
Inspection of Kingsmead Day Nursery
120 Kingsway, Eastleigh SO53 5DW

Inspection date: 15 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children love coming to this inviting and stimulating nursery. Staff ensure that 
children enjoy and experience an exciting range of activities, indoors and outdoors. 
Children build on their physical skills as they climb, balance and jump. Younger 
children grow in confidence as they are supported to balance on beams. Older 
children show good control when they jump and land on the trampoline. 

Children develop a love for books. They engage attentively when stories are read 
to them and join in with familiar phrases to show their enjoyment. Younger 
children develop their vocabulary as they join in with singing their favourite songs. 
They join in with the action when they stamp and shout out the words, 'stamp, 
stamp'.

Children behave well and show positive attitudes to learning. They develop good 
social skills as they take turns, share and play happily together. For instance, 
children allocate roles for different tasks in the mud kitchen.

Children show that they know the routines of the nursery. They remember that 
after story and rhyme time they have lunch. They become increasingly independent 
at managing their personal needs. Younger children try to feed themselves with a 
spoon, and older children learn to use a knife and fork appropriately.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have made considerable improvements since the last inspection. They 
have reviewed the organisation of the learning environment to ensure that 
children can easily make independent choices in their play. 

n Staff plan activities based on children's interests and needs. Children experience 
opportunities across all areas of learning. For example, while children play in the 
mud area, they count the legs on a spider.

n Children choose to work collaboratively and readily share made-up stories in 
their play. They imagine the climbing frame is a pirate ship, pretend a volcano is 
erupting and rescue a friend in the lava below. 

n Children show high levels of curiosity and test out their ideas as they make up 
their own games. They show excitement as they push a range of wheeled toys 
so that they speed down the ramp.

n Overall, staff make use of opportunities to develop and extend children's 
communication and language skills. Younger children join in with words and 
actions from familiar nursery rhymes. Older children learn to use different words 
to describe size, such as 'huge' and 'massive'. However, when some staff 
interact with children they do not consistently extend children's knowledge 
further. For instance, children look at bugs and are asked to name them, which 
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they already know.
n Leaders ensure that staff keep up to date with mandatory training. However, 

they do not always provide professional development opportunities for individual 
staff to strengthen their teaching skills to help children progress further in their 
learning.

n Children are well prepared for their next stage in education. Leaders maintain 
strong links with local schools, which eases children's transition to their new 
school. For instance, information is exchanged about children's progress and any 
specific needs they may have.

n Parents praise the quality of education and care their children receive. They 
actively work in partnership with the setting so that their children make good 
progress. Staff encourage parents to share their children's achievements and 
they use this information to plan for their children's next steps in learning.  

n Staff promote respect for different cultures. Children learn about different 
festivals, such as the Indian festival of colours called Holi. This supports 
children's understanding of life in modern Britain.

n Children learn about healthy eating as they enjoy freshly cooked, balanced and 
nutritious meals. They learn that vegetables are good for them and make them 
strong. Children turn over soil in preparation to plant seeds in the vegetable 
patch. This helps to bring learning to life.

n Children are encouraged to take risks safely when outdoors. This promotes their 
willingness to have a go and test out their abilities. Children carefully step onto a 
tree trunk on the ground and hold their arms out to help them balance as they 
move forward. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff understand their responsibilities to protect children and keep 
them safe from risk of harm. Staff receive regular safeguarding training to keep 
their knowledge up to date. They recognise the potential signs and symptoms of 
abuse and understand the local procedures to follow if they need to seek further 
help or to report any concerns. Staff are aware of wider safeguarding issues, such 
as risks related to extremist views and behaviours. Leaders use appropriate 
procedures to check staff are suitable to work with children. Staff carry out daily 
risk assessments of the environment to minimise hazards to children's safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus more sharply on the quality of staff's interactions to make the most of 
opportunities to extend children's learning further 

n strengthen the support for staff's professional development, to build on their 
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teaching skills and raise the quality of practice to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY472483

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10228867

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Kingsmead (Chandlers Ford) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905155

Telephone number 02380 253815

Date of previous inspection 6 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Kingsmead Day Nursery registered in 2014. It operates from a building in Eastleigh, 
in Southampton, Hampshire. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 
6pm, for 51 weeks a year. There are 14 staff employed at the setting, 11 of whom 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 4 and level 3. The nursery 
receives funding to provide free early years education for children aged two, three 
and four years old.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sonia Panchal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The Inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The nursery manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of the education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on the children's 
learning.

n Parents shared their views on the nursery with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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