Inspection of Little Owls Community
Preschool
53 Cambridge Road, Owlsmoor, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 0SZ

Inspection date:

16 March 2022

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children enjoy their time at the pre-school. They smile and chat to their friends as
they confidently arrive and are warmly welcomed by staff. Children are eager to
get involved and ready to learn. They make good progress through accessing a
well-planned curriculum. Staff get to know children well. They plan effectively to
support their individual needs and interests. Children concentrate on their chosen
activities and demonstrate that they remember what they have learned. They talk
about the different foods they have eaten for snack. Older children discuss their
knowledge of food groups and having a balanced diet. They use new vocabulary,
such as 'carbohydrate', as they have fun listing all the foods they know in this
group.
Children behave well. They are kind and polite to each other. Children create an
enormous drawing together on paper on the floor. They lie down and focus on the
marks they make. Children say please and thank you as they take turns to use the
different coloured pens. They organise the resources among themselves and
encourage other children to join in. Children make positive comments about each
other's pictures. They draw faces and describe the expressions as 'grumpy' and
'excited', using their knowledge of the language of emotions. They enjoy working
together and demonstrate they are proud of their achievements.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff provide children with plenty of opportunities to be active. Children giggle
and jump up and down as they copy a staff member enthusiastically leading a
fitness routine. Outside in the garden, children move around playing chasing
games. They balance on springy stepping stones and wobbly wooden ramps.
Children develop their core strength and benefit from plenty of fresh air and
exercise.
n Staff engage in meaningful conversations with children. They enhance their
understanding of the world around them. Staff teach children about the different
types of buildings that people live in. Children are keen to talk about their own
homes and families as they draw pictures. Staff support children to develop an
understanding of what makes them similar and different to others.
n Children develop the strength in their hands. They explore ways to manipulate
play dough. They practise using pincers and carefully cutting with scissors. This
supports their fine motor skills and prepares them well for writing when they
eventually move to school.
n Staff encourage children to develop a love for books. Children enjoy looking at
books independently and with their friends. Staff read to children throughout the
day. They use props and puppets to support children's understanding. They
pause to let children fill in the missing words to familiar stories. However, on
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occasions, staff's arrangement of group story times does not ensure all children
are kept engaged and involved.
Staff form good relationships with parents. They share information about
children's progress and ideas to continue their learning at home. For instance,
staff send books home for parents to read to children. They support them to
help children with toilet training and managing behaviour.
The manager uses additional funding thoughtfully to provide children with
experiences they may not usually access. For example, she arranges sports
coaching sessions to help build children's confidence. The manager organises a
visit from a mobile farm to introduce farm animals to children that may have
never encountered them.
Staff support children to carry out tasks for themselves. At snack time, children
wash their hands and collect their own plates and cups. They find their own
place mats and work together to set the table. Staff use the opportunity to
support children's growing independence. They sing to children as they wait for
snack to be served. However, children wait for a long time, which delays them in
returning to their play.
The manager ensures staff have the skills and knowledge to identify gaps in
children's learning or delays in development. They work together to put in place
effective strategies to help those that need it. The manager seeks swift support
from external agencies, where necessary. Staff have high expectations for
children. They work hard to help all children achieve the best possible outcomes.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Safeguarding is of the highest priority in this pre-school. All staff are well trained
and understand their roles and responsibilities in keeping children safe from harm.
They understand the reporting procedures they must follow if they are concerned
about the welfare of a child, or the conduct of other staff members. Staff have
knowledge of the signs and symptoms that a child may be at risk from abuse. The
setting is risk assessed to ensure hazards to children are minimised. Children learn
to manage their own risk in the garden. They figure out how to safely get up and
down the climbing equipment with support from staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n improve further the organisation of snack time, so that children do not have to
wait for long periods and their play is not disrupted
n strengthen the implementation of group activities, such as story time, to fully
engage all children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

119250

Local authority

Bracknell Forest

Inspection number

10228193

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places

30

Number of children on roll

43

Name of registered person

Owlsmoor Pre School C.I.C.

Registered person unique
reference number

RP523049

Telephone number

01344 761919

Date of previous inspection

7 December 2016

Information about this early years setting
Little Owls Community Preschool registered in 1992 and operates from a purposebuilt building in the area of Owlsmoor, Berkshire. The pre-school is open each
weekday from 9am to 3pm, term time only. The provider receives funding to
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There are
13 staff; of these, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or
above. This includes a member of staff who has early years professional status.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Alice M Roberts
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the preschool received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed the
early years curriculum.
n Parents spoke with the inspector and shared their views of the pre-school.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group
activity.
n The inspector had a conversation with the manager about the leadership and
management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2022
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