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The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children arrive at the playgroup happy. They move around the hall choosing what
they want to play with. The staff provide children have a wide range of interesting
activities to support their learning and development. Children develop their physical
skills as they confidently balance on beams. Older children help the younger
children to balance by holding their hands and saying, 'You can do it." Children
relish playing outside. They pedal tricycles around the playground safely. Children
jump up and down in puddles with excitement, screaming and shouting with
delight.

Children behave well and understand what the staff expect of them. They are
eager to join in activities and stay for long periods, concentrating at their chosen
tasks. For example, children use recycled boxes and materials to make items of
their choice. During this activity, younger children let glue drizzle onto paper, and
older children use glue spreaders with control. They cut and snip and use scissors
safely as they make their creations.

Children listen to stories read by the staff. They thoroughly enjoy a story about a
cat who is forgetful. They remember phrases such as 'bother that cat' and have a
discussion with staff about the big dog hurting the cat. They talk about the cat's
name. This evolves into a conversation about the children's names. Staff use this
opportunity and help children to recognise the letter sound their name begins with
to support children's early literacy skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager and staff provide a broad curriculum which follows children's
interests and helps them to solve problems for themselves. They plan activities
to broaden all children's learning. For example, staff know the children enjoy
playing outside. They encourage children to make marks by providing a large
piece of paper for children to paint on. Younger children paint lines and circles,
whereas older children draw houses and talk about where they live. These skills
help children's future learning and readiness for developing their writing skills.

W Parents speak highly of the playgroup. They comment on the good progress
their children are making. Parents know what their child needs to learn next and
say that the staff share their children's achievements with them. Staff send
home photos and comments to parents, so they know what they are doing while
at playgroup.

m Staff help children to develop their personal skills and growing independence.
They are effective in how they provide guidance and use demonstrations to
support children. Children learn to do simple tasks for themselves. For example,
rather than staff hanging up children's coats, they show children how to do it.
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Children then attempt to do this for themselves. Staff continually celebrate and
reward children for their achievements, and children take great pride in their
successes. For example, children proudly move around the room as they show
staff their creations. This enhances children's self-esteem.

W Staff have high expectations for all children and are good role models. They
teach children right from wrong. Staff gently remind children to follow the rules
and boundaries in place. Children take turns to play with the toy fish in the
water. They willingly share the tools as they use play dough with their friends.

m Staff find out about the experiences children have before they attend the
playgroup, to support them with their future learning. For example, staff know
most children travel in cars. Therefore, to extend their understanding of
travelling, they take children on bus journeys. For example, they go on the bus
to the local library. This also extends the children's love of books.

B Staff interact with children in a positive way to support their learning. They talk
to children about what they are doing and promote children's language skills.
Children play in the mud kitchen and pretend to bake cakes. Staff hold
conversations about cooking at home with the children to extend their
vocabulary. However, staff do not fully support children to extend their
mathematical skills during spontaneous play. For example, staff do not help the
children to count, for example, how many jumps they do or how many
containers they fill with mud.

B The manager and staff continually review their practice to highlight areas where
they can make improvements. Staff receive good levels of training to build on
their professionalism and increase their knowledge. Recently, they attended
training on developing children's imagination. They now provide resources such
as boxes, materials and tubes so that children can use these in their own way.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff know and understand their duty to protect children from harm. They have
sound knowledge of the signs of abuse. The manager keeps her safeguarding
knowledge up to date through regular training. She shares this information at staff
meetings to make sure that staff also acquire further child protection knowledge.
The manager and committee members carry out thorough recruitment procedures.
They also carry out appropriate checks to ensure that staff are suitable to work
with children. Staff ensure that all resources are fit for purpose, and all hazards are
identified and removed to keep children safe. Staff supervise children well to keep
them safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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B make better use of spontaneous opportunities to support and extend children's
early mathematical skills.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll

Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number
Telephone number

Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

206865

Derbyshire

10131230

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care
2to 4

20
16

St Cuthbert's Pre-School Playgroup
Committee

RP910387

07999 886 739
4 November 2014

Information about this early years setting

St Cuthbert's Playgroup registered in 1992 and operates from a village hall in the
Doveridge area of Ashbourne, Derbyshire. It is a committee-run setting. The
playgroup employs three members of staff. Of these, two hold qualifications at
level 6, and one member staff holds a childcare qualification at level 3. The
playgroup is open during term time only. Sessions are from 9.15am until 12.15pm
on Monday and Friday and from 9.15am until 3.15pm on Tuesday and Wednesday.
The playgroup provides funded early education for three- and four-year old

children

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes

Inspection report: St Cuthbert's Playgroup
9 March 2022



Oféted

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the playgroup received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the playgroup.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about the curriculum and what she wants the children to learn.

m Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the
manager.

B The inspector spoke with parents and also took account of their views in written
statements provided.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: St Cuthbert's Playgroup 7
9 March 2022


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

