a consistent approach to managing 
children's behaviour.

n All staff talk to children using clear language. They model the pronunciation of 
words carefully and encourage children to repeat and use words in their play. 
Children regularly enjoy sitting with a member of staff and sharing a favourite 
book. They learn to anticipate what will happen next and repeat phrases from 
familiar books. Staff make the stories relevant and memorable by, for instance, 
linking them to children's creative interests and role play. For example, children 
enjoy creating 'bears', using play dough, after listening to the story 'We're Going 
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on a Bear Hunt'.
n From an early age, babies and young children learn to use spoons and forks to 

feed themselves. They continue to develop these skills when they move through 
the nursery. For example, older children serve their own meals, pour their own 
drinks, and scrape their plates. They make choices about what they would like to 
eat and drink. This helps them to develop their skills and confidence ready for 
school.

n Staff work hard to ensure that children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities have their needs met. The special educational needs coordinator is 
knowledgeable in her role. Staff support families and work with other 
professionals to implement strategies, to help children to make the best progress 
they can.

n Parents spoken to, during the inspection, praise the nursery. They are keen to 
talk about the difference staff make to their children's confidence and language 
skills. Parents value the daily information that they receive from staff, which 
gives them reassurance that their children are happy and settled. Staff exchange 
information with parents about children's learning and progress, and to support 
continuous learning at home.

n The manager is reflective about her practice and the development of both 
herself and her staff. Staff are offered training opportunities to update their skills 
and knowledge. Strategies, such as supervision and individual meetings, are 
used to evaluate workloads and promote staff well-being. However, supervision 
sessions focus less intently on helping staff to further develop their teaching 
skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities to report child protection concerns. They 
receive regular training to ensure that they have up-to-date knowledge of 
safeguarding matters. Staff have a good awareness of the indicators of abuse. This 
includes protecting children from extremist views. The manager ensures that staff 
are aware of the procedure for referring any concerns about children's welfare or 
about the behaviour of colleagues. The arrangements to recruit staff, including 
suitability checks, are robust. Staff complete daily risk assessments, both indoors 
and outdoors, to maintain a safe environment for children to play in.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure planning links more precisely with children's next steps, so that they 
make the best possible progress

n enhance ways to help staff to reflect on their practice and further improve their 
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teaching skills.

Inspection report: Little Impressions Day Nursery
16 March 2022 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY360529

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10201446

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 64

Number of children on roll 108

Name of registered person Play Paradise Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902388

Telephone number 01785 252777

Date of previous inspection 21 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

Little Impressions Day Nursery was registered in 2007. The provider employs 24 
members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 5, 13 at level 3 and two at level 2. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays and one week at 
Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The provider provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Coomer
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The nursery manager and the inspector completed a learning walk around all 
areas of the nursery to understand how the early years provision and the 
curriculum are organised.

n The inspector and nursery manager carried out a joint observation of a teaching 
activity.

n The inspector sought the views of parents and staff, and spoke to children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors to assess 
the impact this had on children's learning.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and nursery manager, looked at 
relevant documentation and evidence of staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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