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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The manager and staff create a welcoming atmosphere in the nursery. Children
separate easily from their parents. Children who are new to the setting build
positive relationships with staff, who manage their individual needs well. This helps
children to feel safe and secure. Children are keen learners and happily get
involved in the broad range of activities provided. Staff have high expectations for
all children. They plan activities according to children's interests and needs. For
instance, children learn what food the Vikings ate and how they built their boats.
Overall, children behave well. They learn to follow the routines and to play safe.
They benefit from easy access to a wide range of high-quality resources. This helps
to support their independence skills and ensures that they are curious and
continuously motivated to learn.

Children learn about the importance of healthy eating and physical activity. They
make choices to play indoors or outdoors. Staff use the outdoor area exceptionally
well to support children's physical development. Children complete a challenging
obstacle course and learn about taking risks, while using the climbing wall. This
helps them to build their strong core muscles. Additionally, children participate in
meditation and yoga sessions, which support further their bodily awareness.
Children strengthen their small muscles through exciting messy play and mark-
making opportunities. This prepares them well for the next stage of their learning,
which is early writing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff plan and deliver the ambitious curriculum effectively to encourage
children's development. They support children's language and communication
skills well. For example, they introduce new words linked to children's interests,
including names of sea creatures, such as 'pufferfish'. Furthermore, children who
speak English as additional language have plenty of opportunities to share and
hear their home language. For instance, a child teaches others how to say 'le
poulpe', which means octopus in French.

m Children show love for books as they listen attentively to familiar stories. They
confidently engage in conversation about what they see and hear. For instance,
after listening to the 'Smiley Shark and Great Big Hiccups', children find seas and
oceans on the globe. In addition, they learn where koala bears and penguins
live, while exploring pictures of animals on the wall map.

B Leaders are aware of the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on children's
development and well-being. They have attended training to support children's
mental health and there is a focus on children's happiness. Children, generally,
behave well and show respect towards each other. However, on occasion, staff
do not address signs of unwanted behaviour swiftly enough. This shows
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inconsistencies in how well staff implement the setting's strategies for managing
children's behaviour.

m Children learn to manage their self-care needs independently. For instance, they
put their coats on for outdoor play. Children help with small tasks, such as
clearing up after meals. This helps them to gain a great sense of responsibility
and develop their independence in readiness for school.

m Children are extremely eager to engage in an activity that promotes their
mathematical skills. They quickly recognise numbers of quantities in the recipe,
as they bake regularly. They learn to use kitchen scales and compare weights
and sizes.

m Staff monitor children's progress and get to know them well. They recognise
when children need extra help with their learning. Staff are skilful in supporting
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They provide one-to-
one support when needed and work closely with other professionals. However,
on occasions, staff do not consistently interact with less confident children, to
ensure they are always fully engaged in their learning.

B The manager continuously evaluates the performance of the nursery and takes
into account the views of staff and parents. Staff feel they are managed well and
receive meaningful support and training.

W Parents speak highly about the caring and welcoming staff team. They comment
positively about the communication with staff and the level of support that they
receive. They say that staff keep them informed about their children's progress,
for example, through daily feedback and face-to-face meetings, which have
resumed now.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a sound understanding of child protection and can
identify when a child may be at risk of harm. They understand their roles and
responsibilities in making referrals to the relevant agencies, should they have a
concern about children or the conduct of others. Robust recruitment procedures
are in place to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff use risk
assessment to help minimise potential hazards and maintain a safe environment.
All staff hold paediatric first-aid certificates. This ensures that staff are able to care
for children in the event of an accident.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance further the quality of interactions with less confident children, ensuring
they are always fully engaged in their learning
B ensure there is consistency in implementing the setting's strategies for managing
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children's behaviour, to further help children self-regulate their behaviour.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY345528

Camden

10106489

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 4

42
36
University College London

RP905158

02076 797461
17 July 2015

Information about this early years setting

UCL Nursery registered in 2007. It is located in the premises of the University
College London in the London Borough of Camden. It opens from 8.30am to
5.15pm every weekday throughout the year. The provider employs 10 members of
staff working directly with children, all of whom hold relevant qualifications at level
3 or above. Additionally, the provider employs a chef and kitchen assistant, who

prepare daily healthy meals.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Agnes Wink

Inspection report: UCL Nursery
18 March 2022



Oféted

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

m Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education and assessed the impact this
was having on children's learning.

B The inspector conducted a joint observation of a group activity with the
manager.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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