
Inspection of Twyford Playgroup
The Gilbert Room, Twyford Parish Hall, Hazeley Road, Twyford, Winchester SO21 
1QY

Inspection date: 17 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their play and learning. They make friends easily and are 
respectful and kind to each other. Children understand the expectations for their 
behaviour, take pride in their achievements and are active learners. They benefit 
from the many opportunities to play outdoors. A high emphasis is placed on 
helping children learn more about the wider world and natural resources. Children 
develop an awareness of risk and confidence during their play outdoors. For 
instance, children work collaboratively as they construct a pulley system with ropes 
to transport water in buckets. They learn to use one-handed tools, such as 
hammers, as they play in the mud kitchen area. Children listen carefully to staff's 
instructions and reminders for keeping themselves safe. All children show they are 
ready for the next stages of their education.

Children demonstrate that they feel very happy and emotionally secure. They sing 
their welcome song with warmth and caring as they greet each other and staff in 
the morning. Children listen as others speak and share and value each other's 
work, for example when staff show children the pictures their friends have been 
painting. Staff provide crockery for children to eat from at snack time. Children 
understand the necessity of handling their plates and bowls with care. Snack times 
and lunchtimes are very sociable occasions. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership and management are secure. A strong focus is placed on providing 
an inclusive learning environment for all children. Leaders work very well with 
the committee and ensure that systems for recruitment, induction and training 
of staff are robust. Leaders engage effectively with parents and their local 
community. Staff state that they feel thoroughly supported in their roles and 
that their ideas are valued. 

n Staff implement a curriculum that overall is well understood and in the main 
builds on what children know and already understand. At times, however, staff 
are not always ambitious enough when sequencing this learning. This is most 
evident in the area of mathematics. Generally, children can confidently articulate 
what they know in regard to numbers and counting. However, there are fewer 
opportunities for children to build on this knowledge and to learn more, for 
instance by using positional language, solving problems and making comparisons 
about size, weight and volume. 

n Staff place a high importance on helping children to be confident learners. They 
follow children's interests when planning the learning environment but extend 
opportunities well to encompass new and broader interests. For example, 
children demonstrate their creativity by painting their interpretation of a vase of 
tulips picked on a recent walk. Through discussions, they learn new terms, such 
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as 'stem'. Likewise, as part of their topic of growth, children also learn about 
decay. They show interest as they use books for research that help them know 
more about fossils. Intrigued, children copy and create these fossils using 
moulds and moulding dough.

n Children behave extremely well throughout the day. They demonstrate a positive 
attitude to their learning. Children concentrate and are actively interested in 
their activities. For example, children follow instructions and listen well during a 
group session where they compare and identify the sounds different objects 
make. Later in the day, they attentively take part during story time as they 
demonstrate their comprehension of the storylines and share their ideas about 
what is happening. Children are respectful to their friends and to staff.

n Staff encourage children's independence, for example, in their personal care, 
putting on coats and outdoor shoes, and when pouring their drinks at snack 
time. Staff utilise their training that helps them promote children's emotional 
literacy. For instance, staff show care and compassion as they talk about 
emotions and feelings. Children distinguish that a happy face may mean 'we 
have someone to play with'. Children interpret other faces, for example 
determining what may represent scared or worried feelings.  

n Parents are positive about the care their children receive. They state that staff 
are nurturing and offer positive experiences. Parents praise the ideas that staff 
provide them with for children's learning at home. Parents comment about the 
interventions that children receive, particularly those who need a little more 
emotional or developmental support and those children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff fully understand their responsibilities to protect children. They know the 
families of children attending well and receive regular training to maintain their 
safeguarding awareness. Staff have a good knowledge of all aspects of 
safeguarding. For example, they understand what to do if a child makes a 
disclosure to them and how to record accidents that occur at home. Staff 
demonstrate their knowledge of how to identify possible radicalisation and know 
what to do if they have a concern about another staff member or leader of the 
setting. Policies, procedures and risk assessments are thorough, and are adhered 
to by all staff. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop a more consistent approach for the sequencing of learning aims across 
all areas of learning, and in particular for mathematics.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY484175

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10228980

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Twyford Playgroup

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533613

Telephone number 07876 795 624/07500 861 816

Date of previous inspection 19 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Twyford Playgroup first opened in 1971 and re-registered in 2014. It operates from 
the Gilbert Room in the village of Twyford near Winchester, Hampshire. It is open 
on Monday to Friday, during school term time, from 9am to 1.30pm. On Monday 
and Thursday, the pre-school offers an extended day until 3pm. The pre-school 
receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged three 
and four years. There are eight members of staff employed to work with the 
children. Of these, one member of staff is a qualified teacher and all other staff 
hold appropriate early years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aileen Finan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager provided the inspector with information about how staff implement 
the curriculum during a learning walk.

n A joint inspection took place. The manager told the inspector how staff are 
supported in their roles and how they plan for children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with children, parents, staff and the chairperson of the 
committee. The inspector sampled relevant documentation.

n Observations took place indoors and outdoors to assess the quality of education.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Twyford Playgroup
17 March 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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