
Inspection of The Woodland Pre-
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The Woodland Pre School, Coates Lane, Downley, High Wycombe, 
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Inspection date: 17 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children choose to spend time outside, where they make independent choices from 
the activities and equipment on offer. They delight in making cakes and potions in 
the mud kitchen. Children explore textures and watch what happens next as they 
mix mud, bark and leaves. This supports children's creativity and emerging 
understanding of cause and effect.

Children are happy and settle well. Those who find it more difficult to separate 
from parents on arrival, receive sensitive support from staff. Children and adults sit 
in the book corner together and share stories until they are ready to play. 

Children learn to negotiate and take turns, as they play alongside their friends. For 
instance, they decide who will climb the wooden structure first and whose turn it is 
to use the ball launcher next. Children develop positive relationships with adults 
and their peers. They confidently approach staff for help, comfort, and reassurance 
as they need it. As a result, children are able to communicate their own needs. 

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive valuable 
support. Knowledgeable and caring staff work effectively with parents and other 
professionals to ensure children receive the additional help they need. 
Consequently, these children make good progress in learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership and management of the setting is strong. The manager and 
trustees work well together to support staff. They offer regular meetings and 
discuss their well-being, practice, and own professional development. As a 
result, staff feel valued and develop their own knowledge and skills. 

n Staff know the children well. They plan the curriculum based on their interests 
and what they already know and can do. For example, children and staff create 
a 'dinosaur land' in the nature area. They decide what colour to paint the tyres 
and also help to plant flowers. Children are eager to explore this space and learn 
about how things grow. 

n Children make good progress in their learning. Staff want them to build their 
skills over time. For instance, they provide balance bikes initially and then 
encourage children to move on to pedalling different sized trikes. This helps 
children begin to develop their gross motor skills and become more confident in 
riding bikes. 

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language skills well. They 
encourage children to engage in conversations and ensure they hear the correct 
pronunciation of words. Staff also use picture cards to support children who find 
speaking more difficult. However, when some staff teach children phonics, they 
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do not always use the correct letter sound. Therefore, this does not always 
effectively support children to develop appropriate early reading skills.

n Children share their thoughts and ideas with staff during free play. For instance, 
they create spring pictures and explain how they would like to make these. This 
ensures children feel valued and understand their contributions matter. At large 
group times, however, staff do not give all children the opportunity to share 
their thoughts and ideas, so they feel included.

n Staff weave number and mathematics into everyday routines. Children also 
choose to incorporate mathematics into their play. For instance, they count the 
blocks as they construct models. They also start to experiment with one more 
and one less. Staff use water play effectively to help children explore size and 
capacity. As a result, children develop a good understanding of some early 
mathematical concepts. 

n Children know and understand the routines of the pre-school day. They respond 
when staff play the tambourine to indicate a change of activity. However, on 
occasions, the organisation of the day disrupts children's learning. Staff expect 
them to move on, even when they are clearly not ready to do so.

n Parents speak very positively about the pre-school. They value how well staff 
know their children. Parents comment that staff ensure children receive any 
extra help they need to make progress in their learning. They also appreciate 
the daily feedback staff give about their children's well-being. Consequently, 
parents and staff work in partnership to meet children's needs effectively. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and managers carry out robust checks on staff to ensure they are suitable 
to care for children. Staff undertake a comprehensive induction when they first 
start. This ensures they fully understand their roles and responsibilities to keep 
children safe. Staff complete regular training to maintain up-to-date safeguarding 
knowledge. They know the signs and symptoms to look for to help them identify if 
children are at risk of harm or abuse. Staff are also aware of wider safeguarding 
issues, such as radicalisation. They understand how to report any concerns to more 
senior staff and other agencies to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff practice further to ensure they model how to pronounce sounds 
correctly when teaching phonics, to better support children's early literacy skills  

n give all children the opportunity to express their own thoughts and ideas during 
group times, to enhance their thinking skills 

n review the organisation of daily routines to avoid interruptions to children's play 
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and learning, particularly when they are outside or undertaking free play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2549311

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10221539

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person The Woodland Pre-School (Downley) CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2549310

Telephone number 01494521953

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Woodland Pre-School (Downley) has been in operation since 1979. They re-
registered as a charitable incorporated organisation in October 2019. They operate 
in Downley village, near High Wycombe, in Buckinghamshire. They open Monday to 
Friday term time only. Sessions are between 9am and 3.30pm. They also operate a 
breakfast club between 8am and 9am and lunch club between 12 midday to 
12.30pm. The provider employs 10 staff, eight of whom hold a relevant early years 
qualification at level 2 or above. The setting receives early education funding for 
children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Perry
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of group activities. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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