
Inspection of Mother Goose Pre-
School
The Village Hall, Cambridge Road, Wimpole, Royston, Cambridgeshire SG8 5QE

Inspection date: 11 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in this warm and caring pre-school. They have 
strong emotional attachments with the staff, who cuddle and comfort them when 
needed. Children explore the stimulating resources and activities that arise from 
their interests. For example, children learn about bugs in the 'minibeasts 
investigation area', which was set up after they discovered bugs in the garden. 
Children develop a love for reading, as staff read stories with them. They 
independently access reading corners, inside and outside, and take library books 
home to share with their family. Children benefit from lots of opportunities to be 
physically active in the well-equipped outdoor play area. They master skills to climb 
over obstacle courses and ride cars up and down the paved area.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour and conduct and children 
quickly learn how to behave from staff's positive example. Children play 
harmoniously together and help each other at every opportunity. They work 
together to hand out the carpet mats with their names on, the older children 
helping the younger children to find their names. Staff have precise knowledge of 
each child and what they know and what they need to build on, as a result, 
children make good progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff teach children to be independent from the very start. Children come in and 
wash their hands, hang their coats up and find their names to put on the board. 
Older children dress themselves in waterproofs to play outside and younger 
children are gently shown by staff how to put their boots on, asking if they are 
'on the right feet'.

n Staff kept in close contact with families during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
support children's learning and well-being. For example, staff provided home-
learning resources with activity ideas, made weekly calls to offer support and 
advice and read a weekly story, which was streamed live for the children. Staff 
have noticed some delay in children's development of social skills and language. 
Consequently, they have successfully focused on helping children to catch up in 
these areas and continue to do so.  

n Children are very well prepared to move on, including to school. Staff provide 
activities to mirror school life, such as physical education sessions. Staff send 
packs home with older children which include phonics books and learning 
games. There are close links to the local school, where staff work closely to 
support children who will be moving on. These activities and support from the 
staff enable children to be ready for the next stage in their education. 

n Children learn about the world around them effectively, through sequenced and 
exciting activities. For example, they learn about life cycles and how silk worms 
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turn into moths as staff show them real eggs. Staff show the children stick 
insects and talk about how to care for them. 

n Children are confident, as staff skilfully allow children to follow their interests 
and test out their own ideas. Children play in the sand pit outside. They build 
sandcastles and staff support them as the children request to make a flag. 
Children delight as they decorate their sandcastles with the flags they have 
made. 

n Staff understand what children need which underpins the effective delivery of 
the curriculum. However, on occasion, staff do not stretch activities to extend 
further learning for the more advanced children to maximise their progress. 

n Management is reflective in their practice and swiftly makes amendments to 
bring about improvements. In particular, they have begun to work more closely 
with parents to ensure they have a good relationship with their child's key 
person. So they have a clear understanding of their child's key person and what 
their child is working towards.

n The pre-school has a strong community focus, enabling the children to become 
aware of the world around them. The dedicated committee supports the staff to 
ensure the pre-school is run successfully and help to raise funds to provide high-
quality resources for the children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The staff have a secure understanding of their responsibilities to protect children. 
They are aware of the different types of abuse and neglect, and what the signs and 
symptoms are, including the risk arising from exposure to extreme views and 
beliefs.  They are clear about when, and how, to report their concerns to the 
relevant professionals. The management team has robust recruitment procedures 
to ensure staff suitability.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n maximise the opportunities for staff to engage with children, specifically the 
most-able children to help them make their best possible progress. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY556015

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10174740

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Mother Goose Pre-School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP556014

Telephone number 01223208527

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mother Goose Pre-School registered in 2018. The pre-school employs three 
members of childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 3. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time only. 
Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The pre-school provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Woodhead
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk. She talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors. She discussed children's progress with staff.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation. This included evidence of staff 

suitability, the complaints record and safeguarding documents.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of written 

views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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